
Service Record for Joseph Dunsmore

An unusually full set of notes has survived to show that Joseph seems to have 
been subjected to a wide range of experiences during his service. He was sent 
for trench war training on a mock up site in Yorkshire. He had four spells in 
hospital both in France and England to deal with medical problems (a bout of 
conjunctivitis and an abscess) and the results of being wounded twice. He was 
evacuated twice back to England on board hospital ships. There is a badly 
damaged undated medical form (image 6) which seems to relate to his two 
spells in UK hospitals but which is difficult to decipher. He seems to have been 
given leave (furlough) after each hospitalisation. The second line seems to refer 
to the abscess reported in the table below and that it ruptured and bled. The 
doctor urged a period of convalescence.

Image 1 Military history sheet

Country From To Years Days
Home 18/05/15 05/03/16 200
France 06/03/16 08/09/16 187
Home 09/09/16 30/12/16 118
France 31/12/16 24/09/17 268
Home 25/09/17 08/01/18 106

EF France 09/11/18 21/03/18 72
Total 2 308

Behind this bland list of postings by country lies a complete list of Joseph’s 
experiences during his service. The following account is built up from the 
information on images 2 to 5.

He was stationed at five different UK bases during training and also received 
three Typhoid vaccinations in June, July and December 1915. He was based at:

Station Date of arrival Date of departure
Buxton 18/5/15 8/6/15
Redmires 9/6/15 2/9/15
Hursley Park 2/9/15 30/9/15
Aldershot 30/9/15 8/11/15
Witley Camp 8/11/15

Joseph’s individual movements are explained by the movements of the 16th 
(Service) Battalion (Chatsworth Rifles):

Formed at Derby on 16 April 1915, by the Duke of Devonshire and the 
Derbyshire TF Association.
Moved to Buxton on 4 May 1915 and then on to Redmires near Sheffield
on 8 June.  Here they received training in trench warfare. The site has 
recently been the subject of an archaeological excavation
2 September 1915 : moved to Hursley Park near Winchester and came 
under the orders of 117th Brigade in 39th Division. Hursley House was 
also a military hospital in WW1 and is now a major research centre for 
IBM.
Moved to Aldershot on 30 September 1915 but soon moved to Witley. 

http://www.pals.org.uk/sheffield/redmires.pdf


 

6 
March 1916 : landed at Le Havre.
16 May 1918 : reduced to cadre strength.
16 August 1918 : transferred to 197th Brigade in 66th (2nd East 
Lancashire) Division. 
(from http://www.1914-1918.net/notts.htm) 

http://www.1914-1918.net/notts.htm


Joseph’s Casualty forms and medical records (images 2-5) record his progress 
through the war:

Date Record Place Remarks
6/3/16 Embarked Southampton
8/4/16 Attached to 112/1 LJM Battery In the 

field
B213 d 
14.4.16

3/9/16 Wounded In the 
field

3/9/16 SW Foot [Shot wound?] In the 
field

4/9/16 SW Foot Carmiers Ha 2251

 7/9/16 To England per HS Stad Antwerpen This was a 
hospital ship

8/9/16 Gunshot wound Middlesex Hospital, Clacton-on-sea 10 days in
hospital

18/5/17 Granted prof[ienc]y pay class In the 
field

1/7/17 Granted pay Class 1 In the 
field

19/8/11 GSW [gun-shot wound] to hand In the 
field

31/8/17 Re-joined In the 
field

12/9/17 [unreadable] [possibly relates to transfer to hospital 
in Rouen]

Rouen

24/9/17 To England per HS Grantully Castle… abcess Rouen

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/bingham_at_war/world_war_1/the_fallen/dunsmore_joseph_rouen_hospital.pdf
http://users.telenet.be/eddy.lannoo/images/151/storyline/1913StadAntwerpen.htm


25/9/17 JCT Groin King Gorge Hospital  , London. 7 days in 
hospital

1/12/17 Transferred to 8th [?] Bn Sherwood Foresters
8/1/18 Base B & J Posted (rubber stamp)
9/1/18 Transferred to 15th [?] Bn Sherwood Foresters
14/1/18 Transferred to 2nd/7th Bn Sherwood Foresters
15/1/18 Joined depot Battalion from K IBD and posted to B 

Coy 2nd/7th Sherwood Foresters. 
Field

18/1/18 Joined Unit Field
29/1/18 Sick to hospital Field
29/1/18 2/2 NMFH [a Field Hospital?], admitted with 

conjunctivitis 
30/1/18 6 St[ationar]y Hos[pital] Frevant 

hospital
3/2/18 Re-joined Bn Field
21/3/18 Missing (rubber stamp) Field
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http://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/kinggeorgestamford.html




Images 2-5



Image 6


