10™ Cheshire Regiment War Diary
June 1917

1%t to 5™ June spent digging trenches and dug outs. Voluntary Church of England service held on the 3™. 5" June all available
officers and men were shown a model of the MESSINES RIDGE and trenches likely to be attacked by the battalion at T27 day.
During the 6 the battalion rested until 8 p.m. when they moved to the assembly trench (MARTIN TRENCH). The enemy shelled the

position but no casualties; battalion in position at 12.40 p.m.

Zero hour was 3.10 a.m. At 2.15 a.m. tea and rum issued to all ranks. At 3.10 the battalion left their trenches to begin the attack.
The men kept close to our barrage and our objectives OCCUR TRENCH, OCCUR SUPPORT, NATHAN AVENUE, NATHAN DRIVE, HELL
FARM and STYX FARM were taken without much opposition. The total number of captures made by the battalion were 1 officer, 117
ORs and 14 MACHINE GUNS. We got in touch with the 14" ROYAL IRISH RIFLES on our left flank and the 11™ LANCASHIRE
FUSILIERS on our right. The rest of the day was spent consolidating our position.

Our total casualties were: I officer died of wounds, 7 officers wounded, other ranks killed 26 [one would have been Kettleband],
wounded 141, missing 7. The battalion was thanked and congratulated by Army Corps, Division and Brigade.

The morning of the 8™ was spent consolidating their position until the battalion and relieved the Loyal North Lancashire Regt. and
two companies of the 13" Cheshire. The rest of the week was spent improving trenches.
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