
War Diary 2nd Battalion Royal Scots Fusiliers
March 1918 – Private GF Squires

As Squires died of wounds sustained, it is not possible to pinpoint the particular action in which he was wounded. Given the battalion 
saw little action until late March, it may have been in the latter part of the month. The first part of March was spent moving and training.
They even had time to hold a gymkhana on the 13th March.  
However, an intense enemy artillery barrage started at 4.40 a.m. on 21st March. 
The battalion counterattacked on the 22nd successfully at first but lost their own trenches as the Germans counterattacked in in their 
turn. The battalion withdrew to HAM. One company used a compass bearing which took them through enemy occupied territory. They 
were challenged twice but managed to make their way to HAM at 5.00 a.m.to join the rest of the battalion!
After regrouping, another unsuccessful action was fought on the 24th and 25th. Again they were ordered to withdraw. On the 24th a 
contingent of French troops were added.
The 26th and 27th again saw the battalion attacking the enemy only to be forced to retreat later. On the 28th the diary noted “by 6.00 
a.m. only 30 French had arrived in the position which they apparently considered to be an outpost line, but it was decided to hang on.” 
The enemy inflicted many casualties by using a field gun firing at point blank range from 800 yards. The battalion was again withdrawn, 
and again suffered heavy casualties from machine gun and field gun fire.

Scroll down for images of verbatim war diary. Magnification may help.
















