
John Henry Burrows Flowers – naval record 
(notes and photographs from various Wikipedia web pages) 

 

John signed on for 12 years on 11th November 1917 aged 18. Before then he seems to have been classed as “Boy II” and 

“Boy I”. Service number 48108 

Scroll down for images of original records (3 images). 

 Ship Start date End date  notes 

Boy II   Powerful 16 Nov 

1915 

 training establishment at Devonport aboard HMS Andromeda 

Boy I Powerful 6 May 1916 June 1916 

Boy I Victory 1 June 1916 July 1916 Shore base 

Boy I Moldavia 

 

July 1916 Oct 1917 The Moldavia was purchased by the Admiralty in 1915 and converted into an armed merchant cruiser. She was 

part of Northern Patrol, British Waters. She was torpedoed and sunk on 23 May 1918 off Beachy Head

 
Ord Seaman Victory 1 Oct 1917 Dec 1917  



Ord Seaman Mohawk Dec 1917  Tribal class destroyer 

Ord 

Seaman/ 

Able Seaman 

Termigant Dec 1917 Apr 1919 Talisman class destroyer 

A/B Excellent Apr 1919 Mar 1920 Shore base 

A/B Queen 

Elizabeth 

Apr 1920 Jan 1924 Between the wars she 
was the flagship of 
the Atlantic Fleet 
from 1919 to 1924. 
The future First Sea 
Lord John H. D. 
Cunningham served 
aboard her as Master 
of the Fleet, in 1922. 
From 1924 she was 
the flagship of the 
Mediterranean Fleet. 

A/B Excellent Jan 1924 Mar 1924 Shore station sited on Whale Island near Portsmouth in Hampshire. 

 

A/B Victory Apr 1924 May 24  

A/B Dido May 1924 Jan 1926 Depot ship serving a variety of ships listed in the record including Torbay, Sturdy, 

Turquoise etc.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiY77udh4vKAhWBkhQKHZl3DgIQjRwICTAA&url=http://royalnavymemories.co.uk/robby-gs-ships/&psig=AFQjCNGqIDgkWf6-yjiamQrq-yTn0JGIBA&ust=1451821646742708


A/B Victory 

(Torbay) 

Feb 1926 Apr 1926 Shore base 

A/B Warspite Apr 1926 Nov 1926 HMS Warspite (03) was a Queen Elizabeth-class battleship launched in 1913. She served in 

the First World War and in numerous operations in the Second World War, earning the 

most battle honours of any Royal Navy ship. She ran aground on her way to be broken up 

in 1947 and was scrapped in 1950. 

A/B Victory Nov 1926 Jan 1929 see image 2. His 12 year term ended  in November and he signed for a further period. 

A/B Vernon Jan 1929 Aug 1929 Shore establishment covering aspects of maritime warfare, such as mining, torpedoes and 

electrical equipment 

A/B Excellent Aug 1929 Oct 1929 Shore based training school 

A/B Victory Oct 1929 Jan 1930 Shore base 

A/B Royal 

Sovereign 

Jan 1930 Oct 1932 Revenge-class battleship 

 



A/B Victory Oct 1932 Jan 1932 Shore base 

A/B Effingham Jan 1932 Aug 1933 Hawkins-class heavy cruiser; flag ship for the Naval reserve after 1932. 

  



A/B Hood Aug 1933 Aug 1936 Battle cruiser 

As one of the largest and, ostensibly, the most powerful warships in the world, Hood was 
the pride of the Royal Navy and, carrying immense prestige, was known as ‘The Mighty 
Hood’. 
Hood was involved in several ‘showing the flag exercises’ between her commissioning in 
1920 and the outbreak of war in 1939, including training exercises in the Mediterranean 
Sea and a circumnavigation of the globe with the Special Service Squadron in 1923 and 
1924. She was attached to the Mediterranean Fleet following the outbreak of the Second 
Italo-Abyssinian War. 
She was sunk by the Bismarck in 1931 



A/B Effingham and 

Hawkins 

(Dauntless) 

Aug 1936 Feb 1937 Dauntless being used for training and being de-commissioned to the Reserve 

A/B Malaya Feb 1937 Mar 1937 Queen Elizabeth-class battleship 

A/B Revenge Mar 1937 May 1937 Battle ship 

A/B Malaya May 1937 July 1939 Queen Elizabeth-class battleship 
Served in Eastern Mediterranean including operations at Haifa 

A/B Victory July 1939 Aug 1939  

A/B Excellent Aug 1939 Sept 1940 Shore based gunnery school 

A/B Victory 

(Antelope) 

Sep 1940 Dec 1940  

A/B Victory  Dec 1940 Feb 1941  

A/B 

 

Queen Elizabeth Feb 1941 Oct 1945 Her WW2 service was particularly well known as she was seriously damaged at Alexandria 

after explosive charges had been placed on her hull in an attack by two man human 

torpedoes in December 1941. She then had an extensive period under repair and refit in a 

US Navy Dockyard Norfolk, Va before resuming Fleet service in the East Indies Fleet. She 

took part in many offensive operations against the Japanese bases in the Indian Ocean and 

in support of landing operations in Burma before return to UK before VJ Day. After brief 

service in the Home Fleet she was placed in Reserve at Portsmouth during 1946. (see 

http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-01BB-HMS_Queen_Elizabeth.htm 

“Released” from HMS Victory 20/10/45 

 

Scroll down for images of record papers 
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Image 2 – 1929 -1941 

 


