NEW BHTA WEB S5ITE

Since our first project in 2001,
our web site, which is
managed for us by a local
cornpany called Armbrow, has
been the rmain means of
showing the public the results
of ocur research. Cur first
rmajer upgrade was in 2004,
when we added a great deal of
new rmatenal to the site. The
next wasz in May thiz year on
completion of the History of
SatHarrant project. Mot only
hawve we more than doubled
the size of the site, we have
redesigned it to make it easier
to use. If you have not looked
at it wet, then log on to

wnw binghamheritage .org.uk
tec see what we have done.

We know that the site s used
by school children when they
are doing histery projects and
by pecple deing family history
studies, but cur hope was that
the new site would attract

users with other interests,
This seems to have
happened. For this

vear up to September
there was an average
of 100 wisits a day to
the site. Then in
Gctober the number
suddenly increased to
130 and by rmid
Movermber it was
running at 148 a davy,
the highest we have
gver recorded,

Prejerr Dangiz
Among  the  many  pewelkig v
improvermnents, e o e » DETAILE OF THE PRCUECT
now have a drop- Sty of Di L= :
down menu at the left . o eams: =

hand side of the home page
(a8 shown below) that stays
with you wherever you are in
the site enabling you to mowe
rapidly from page to page.

Howewver, the main
improvement is that we now
have a search faclity to rmake
navigaticn really easy.

The big new secticn is History
of Settlement in which we
have put all the detail about
the project, but we have also
rewritten  the  History of
Bingham.

If you dick on the Histery of
Settlernent the titles of the
four subsections  will drop
down., Fick any ocne of these
and vou will get inte the detail.
We have put pretty  well
gverything we discovered in
the project onte the site
including  pictures  of  the
different types of pottery, clay
pipes, flints and sc¢ on and
maps showing where we found
them. Inthe Crow Close study
we  show  the old  air
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photoegraphs as well as the
detailed maps we made.
Under Study of C&ld Maps vou
can see in detail where all the
houszes, farms and cottages
were in 1586, 1776 and 1541,
The work we have done on the
cpen field aysterm, as recorded
in the 1586 Mancrial survey,
gives @ unigue picture of
Elizabethan Bingharn. Type
“Agnes Musson® intoc  the
search panel on the home
page and you will get a list of
choices, Go te number 5 and
vou will find a map shewing all
the strips she had. There is
one in each furleng. Historians
who have seen this map have
been wery impressed. There
are few examples anywhere
that show guite as well as this,
what it was like to be afarmer
in the 16t cantury,

The key is this: log onto the
web site and then go where
vou  want, There will be
something of interest almost
gverywhere,
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CATCHING UF ON
THE NEWS

2500 leaflets have been
distributed to szet off the
Garden Finds Project,

asking residents toc save any
pottery, glass, bone, clay
pipes etc they may find whilst
digging and weeding their
garden. It is the first stage of
finding cut what lies in the
parts of Bingham we could not
field walk. Socme members are
acting as street wardens to
receive the collected material
which we plan to ceollect  in
early summer, but we are
happy to receive contnbutions
at any time.

& number of pecple hawe
asked the library why they
have not received a leaflet.
This 13 generally because we
are pretty sure the housing
development where they live
had all its tepscil remeved and
(f at all) had “*foreign® scil
brought in - which of course
would tell us nething about
Bingham!

It 15 well known that we
rescued a Roman Well from
the &d6 develeprment with the
intenticn of recenstrucking it
az a feature for the town, we
had cver 20 potential sites to
evaluate in discussien with the

town council and, impertantly,
the planning department of
Fushcliffe BC. Most were
discounted either on heritage
grounds {vou cant import a
Rorman  structure  inte  the
Yicterian  heritage of  the
Market Flace) or because the
location was too far ocut of
Bingharm or had safety issues,

The s=site with the highest
footfall and neo conservation
izgues, Eaton Flace, was

regretfully rejected as being
too wvulnerable., The cemetery
entrance area has proved fto
be acceptable (subject te final
planning approval)y to  all
concermed, RBC has
suggested the new play area
at Swallow Dnve could be
considered, but we think this
i2 too far cut of town,

The cemetery was constructed
on Wictorian design principles
and asz such iz actually an
arboreturn - there are cver 40
types of tree. The plan now is
to label and =ign it az an
arboretum, Wwe shall alsc
produce a new ftown walk
leaflet which will lead peocple
fremm  the  Market  Flace,
through the cld town, inte the
arbereturn, past the well (if
that iz where it ends up) and
back to the Buttercross, BHTA
and the Town Coundl will take

This -thtn montage gives an impression of how the
reconstructed Roman well might leck in the cemetery

the plans forward as a joint
project which  hopefully  will
provide a popular attraction
for Bingham.

The Buttercross iz 150 years
e¢ld next yvear. In ancther jeint
project with the town council
we are planning a celebration
in  the summer, The
Buttercross will be decorated
with flowers for the Surmmmer
Fair, much as it used to be
each vear in remembrance of

Jchn  Hassall, the Earl of
Chesterfield’s  popular land
agent., Ounng the fellowing

Thursday Market BHTA will
have an information display in
the Buttercross and on the
following Saturday there will
be a Wicterian Market with
rnusic of the peried, so start
lecking ocut wyour Wictorian
gear now and make a note in
yvour Z011 BHTA Calendar,
avalable now from Geoff
Ashten or the Mewsagent in
Eaten Flace, price £3.50.

BINGHAM BOYS AND
THE BOER WAR

In cur March 2009 issue of the
newsletter, we printed a letter
written by a young scldier
Jack Gill serving in the Boer
war, to his parents in Bingham
and the words of a sonag
writtken by C.  Doncaster
urging young men of Bingham
to jein in the fight against the
Beers and rmentieoning the
voung men of Bingham, whe
were already fighting in Seuth
Africa,  Wwe wondered what
became of the young men, did
they retum?® Az we reported
in the last issue, we know now
that lJack Gill died of fever and
1z buried in Scuth Africa, We
have now heard from Mrs
Carcline Ward, who lives in
Bingham, wha was able teo
give us information of ancther
of the young rnen, William



Spurr, William was the son of
Henry and Ellen Spurr, one of
ten children. He was bom in
Bottesferd in 1866, and
meved te Bingham with his
farnily . The 1891 census
shows he was a farmer’s day
boy. He joined the Sherwood
Foresters and then the First

Battalian Derbyshire
Regiment. Willlam did survive
the war and eventually

returned to Bingham and lived
in Fairfield Street., He died in
1925 and iz buried in the
Council cemetery in Bingham.
It i =o good to receive
infermaticn like this, It fillz in
gaps in our knowledge of
Bingham. Ferhaps there are
more peocple out there who
can give us more infermatien
on the other yeoung men;
Freddy  Shepherd - 1st
Durham Light Infantry,
Termmy Gash - 5™ Orageen
Guards, Frivate williams - 3

Grenadier Guards and
Sergeant Wilsen,
BIMNGHAM I THE

SECOND WORLD WAR

While reviewing what we have
discovered  so far  about
Bingham’s history, we find
that the peried during the
Second  Wodd war leaves
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Firemen L to R - Standinﬁ: Frank Shapparsaon,
Eric Coopar, Sitting: Rag Mabbot, Arthur Morris,

Jack Griffin,

some gaps in our knowledge,
Consequently this area is
forming part of a study to fill
a hole, so o speak. Qur web
gite  already  includes a
section "Warbme Bingham'
that was compiled by Eric
Sharpe in 2004, Thiz will farm
the foundation for the new
work which will also include
material generously provided
by Dawvid and Margaret Sibley
who have alzo researched the
period, There are many other
peaple  stll  around who
remember this time, and, If
you are one please get in
touch, either via our website
ar using the contacts listed
on page 4, to let us know
YOUr Memories,

The willage, as it was then,
was very active during the
conflict with search lights and
a tented camp on Crow Close,
an Italian priscner of war
camp on  the A48 and
numercus  storage  facilities
arcund the willage., With the
proximity of RAF Staticns at
Mewton and Langar, together
with excellent rcad and rail
cornrnunication facilities it is
ne woender that Bingham
became an impeortant place in
the local

acheme of

y e

Harry Srowna,
Litta, Tim Cowling & Mr, Lana,
Zan anyene identify them or name the

things, The Methedist hall
served as a Mavy Army  Air
Force Institute (MAAFI) in the
percd  prowviding food and
suCcoUrto cur SBrving men.

although  the only  known
record of a bomb dropping
was on adjacent fields we
were none the less prepared.
There were Firemen, Home
Suard (see below) and A&ir
Raid wardens trained and
ready, a siren on the Council
Heuse and numercus air raid
shelters arcund the wvillage.
We have recgived infermaticn
of aircraft crashes arcund
Bingham, one in particular, a
wellington Bomber on “Mill
Hill Farm®, we do not know
the lecation of this farm. Can
vou help?

allin all wartimrme Bingham was
a hive of activity with many
projects to support cur trocps
such as food parcels from the
W1 or collecting scrap metal in
the "Build a Spitfire’ appeal.
fdd te this the nurercus
contributions by the individual
citizens - Bingham certainly
plaved its part.

Frad Morfap, Ted

rermaining five?



60 + 3IT DOWDN AT
OURHOT POT SUPPER

The supper 15 our main
annual fundmising event
and this year eight hosts
provided the starter and
main course for the gquests
on their table. The £10
tickets included wine and
desserts, many of which
mere donated by
members. After the meal,
Jack Wilson gave us hig
‘poetic' resumé of the year
and Joyce Allen, Joan
Aghton and Sally
Sanderson gave readings
from their research in the
newspaper archives.,
Below is just one of the
fascinating extracts dating
from Movember 1813,

AFRIAL ASCENSION
OF MR SADIECR

Fublic axpactation, e
bajiawa, nmawvar ran 5o fgh,
and public gratification was
navar more complata, than on
Mondzy last whan Mr. Sadlar
gscandad  with N balloon,

frorm tha Canal Compan)y's
Wharf in Mottingham.

Tha state of the weathar was
pardcularly propiticus and Hhe
multituda of paopla collactad
togather on the cocasion front

all parts  axceaded  al
calcdadon, The splandour of
tha scane was considarably
haightanad by Hhe clear siate
af the atmosphara, nota cloud
intaranad; and & gents
braarza blowing from tha Wast
ha fleatad most magnifice nld)
through the air at @ modarata
aitituda, The wind carriad Hhe
Faronaut socross tha Trant and
the vafe of Bafvcir, and ha was
distincH)y saan with the nafked
aya from 5t Mary's fower in
Mottngham Tor 45 minutas,
At Bingharr, Cotgrave and in
all the wvillages naar the ale,
Mr. Sadiar was saan distinct)y
waling his flag. Affar 3 vary
olagsant vopage of 59 mrinutas
Mr, Sadlar dascendaed in 3 flald
naar Sickworth, Rulandshira,
distant frorm hara 32 mvilas,

Mr, Sadlar breakfasted the
naxt morning in Binghan.

BXEITA COMNTACTS

General e-mail: bhta@binghamheritage. crg.uk
CHAIRMAM: Feter Allen - 01949 831575

YICE CHAIRMAMN: Geoff Ashton - 01949 875177

SECRETARY: Jack Wilscn - 01949 538275
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Rebin Aldwerth - 01349 5539991

With thanks to Hammond Harwood for their
support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

2011 SERIES OF
OPEN LECTURES

The first of an cccasional
serigs of BHTA cpen lectures

started in the z00z/2003
winter seasen since when it
has becorme a regular feature
of ocur annual activities., From
the start each event has
attracted audiences of 60 or
meore to hear talks on a
vanety of topics linked to
Bingham’s histery given by

BHT& members or wisiting
speakers., For the 07/08
seascn e contented
ourselves  with a Joint

Bingham Cermrmunity At and
BHTA production of "Bingham
Christrnas 1865° so that the
6t zeries was held between
January and May 2009, This
vear saw ancther break with
lectures as we marked the end
of the Settlement project with
the exhibition in the library
from March to August and the
launch in May of cur book
"‘Bingharm, Back in Time’,

For 2011 we are planning the
7th zeries of three free, cpen
lectures with a linking therme
of ‘Bingham’s Fecple and
Flaces® which are detailed in

the panel below, All will be
held in the Methodist Church
Hall starting at 5.00 p.m.
presented by a team of BHTA
merbers, Flease make a note
of the dates in your diary.

2011 LECTURES

Thursday 27th January
1841 Early Victorian Times

10th March
1776 Georgian Times

Thursday 12th May
1586 Elizabethan Times

Fre=ofed by a tcam of BHT 2
sprabers  ixcluding  Fefer &
ome Allenn Ceoff Ashics, ol

Thursday




