AN UGLY TOAD?

Wwhen introducing the second
of the BHTA Lectures for 2009
cur Chairman, Feter allen
hinted that we were in for
sormething quite different to
the lectures we had enjoved in
the past. They had, mainly,
been about things, artefacts,
chjects  which  we  could
categorise, date and put on
display. This lecture was to be
about pecple whoe lived in and
arcund Bingharn in the |ate
1a6th and early 17% Centunes,
Feople, as Feter described
therm, who were the "Movers
and Shakers’ who had made
the news, hit the headlines,
had influence and whose
actions affected others in this
part of Meottingharmshire and
glsewhere,

Cur speakers, Beryl Cobbing
and Fam Friestland tock us
through their research inte the
local  pelitics in Elizabethan
tirmes, centred upon Shelford
and Bingham  but  with
repercussions  which  spread
far and wide, They unravelled
for us a farrago of pelitical

intrigue, in-family guarrels,
ACIDES farmily disputes,
physical  wviclence, criminal

darmage and the corrupt use of
kinship and Roval patrenage.
Even the flow of the mighty
River Trent became confused
and it was made to spill its
waters,

Central te their story was the
arnbiticus landowner Sir
Themas Stanhope of Shelford,
crca 1540 - 1596 (saa sbowe)
whose farmily was counted

wealthiest in

amongst  the
Mottingharmshire, However his
farne or notoriety spread well
beyond this County beth in

terms of the quarrels ‘en
farnille” and the blatantly
aggressive ambiticn he

displayved in the scramble for
land, property and status that
tocok  place in  post-

Feformaticn England.

Wwe were not teld what his
farnily rnotte right have been
- but*noblesse oblige’ did not
geemn  to be  within  his
character and attitudes, By
virtue of the strict and stem
patriarchal stance he adopted
with his family he was often at
adds with his wife

(the rich
Margaret  Fort
Etwall in

Derbyshire) and
his twe sons - John
and Edward.,

A3 a magistrate he
was a rigerous and
fierce enforcer of
anti-Cathelic

leqgislation te such
an extent that he

arcused the fears
of the Crown and

the Frivy Council that, in the
aituaticn when an invasion by
the Spanish was constantly
feared he might undermine
the naticn’s stability and the
gtatus of the Frotestant
Church,

Howewver it was in his public
quarrels that hiz ambiticns
enraged  his  countryrmen.
Recerds  fromm  the  Star
Chamber and other Courts tell
of hiz disputes with the
Fletchers of Stecke Bardelph,
the wWillcughbys of Wellaton,
the Zouches of Codnor and
the Melyneux, Sacheverell,
Kniveton and Mark harm
farnilies. In these and cther
rnatters he T often
protected froem what might
have been his just deserts by
turning to his advantage his
distant kinship to the Chief
Minister, Lerd Burghley and
the fact that two of his
brothers were *at Court’ and
had the ear of the Gueen.

His most bitter foe was Gilbert
Talbot, the 7Ft,  Earl of
Shrewsbury, It was the Ear’s
wife whe damed that Sir
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Themas's wickedness had
caused him to become ‘more
ugly in shape that the ugliest
tcad in the wedd’, and she
hoped he weould be "damned
perpetually in hell fire’, A
rnajer cause of this enrmity
invelved what was known as
the mancr of Bingham. At that
timme Bingham Was of
considerable local impoertance
as an administrative centre
and it had a rural market and
several fairs, It was near the
juncticn ef the Mottingham to
Grantham rcad and the route
from Mewark to Leicester wia
the Roman Fosse Wway, In
additicn it was not far from

the River Trent. Bingham
adjoined Sir Thormas's
Shelferd rmaner and  he
determined to  acguire it
Howewver the Ead of
Shrewsbury  alse  coveted

Bingharn and this was widely
known, Bz Sir Thomas's
supericr the Earl would
naturally have expected Sir
Thermas to defer to himn and
offer him the mancr instead.
Thiz Sir Thomas did not de
and, indeed, thwarted the
Earl’s ambiticn and ccocupied
the property  himself., The
Earl’'s fury, they say, knew no
bounds, The climax of this
quarrel carme at Easter 1593
when the Earl’s tenants and
gervants attacked Sir
Thomas's weir on the River
Trent near Shelferd and Stoke
Bardelph. It was this attack on
Sir Thomas's property and the
cost of putting things nght
that may have been his down
fall, since he died just three
vears later heavily in debt.

e were left to decide for
curselves whether he was a
victim or a willain but in the
lemg run his farmily survived
beth him and his reputaticn.
His grandscn became the 1%
Earl of Chesterfield - a title
which gives the name to the
Chesterfield Armsz here in
Church Street, Bingham.

BINGHAM SANITARY
AUTHORITY 1872-1881

Cur field walking exercise
produced arcund 20,000 finds
attributable to nightseil - the
raterial of prvies and ashpit
clesets in the town - gee
Mewsletter December Z00S.
Wie wanted to know how it got
there, was there an organised
collection service, how did the
sanitary arrangements for the
town werk in Wictorian times?
So we read the minutes of the
Santary Authernty for 1872-
1381. Mo cther papers exist,
The Public Health aAct of 1872
get  up  PRural Sanitation
Committees and required the
appointment of a medical
officer in each area, to be
responsible for sanitation, The
Bingham Authonty was a sub
group of  the Beard of
Guardians. They appointed
Jarnes Eaton (rermembered by
Eaton Flace) as Medical Cfficer
of Health and Edward Arnsby
as Inspector of Muisances- a
forerunner of the modern
Envircnmental Health officer,
A& nuisance was defined as
anything likely to be injuricus
to public health. & number of
these nuizances became
continuing stories, Gnly rarely
was the nuisance defined in
the rminutes,

Most unspecified nuisances
seem to have been created by
traders and were presurmably
related to what we now call
trade waste, Amongst these
were Stephen Hart, hamess
and saddle maker (he was
prosecuted for non
compliance), Jehn Facey and
1 Lewers (farmers), Thomas
Horsepool  (butcher), Jochn
Goodwin (a fishmenger) and
Charles Walker a {mrdwainer
or shoemaker) of East Street,

Socme nuisances W EE

concemed with ash pit clesets,
on 17t Cctober 1872 the

Inspector reported the

existence of an offensive ash
pit on the prernises belenging
tc Mr ] Hareten on Leng Acre
Foow, The inspectocr was
crdered to give Mr Hareton
‘the necessary notice to abate
the nuisance’. Two weeks [ater
Mr Hareten had not complied
with  the order and the
inspector was crdered to take
“auch legal proceedings in the
matter as would cempel the
rermoval of such a nuisance’.
By 14th Movernber he was in
the process of cormplving but
not before magisterial
proceedings had been taken
against him!

on 14% MNeovember 1872 Mrs
Hutchinsen reported the *filthy
and neglected condition of the
children of William Widdowson
in Bingham. The clerk was
directed to write to
Widdowson thereon and to
threaten proceedings (one has
to wonder if Widdowsen could
read the letter when it
arnved!), On 12t Cecember
Widdowson appeared before
the Autherity, admitted the
neglected condition of the
children and was allowed 14
davs to take the children 'into
his  charge’. This he was
reported on 26Y December to
have deone. Widdowson was
unemployved; both he and his
wife Martha were aged 39 and
lived in Chapel Yard, aslum on
the comer of Mewgate Street
and Moor Lane, They had a 19
yvear old daughter Ellen and &
ather children aged between
11 moenths and 8 years. Life
must have been hard.

The maintenance of the sewer
network was the respensibility
of the Authority, The minutes
record the need to unblock,
repair or cccasicnally replace
particular sewers, Cwver the
ten years of the minutes
blocked sewers are recorded in
just about every street in the
town., In 1874 the Autherty
crdered that the cpen sewer



against the Wheatsheaf be
covered in., Im 1877 they
declined to pay £14.0.0 to
cover the sewer in Fairfield

Street, but instead cordered
that it should be cleaned cut
regulady. The Authority did
buy and use chloride of lime as
a disinfectant and in 1875 they
arranged to  install  stench
stops on a number of 285 pits,
Bingham seems to have been
a bit smelly in these years!

Feaders will know there was a

pond in Fairfield  Street,
indeed it was once Fond
Street, But forget any

thought of trees, ducks and
wild life - this pond was fed by

a sewer, The  Authority
erdered that the sewer
discharging inte the pend

should be diverted to connect
with the rnain sewer but this
did not solve the problerm.
Lerd Carnarven  teld  the
Autherity he was willing to
have pond filled in although
there ig no record of it hawving
been filled in.

Defective or polluted wells
were reperted from time to
tirme and their cwners ocrdered
gither to clean them cut or fill
them in. It might have been
that these were being polluted
by foul run off from other
nearby features uphill from
the well such as sewers and
drains., The polluted well
reported at the Chesterfield
Armnag might have been a case
in peint. In 18581 the well at
the wesleyan chapel was
reported as needing te be
filled in irmmediately.

Most cases of typhoid fewer
geemed to be reported in the
surrcunding  willages  rather
than Bingham itzelf. Howewer
gome did cccur in the town, In
Oecember 1873 a case was
reported at the house of the
Feavill family on Grantham
Rocad, Chsinfectant had been
supplied toc Reawill by gt

January but on 5% February
the MOH produced a certificate
that a heouse on Grantham
Fead  belenging  to John
Goedman and ecocupied by the
Feavills required disinfecting
“Typhoid Fever having existed
thergin®.,  Mavbe Reawvill had
not used the disinfectant or
maybe & had not  been
successful first time., Reawill
was ordered to disinfect within
7 davs, On 19th February it
was reported the landlerd had
done the work,

In 18380 Mrz Spencer in Market
Street died of Typhoid Fewver,
It was noted that the wall of
the house formed part of the
privy, the pit waz below the
foundaticon and offensive
smells  arcse, MNotice was
served on the owner, Mrs
Zatherine White to remowe the
privy and abate the nuisance,
Mr Hutchinscn inspected con
behalf of the committee and
reported that the ash pit
should be deosed and replaced
with meowveable tubs,

In 1830 the Autherty noted
that several l[odging houses in
Bingharmm were not registered
according to law, Alice Randall
of Finfeld Lane Bingharm was
reported as being in the habit
of using her cottage as a
COMMmcn ledging house
without being registered. The
MCOH wvisited the cottage and
reported the rooms were too
armall and her application for
reqgistraticn was rejected,

So there we hawve it, the
beqginning of the invelvement
of the state in cur health, The
sanmtary cormmittee grew inte
the Bingham Rural Oistrict
Zoundl and agradually tock on
the roles we now asscooate

with &  local Authority,
whatever cur problems are
now, one might suppose

Bingharn iz a bit healthier now
than it could possibly have
been in the 1870s,

ORAL HISTORIES

{Thanks b Dot Mabbold for
painting out that the doctor
rafarrad to in the intarwiew
with Connie Jonas in the last
issua in Marnch 02 a5 Or Ward”
was in fact '0Or Wade', £4.)

Mow, continuing this series,
here are extracts from the
interview with Phil Jacques
who wasn't
born in
Bingham.
He came
here as a
WERY Young
child with
hig  farnily
in the
1950's
when his
father, the
manager of a building firm,
came to ocwversee the building
of the Carnarvon Howusing
Estate. When he was old
encugh, he went first to the
Robert Miles Infant School in
Schocl Lane, with teachers,
Misz Sides, of whem he has
gspecially fond memoeories, and
Migs Cooper, then later cn to
the old Church Schocl which
we now know ag Church House
where he was taught for the
most part by Mr Cellins,
though he does remember
both Mr (Peggy) Cay, and of
course, Adelaide Wortley, who
made him stand in the comer
on more than cne ccocasien,
Ancther punishment that the
children at the Church School
were made to underge from
time to time, was te be sent to
work in the school gardens, a
much mere productive and
pleasant form of punishment,
and rather more of an
gncouragement to be naughty!

From achecl, Fhil went to the
Arts Schocol in Mottingham,
and later served a six-vear
apprenticeship as a
compositer designing



amongst other things
advertising poster work for
the film industry.

He remembers that winters
were far worse when he was a
lad. The Banks had no
footpaths, and was a real
country lane with manure left
by the cows on their way down
to be milked. At this time
there were about 1500 people
in the town, and as Fhil says,
‘everyone knew wou - not
always a gqood thing
particularly when you are a
child’, Froem his back garden
he could ge straight cut onto
the fields for sledging in the
‘hellew®, or to the many
ocrchards that Bingharmn
boasted at that time,

In spite of having enjoyed his
time in the arts and design
aide of coermpesiting, in 1957
Fhil was persuaded to join the
building company his father
had started and becarne the
Company Secretary, In 1934
he set up his cwn Company -
S B roon Building Supplies
which he still runz with cne of
his three children. For a time,
as a sideline, he was
correspondent for the
Grantham Jeurnal, thoeugh he
freely admits that he relied on
hig wife to a large extent, to
keep hirm abreast of all the
lecal news,

He has alwavs taken a great
interest in TecH, and feels that
it had a great influence for
good on the community of
Bingharn, where it worked for
both the voung and the cld, Cf
course much of its work was in
raising funds to fight cancer

and leprosy, but he was alsc
invalved in the work it did for
the Lowdham Berstal, He
gxtended this interest when
he became Chairman of the
Board of Directors of wWhatten
Detenticn Centre and a Frison
Wisitor,

Fhil has playved a full part in
helping to run Bingham. He
was elected to the Farish
Councll im0 1947 and was
Chairman from 1973 to 1975,
When Bingham became a
Toewnship in 1975 Fhil was
glected the first Town Mayor
from ‘75 te 77 and then again
in 1983 and 19586,

dnother interest of his was
with the Twinning Asscciation
between Bingham and
Wwallenfels, As he savs, there
wereg many German dead in
theose battlefields too. In war
no ocne wWins,

MORE FROM THE
NEWSPAPER ARCHIVES

From the London Gazette,
June 4th 1 796

Hig Majeety hae been graciausly
pleased ta grant unta Jahn
Strang, the ‘Younger, af
Bingharm in the Caounty af
Mattingharn,  Plumber,  his
FOY AL LETTEES FATENT,
beanng Date at Westrinster
the 31 of May inst, far his

Invention  aof cerain  new
Irmpravermente in the
Canstructian af PISTON
CYLINDEERES, SUCTION
_HAMBEE.3, and VALYES,

whereby the =arme rmay be mare
gxpeditiously repaired etc,

John Strong begs Leave to
return his sincere Thanks to
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wWith thanks to Hammond Harwood for their
support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

hig nurmercus Friends, for the
many favours he has already
received at their Hands, and
hopes by his Assiduity and
Attention to rerit their future
Fatrocnage: he hopes their
Goodness will excuse his late
Inattenticn to Business, which
maybe attributed to  the
indispensable Mecessity he
was under of attending in
Lendon, for several weeks to
cbtain his Fatent,

The abeve Jehn Streng having
received several orders for
FUMFS, upen  his Mg
Frinciple, in Lendon and in the
country, he 15 in immmediate
want of three or four
jeurneymen  FLUMBERS -
none need apply but ren of
gxperienced Abilities,

From Creswell's Hottingham
Journal, 31st March 1787.

Blind Horse Belts in Grantham

Last Friday in Granthar, a
boy was nding a blind pony
belenging te Mr Tinkler of the
Sranby’z Head in Bingham,
when the pony was struck by
a whip. It beolted down
Westgate, butted itz head
against a house door forcing it
cpen and galleped intoe a room
where four elderly matrons

were sitting gossiping and
drinking their Lapsang
Suchong  Tea. Horror and

Oismay were lively depicted
on the countenances of the
Ladies, whilst Devastaticn and
total Destruction rmarked the
impericus footsteps of the
new Guest, The Carpet
atrewn with shattered
Fragments, intermixed with
Sugar, Cream etc, exhibited a
aceng more easily imagined
than described. The Foor Boy
wheo rode the Fony had his
leqgs terribly lacerated against
the sides of the Doer and was
thrown  down  with  such
Viclence as leaves but vain
hope for his Recovery .,



