EXHIBITION AN
TALKS AT BINGHAM

LIBERARY

by Hilary Strasburger
Rushcliffe  District Library
Manager

Cne of the aims of the
Meottinghamshire County

Council Libranes, &rchives and
Information  Service iz to
create  knowledge  through
access to learning, infermation
and the provision of a
coentinuing  recerd  of local
heritage and comrmunity life,
dnother is to stimmulate and
encourage cultural activities,

These have linked brilliantly

with  BHTA's  exhibiticn ™4
History of Blngham in 100
abfacts”, We have been

delighted to hawve this on
display in the library, and it
has been great to see people
meming in te have a lock.
Some come inoone day fto
cencentrate on one section,
and return ancther to pick up
where they left off. The wery
professicnal  production and
the amount of information the
exhibiticn centains have been
cermmented on more  than
cnce, The exhibition will be on
display until the end of August
ar do make time to take it all
in.

e have coentinued with the
lccal  histery theme by
arranging a senes of three
talks., In the first of these in
May cur lecal Finds Liaiscn
Officer  from  the Fortable
antiquities  Scheme talked
ah et Medizval Nottinghamshirs®,
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tot and Margaret

Sitrley get down to instaling the exhibition display that covers
mast af the back wall of the hbrary, Later the same day the
official public opening ceremany was freld with (1 to ) Hilary
Strasburger - Library Manager, Joan Bray - Lattery Herftage
Funrd amd Peter Alen BHTA Chaimrman comducting  the
formalities after wirich the audience had their frst chance to

wigw bre eximibits,

Thiz will be fellowed by BHTA
members talking about “iife in
Bingham in I775Y at Zpm on
Thursday 17t June. At Z2pm
on Thursday 15th July Val

Henstock || introduce
listeners to the history of the

lecal area in a talk entitled "4
Rambla round the lals of
Saluair”, MNumbers are limited
ao, If wvou are interested in
corming aleng, make sure you
get a free ticket from the
library. (01949 §37905)



LHF KEPT THIMKIMIG
IT WAS ALL OVERI!
Well itis now!!!

Gur AGM for 2010 will be held
en the 15t July and the
Agenda will be sent out
arcund the middle of June.
Zsne of the items on the
dgenda will be something we
haven™ seen since 2004, The
AGM held on the 30%, June,
that year reported to Members
the success of the completion
and publication of the full set
of the BHTA leaflets, which
have continued to be in such
great demand; on the success
of the Fublic Lectures which
had been so well attended, on
the interest shown in the
reqular and wide distribution
of 400 copies of the BHTA
Mewsletter to both Members
and nen-Mermbers and on the
growing attenticn being paid
to cur Website, The final itermn
en the Agenda was "An Open
Discussion on future
activities”.

Az reported in the September
2004 BHTA Mewsletter there
was no shortage of ideas for
the future programme, In the
end it was decided to go for a
big project — The History of
Settlement in Bingham.
Thiz has turned cut to be a
great success with a superb
exhibition of field walking
finde and rmaps, a rmuch
extended web site, a celleckion
of sorne 50,000 artefacts to be
housed at Mottingham
University's DOepartment  of
Archaeclegy and a permanent
recerd in an cutstanding book
=" Bingham Back in Time*

of course we needed some
meoney, so we put a detailed

plan to the Lottery Heritage
Fund asking for financial
support, We claimed we would
cormplete it all in three yvears!
In December 2004  the
Mewsletter announced that
LHF had granted us £24,651,
with cne rmajor condition, we
had to provide 3400 hours of
voluntary effort, to be costed
at £7 an hour te match the
£24 651 grant. From then on
it has been all ge!

K it has taken us six vears
instead of three. We clocked
up  over 6000 hours of
voluntary labour! But now it
is all over!! It wazn't that we
bit off more than we could
chew - it was just that, like
Topsy in Uncle Tem’s Cabin,
the Froject just grew and grew
and, to mix cur metaphors, it
took lenger for us to digest all
the data we were collecting
than we thought it would,
Howewver the LHF were wery
tolerant and, indeed,
suppertive of ocur growing
armbiticns, Wwe did all we said
we would do and more. We
can be delighted and proud of
the high standard we hawve
achieved, Gthers have nothing
but praise for what we hawve
done,

Wow we have to start all
over again. The 4GM Agenda
for 1st July will shertly be
distributed to BHTA members,
Lock cut for the item - “An
Open Discussion on future
activities". Oc be sure fo
corne aleng to the meeting
and bring wvour ideas! we
would alse welcome  1deas
from cur non-Member readers
toco, who can sit-in and
cbaerve the formal items eon
the agenda.

SPREADING THE WORD

Mow that the rmain research
work of BHTA's Histery of
Settlerment prioject E
cornplete we are into the next
phase of telling the
inhabitants of Bingham what
we have discovered through
the staging of an exhibiticn
and the publication of our
book Bingharn, Back in Timea,
However as some of our
working methods were ground
breaking we feel we should
broadcast them to the wider
world, Several talks have
already been given to local
history sccieties in the area,
but recently cur project was
“showcased® to two learned
bodies within cur regicn.

on  27th  March the East
Midland branch of the naticnal
body, the Council for British
archaesclegy (CBA) met at
Lowdharm  Willage Hall, the
event being hested by BHTA
and the Lowdham Local
Historical Socciety, The day
toock the formm of reports on
amateur and  professional
archaeclogical  wark  from
acress the region, and Feter
allen, Geoff Ashton, and
Adrian Henstock each had 20-
rminute slots to talk about cur

field walking, the historical
maps recenstructicn and the
Criom Close SU Yy

respectively,

A& menth later on 24t April
BHTA wasz invited to take part
in a wvisit of the Theroton
Sooety to Bingham. This is

Mottingharmshire’s rnzat
prestigicus  historical and
archaeclogical apciety,

founded in 1897 and named in
honour of the first historian of
the  county, DOr  PRobert
Thereten, a physician from
Car Colston who published his



Abowve - Dary! Garton, Secretary of the East Midlands brandh of
the Cound! of British Archaeology, briefs the BHTA speskers,
Feter Alen, Adrian Henstook and Geoff Ashton, before their
presentztions &t the Lowdham meebing, Below, one month
later, there was & full house for the Thoroton Society AGHM in
Bingham where again our members gave presentations,

Antguitias of MotSnohamshira
in 1677, The Scciety holds its
AGM in a different area of the
county each wear, and this
year some 90 members met in
Bingharm’s Methoedist church
hall. In his welcome address
as a Wice President of the
Scociety Adrian briefly cutlined
the history of Bingham and of
cur recent project, and after
the business meeting Feter
and Geoff reprised their talks
to the CBA on field walking
and the histerical maps.
Fellowing tea Geoff, Adrian
and Yal Henstodk led quided

arcund the

walks
ending up in the church where
the Rey David Harper spoke
about its history,

town,

Both events produced many
favocurable comments  from
their audiences, mest of them

about  beth  the ambiticus
socope and eriginality of the
BHTA project, Thoroton
Society  chairman  Frofessor

lochn Beckett described its
event as a "splendid day’ and
was particularly impressed by
the reconstruction work on the
maps.

THE ROMAN WELL
Progress report, of a sort...

Readers will know we have
rescued  a  Rorman well
uncovered during the
gxcavations in connecticen with
the A46 project. The stones
are currently securely stored
in a rmerber’s garage. The
Mottingharmsashire County
Council - Rushcliffe Mermbers’
Foerum  has  given us @
substantial grant toewards the
costs of reconstructing it in
the town. all we needis a site
and planning  permission.
Bingharmn Town Council
aupperts the plan and has no
objecticns to it being sited on
any of theirland; the problem
iz that the sites they cwn are
not really very central to the
town and weuld net maximise
the number of people likely to
wigw the well,

e had a productive meeting
with the Rushdiffe Flanning
Departrnent which iz generally
suppertive, However, they
would not support & propesal
to aite the well within an area

that already has inherent

heritage walue, such as the
Mark et Flace., & reconstructed

artefact from  the Rorman
pericd, clearly net in its
rightful place, would

coempromise the 1% and 19t
century context., They have
advised us not to go out to
public consultation untl we
hawve land cwners’ agreement
te using the other preferred
gites, MCC owns a central site
withaut heritage problems
that has a heavy pedestrian
flow and E currently
coensidering  whether  they
would be happy for us to use
it, Tocthill School has already
turned down the use of the
entrance area on The Banks,

Meanwhile, we need to find
pecple with skills we could

use, Any designers,
draftspersons,  dry stone
wallers, builders etc who

would like to help are invited
to get in touch with us..



BHTAs BOOK HAS
ARRIVED - AT LAST!

when cur March newsletter
was issued we expected to
have our book, ‘Bingham,
Back in Tirma ' ready for sale by
April but as it tumed out the
final page preeofing and proef
reading took much longer
than we  expected., We
apologise to ocur readers for
what has tumed cut to be a
rather prematurs
anncuncarmeant,

e hope you find that the wait
was worthwhile as cur book 13
now  really here and was
launched on May Z1st as the
above pictures prove, Copies
are now on sale for £12.50 at
the Bingham Library, the
Mewsagent in Eaten Flace or
direct fremm BHTA at 19,
iChurch  Street or place an
order by calling any of the
contact numbers below,

The evening of the book
launch started with Chairman
Feter Allen welcaeming a large
inwited audience of ocwer sinty
which in additicn toc BHTA

members  included County
Councillor Martin Suthers, the
Town Mawyor, Maurean
Stockweood with several Town
Councillors and many of the
specialists who have assisted
us during the six years of cur
prioject,

Feter then handed cwver to Or.

Dawvid  Knight, Head  of
Research, Trent & Feak
archaeclegy wh had

contributed the Foreword to
the beoek and had prowvided
advice and guidance from the
inception of the field walking
project. He congratulated the
associatien in producing such

Just 35 pou Would expact at any book launch the auth-::-rs ara
an hand to sign copdes for Hha puntars whe are sean casting a
criica! glance at the contants a5 they wait in the gquaua,

a comprehensive repert on
their cutstanding achievernent
and for providing a  fully
annctated archive of finds to
be kept at the University of
Mottingham  Museurmn as a
valuable research resocurce.

It then fell to Joan Bray of the

Lottery Hentage Fund to
formally  declare the book
"launched’, She praized
gveryone invelve in producing
a vwvery readable and well
illustrated publication. She

had been particularly strock
when she had read that the
field walking team  had
covered  owver 2,400  km
clecking up 5,000 welunteer
‘man’ hours, It was this kind
of public invelverment the LHI
wished to encourage,

Robin &ldworth, who
designed the lavout, then
gave a brief illustrated
OWErY e W of the ME W
publication, ending by

|n1.r|t|ng evervone to enjoy
the wine, nibbles, chat and,

of course to buy their copy
of the book!
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