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CB02, 03  and  CB04 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

In June 2012 three archaeological test pits were dug in the grounds of Robert Miles Junior School.  

They were done as a school project in which the children did the digging, sieving and finds wash-

ing.  All this was done under supervision by 

BHTA.  An archaeologist from Trent & Peak 

Archaeology, Laura Binns, was in attend-

ance throughout the project. 

 

The school was built in the 1960s and 

opened in 1965. It was sited in the grounds 

of the Bingham rectory, which had been here 

possibly since the middle ages.  The most 

recent rectory was built in 1764-1770 by 

Rev. John Walter and it was demolished to 

make way for the school.  Old maps show 

that the south western part of the school is 

built over the rectory, the rubble of which 

must underlie it. The rectory grounds and 

gardens were extensive and they were used 

for public functions throughout the last two 

centuries. 

 

The two pits CB02 and CB03 were sited 

close to the school buildings to give infor-

mation about the school and the gardens.  

CB04 was sited on the edge of the school 

playing field near the edge of the lake depos-

it.  The archaeology in them was completely 

different from each other; each pit giving 

information about a different element of the 

rectory and grounds. 
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One pit, CB02 dug in the front garden, was sufficiently interesting that a request was put to the 

headmaster, Mr Rob Gilbey, to dig a larger pit around the site of CB02.  This pit measured 4 x 7 

metres and was dug in July 2013.  The dig took place during the first week of the school holidays 

and there was no participation by the children, though many of them came to view the dig with 

their parents. 

 

In June 2014 a report on the larger dig was presented to the school along with over 500 photo-

graphs taken during the dig.  A day- long series of events was arranged by the teachers for Year 4 

and Peter Allen, chairman of BHTA, gave a 15 minute assembly to the whole school to tell them 

what had been done.  Pupils then devised an exhibition of the finds.  On this occasion a child-

friendly report was delivered to the teachers for them to use in devising the day of events. 

 

The full report is given separately.  Here, only the three test pits are reported on. 
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CB02, 03  and CB04 

 

ROBERT MILES JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 

SITE HISTORY  

 
The school is known to occupy the site of the Georgian rectory built in 1770 by Rev John 

Walters and demolished in the 1960s to make way for the school, which opened in 1965.  

 

The 1586 estate survey placed an earlier rectory on the site by references from other 

properties said to border it and the Market Place.  Its exact location, however, was not 

identified. 

 

Apart from the list displayed in church, the earliest documentary reference to Binghamôs 

rectors was in the hearth tax return of 1674 which listed Dr Brunsell [the rector] as 

having five hearths, implying a large house. Rev. Walters would have demolished this 

building to make way for his new rectory. 

 

A document of 1687 ñsignedò by Samuel Brunsell as Rector plus churchwardens and 

constables describes the  Rectory as a ñParsonage Houseò as follows: 

 
There belongs to the rectory of Bingham in the Vale of Belvoir in the county of Nottingham 

A Parsonage House with barns, stables, and other outhouses about the court before the house. 

There is a dovecote adjoining to a garden on the east side of the court. Also a malt house and 

dairie commonly called the Kilne adjoining the north side of the backyard on the north side 

whereof and the foresaid garden is one acre and kitchen garden. 

 

To which orchard and the foresaid garden is adjoined a parcel of ground about one acre 

being grass ground commonly called the Ponds. A small piece of ground on the west side of 

the aforesaid backyard commonly called the Hog Yard with a little spoug of ground adjoining 

on the North side commonly called the Ice Lake all these with the parcels following being well 

and distinctly fenced with ditches, pales or hedges and staffs and rails. Also adjoining to the 

said parcels are the North side a Meadow close of about seven acres distinctly fenced as 

before called the Butt Close adjoining to that on the North side and fenced about in the like 

manner a pasture close of about nine acres and a coney close of about tenne acres adjoining 

thereto on the east side both together being commonly called by the name of the High Close.  

 

There is also a rent charge of Ã23 per annum payed by ever and equal portions on the 

anniversaries of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Michael the Arch Angel by the 

Honourable the Earl of Chesterfield and his heirs and successors. 

 

The disposition of Butt Close and High Close matches todayôs Butt Field and Parson's 

Hill. The lake is evident in later maps and clearly seems to have been used as a source of 

ice in winter - a common practice in those days. The court on the south side of the house 

is likely to be the 17th century stone floor found in CB02 and covering the full extent of 

the further excavations described in the full report on the ñBig Digò at the school  

undertaken after the test pits described in this paper. (See menu item Robert Miles Jnr 

School , click on INTERPRETATION). 

 

The Georgian rectory had a range of farm outbuildings including a tithe barn, to the west 

of the plot. The remaining grounds were generally described as pleasure grounds and had 

a large pond towards the north. Rev. Walters was fond of hunting.  

 

Reverend Miles, who became rector in 1845, is known to have laid out the formal 

gardens that surrounded the house, including water features. 

http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/archaeology/test_pits/robert_miles_jnr_school/interpretation.pdf
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The Georgian rectory, a view from the south.  The drive way on the left led from a gate on Church 

Street in what is now the south west corner of the school grounds. 

This picture taken from the north east shows how extensive the rectory was behind the frontage 

shown in the top picture.   The nearest part of the building with the mock Tudor chimneys is in the 

style of the Church House and is thought to have been built by the Rev. Robert Miles in the mid 

18th C. 
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This picture was taken from the east during demolition in 1960 and shows the extension that was 

probably built by Rev. Robert Miles.  The diamond pattern in the Welsh slate roof and the brick-

work  are typical of the mid 19th C and contrast sharply in style with the original Georgian build-

ing to the left. 

This picture, taken from a similar vantage point to the top, showed the rectory in its heyday, com-

plete with ornamental gardens 
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This extract from the tithe map of 

1841 shows the rectory before the 

extension built by Rev Robert Miles. 

The tithe barn and the extensive out-

buildings are at the back.  The pic-

ture below is the only one we have of 

these outbuildings. All the rectors for 

which we have any record had glebe 

land and were involved in farming.  

These outbuildings were probably 

part of the farm building complex. 

The earliest plan we have is the tithe 

map. The 1910 map shows the pond 

well. 
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This plan dates from 1910.  Note the different outline to the rectory itself.  This plan shows 

it as it was after the mock Tudor extension built by Robert Miles.  The outbuildings have 

also been modified or modernised since 1841.  The drive from Church Street is clearly 

shown. 
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Two pictures from different eras showing the rectory gardens in use for public functions. The top 

picture is thought to be prior to the First World War.  It was taken on the front lawn.  The mud 

wall with tile top that forms the boundary with No 9 Church Street runs behind the tents at the top 

of the picture.  The site of the flagpole was discovered in the big dig done here in 2013. 

 

The lower picture is of a medieval pageant in 1938.  Events like this were a regular feature of the 

rectory gardens and many were reported in the newspapers during the 19th century.. 


