Frank Burrows first service as Private, 4" battalion Sherwood Foresters
Number 22646

Image 1
Second page of the attestation form, page 1 missing.

Frank was described as:

Age 37 years 9 months, height 5 feet 734 inches; Chest expansion 38" inches,
range 3 inches.

His next of kin was given as his wife, Mary Elizabeth of 7 Moor Lane Bingham.
They were married at St John’s Church Derby on 5™ November 1899 and Mary’s
maiden name was Dawn [slightly more readable than later records]. Their
children were:

Thomas, b 29 April 1908; William b 21 July 1905, both born in Bingham and
Florrie b 28 October 1900, born in Derby.

When Frank enlisted for the second time in January 1917 Florrie was not listed
so had presumably died. [We have been unable to trace her death on Free
BMD.]

The “Statement of the Service” section of the form notes that he had attested on
23-1-1915 and been posted to the 4™ Btn on 2-2-1915.

However, the form was endorsed on 19-4-15 “Discharged not being likely to
become an efficient soldier, under para 392 (iii) (c) King’s regulations”.

He had served 87 days.
Image 2

This is the standard casualty form raised on enlistment and has no information
except that is show Frank was serving in North Shields on 19™ April.

Image 3

Signed on 19" April, this is a hand written certificate that Frank had not served
with the Expeditionary Force.

Image 4

This is Frank’s medical history. It repeats the personal data and reveals he was
still a farm labourer when he enlisted. [He was a platelayer the second time.] His
Physical development was described as “good” and he had 6/6 vison in both
eyes. He did have bad teeth.

This form again is endorsed against the heading ‘Became non-effective’: “Not
being likely to become and efficient soldier under para 392 (iii) (c) King’s
regulations.

[Nowhere is there a note explaining why he would not become an efficient
soldier. Perhaps by 1917, on his second enlistment he had improved or
standards had changed.]
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