
WW1 Rouen and its base hospitals

The ancient French city of Rouen on the 
Seine, 90k east of Le Havre, has played a 
significant role in the two World Wars. 

In the First World War the city was safely 
behind the lines and became a major 
logistics centre with numerous base 
hospitals. Commonwealth camps and 
hospitals were stationed on the southern 
outskirts of Rouen. A base supply depot and 
the 3rd Echelon of General Headquarters 

were also established in the city.

Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen remained there for the duration of the war. 
On the Champ de Courses on the outskirts of Rouen, the British established
Nos.5, 6, 9, 10, and 12 General Hospitals
Nos.1, 3, 8, 11, and 12 Stationary Hospitals 

No.12 Stat. only worked for a short time there, and then remained, parked, until it moved 
prior to the Somme in 1916.The Convalescent Depot No.8 General Hospital was to the 
south of the town, and was, for most of the war, the largest of the Rouen hospitals, but its
isolated position away from all other units
caused some unrest among the nursing
staff, who often felt rather cut off.  No.2
British Red Cross Hospital was more
central to the town.  Two other hospitals
were operated within the racetrack. One
was a British hospital for wounded PoWs
and British prisoners who had self-
inflicted wounds and the third was a
British colonial hospital. 

Not all the men in the hospitals were battle casualties – sexually transmitted diseases 
took a toll of soldiers in France and a "Client for Rouen" was Army slang for a 'venereal' 
case.  In fact a brothel had been established in Rouen and was visited by 171,000 men in
its first year, with just 243 infection cases, but public opinion in the UK forced its closure
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