Correspondence re plaque Johnson family

Although the next of kin of all soldiers who died in the first world war received a bronze plague and scroll in
recognition of their sacrifice, Ernest’s record is one of only two we have that record the award to the families
of the Bingham fallen. In Ernest’s’ case, who was to receive the plague and scroll became closely related to his
father’s failing health.

Relatives had to submit a form to claim the plaque and scroll. (See image 1). This was addressed to his mother,
Rosa, whom he had named as his next of kin on enlistment, although his father was still alive.

Needless to say, there was a form on which to record the names of parents and all full blood or half-blood
siblings. This had to be agreed by one of them. William is named as his father together with three brothers
and four sisters. Addresses are given but they are faint. Only Ada was in Bingham. Ernest’ brother Simeon,
now the eldest of the siblings, signed but unfortunately the date has been burned away. He lived at Anglesey
Road, Burton on Trent. (See image 2)

The form was endorsed “Enquire when time comes to establish if still alive and ask for...”

There followed an exchange of correspondence between Simeon and the army about the state of his father’s
health. This was initiated by the army (see image 3) in May 1919. On the relative’s form, Simeon had said his
father was” in poor health”. Simeon replied (images 4 and 5) in a poignant letter of which half has been
burned away, using words like “helpless” and “paralysis”. On page 2 he says his father could just about sign his
name should this be required. He closes “believe me sirs, your obedient .., Simeon Johnson”.

William recovered sufficiently to acknowledge receipt of the plaque in November 1920 (image 6).
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Scroll down for further images


http://www.binghamheritage.org.uk/bingham_at_war/world_war_1/the_fallen/johnson_ernest_scroll_and_plaque.pdf

i e , -

i )
E o ; M S EEn 4 ; Army Form W. 5080.
Regiine {ACHINE GUNCORPS To.be filled in by
[peiam W , ‘ . Officer in Charge of
‘ Itecords.

_deceased

dl:esscs of all the Relatives of the above-named deceas
t are now living.

' is.to be insorted: IE the

STATEMENT of the Names and Ad
- Soldier in each of the degrees specified below tha

Work.—Against those degrees of relationship in which there is no relative now living the word “nonc’
answers are not filled in, much correspondence and delay may be occasioned by the negleet.
ADDRESS IN FULL

NAME IN FULL -
Degtee of relationship of cvery relative now living in cach “%of edch ‘surviving relative opposite his or
defiree enquired for (see mote abore). ; b her name.
_,—__‘___4——'—-' - _’—_l e —— - SUBSSERY e ——————
Widow of the Soldier o s 4 pA | IA e fon
bt A (A . X ‘i__"_______—¢—~——‘——‘—-,
A A & { P LY T - VR
‘ AS ' 4 : (A LN
Childyen of the SQoldier and ;Q - ,Ub ' ‘o C i Ty {[‘ < e WL
dates of their births... (/‘V “" ! b :__,ﬂ‘ % ol ik e .
,‘ /
i
Father of the Soldier ... ‘ | £
Mother of the Soldier .. s |1
i S A ST 1255, -5 e i | -——_-_________'_—-
| B S| ey W, U ‘i@.— A& ' o
‘ Full Blood ... & o hadalh RPN T '
. g ! -
Brothers of | ; o e Rl A - A
the b'o_l_fli(_:r [ J 3 |
_-. ? \lHﬂJf bleod ...
LRI 2T N S T it G T : B pact
o 9 o |
- Full blood . | - LY
B : ‘ UL PEE T T Y
Sisters of ot} SO . P e diA
{he S%lﬂit‘l‘ | e { > :
-
- 1 Half blood
' ¥ . . ] . . % gl
! If no Relatives in the degrees nb?_\{g_yffjiwrl_n—ring thf followlni_pnrhculnn should _Iie given K
P Pl Names of thosze now living. . Addresses in full, y u
- ,_________,_____,._—-'——-f——"" helg X R e HESTES i e O SO i
irandpavents of theSeldicr .. ) = >
s ,_.__._..—-—-ﬂ!‘——)_:: i P IS e ) PSS S
= | i Age
R 1 PP L a AL
“Rephews and Niuéeﬁ"n‘f_mﬁl"*"‘“-"‘ e e e
Soldier ’ ¥ :
S el S Lk ENes S
Uncles and Aunts by blood olfos o T st W7 8,7 ] Pra
the Soldier (not Uncles and i ; PR 2
Aunts by marriage) ... $ . \
» { B il
\ |
DECLARATION.

i
and complete Statement of all the Relativ
J

; -

e 1 hereby declare that ﬂn‘; above is a true
. living in the degroes enquired for, oo B 5,
TV TC N . 8. L S, 8

elationship to the SoldivrM___ TR (R
Jdross in fulk A&JQ_MJ—J—L&*-H:__ ry iirs

by certify that the nbo:ra Statement and Declaration made b
i By presence is complete and corTect;-to.the best obig




! 2 . st arsia

341 ébn Johnson,
B, Anglesey Road,
Burton-on=Trent .

\
]
[

' umea .this office on 7/4/19 re "Plaque and Scrol
@ me as to the oondiuon of  your Father wh

ndly
; that dtf,o to be "Lying very 111",

officer 1/c Racoﬁf/:a

b s m—_"

Re late No 28078 ato. E. Johnson, Machine Gun Corps.

With reference to Army Form W,5080 which you complet.ed and

1", will you
o you stated

Lieut for

achine Gun COrpl.




