Enlistment papers for Lance Sergeant Ernest Johnson
Images 1and 2 Attestation

Ernest Johnson enlisted into the Machine Gun Corps on 21 October 1915
at Mansfield, giving his address as 18 High Street, Mansfield. He was 27
years and 215 days old. He was a labourer. His service number 280178 is
written beneath a deleted number 31619.

However, there is a second attestation form (Image 2) with the same
dates and signatures with the number 31619 indicating he was joining the
Sherwood Foresters. Later records in this collection suggest he served
first with the Foresters and then transferred to the Machine Gun Corps.
His enlistment papers for the corps seem to have been back dated, maybe
to keep the bureaucrats happy!

Images 3 and 4 Description report

Parts of the Description Reports are badly burned so these notes are
incomplete. Two description forms, as well as two attestation forms, seem
to have been included Ernest’s papers throughout his army career,
attached to the two attestation sheets. Each was completed with the
same basic information:

Height: 5 feet 34 inches

Girth: 3334, expansion 3% inches

Distinctive marks: Scar left shoulder and middle of back. Small scar on
both legs.

Next of kin: Rosa Johnson, 17 Trench Cottages, Branston Road, Burton on
Trent.

Unmarried

Award of British War Medal and Victory Medal noted on second form.
Statement of the Services:

The second piece of paper was less badly burned than the first. The
additional information, which shows his initial service with the Sherwood

Foresters, this form is shown in red on the table below.

“Service towards limited engagement reckons from: 21/10/15"

Corps in Promotions etc. Army Rank Dates
which served
Sherwood Joined at Private 21/10/15
Foresters Mansfield

Posted Private 21/10/15
Sherwood Apptd unpaid Lieutenant 3/12/15
Foresters /Corporal 4/12/15




Apptd paid Lieutenant 10/1/16
/Corporal

Sherwood Promoted Corporal 4/2/16
Foresters
Machine Gun | Transferred Corporal 14/3/16
Corps
Machine Gun | Appointed Lance Sergeant 15/5/16
Corps
Machine Gun | BEF France Lance Sergeant 16/5/16
Corps

There was even a form to record what clothing and equipment he took
with him on transfer from the Foresters to the machine Gun Corps
(image 5).

He took: 2 boots, 1 cap, 2 jackets, 2 trousers, 1 waistcoat and 1 great
coat.

Another form, Image 6, raised by the pay office records, he was owed 18
days at 1/8d less 6d insurance, making a total of £1.3.6d.

Image 7 Casualty Form

Original badly charred.

Embarked Southampton 16/5/16
Dis-embarked Le Havre 17/5/16
Killed in Action 11/7/16

“Signed for Officer in Command Machine Gun Corps Section
3" Echelon GHQ”

Image 8 - charge sheet [?]
Ernest appears to have committed some, probably minor, offence in The
Field, for which he was not court martialled. The details are lost in the

burned portion of the form. The order to dispense with a trial was dated
22/6/16.

Scroll down to see images
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SHORT SERVICE.
(Forgthe ])'r'ulio'n of the \V'.Lr.)‘
,t?fi’%/ % ATTESYATION OF‘:' .
No.:%Name R L Loddz /___. Corps “
0 M 67 IINE EUN 7L

28078 ~ R o-
E Questions to be put to the Recruit I)Ltmc Ulll\(l]lLl(]}t/

1. What is your Name? R A X éz{ W
i ] [ 2, ,&/

2, What is yoursfull Address? 1

3. Are you a British Subject ? we 3

4. What is yowr Age? . |

5. What_is your T ,“h_ QL Calling ? T

6. Are you Married ? . S e &

7. Have you ever served in any hrauch of Ilis l\l.qut) ] h:ru:s naval or | \

{ military, if s0,* state particulars? ¥ J 7 e

7A. Have you truly stated the whole, if any, ul your previous service ? ,,,  7A. ....){..}... R ASTATaSN FaR i

8, Au. \ou willing to be \.lcun.ltul o re-vaccinated? v B. wilidTisliiininuanieninsisinionuninees

9. Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service?... 9.

( Naune
[ Corps...

10. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its | 10
meaning, and who gave it to you ? ) 9

11, Are you willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty
should so long require your services ?

IFor the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all = 11,

conveaient speed,  If employed with Hospitals, depots of Mounted U nits, and as Clerks, ete., you

may be retained after the termination of hostilities until your services can be spared, but ‘such
refention shall in no case excecd six months.
) P “’(’({'1 = ]/‘ 71 L = ______do solemnly declare that the above : mswq’

made by me to the above questions are true, and th: n l am willing to lulhl the Lug.lgumnta made.

” ,,nj,'(&&;ﬂ.-;c*.; s SIGNATURE OF RECRUI
o Lt
2/ Tbef1A

_Signature of Wilness.
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OATH TO BE TAKEN BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION.
@ te €%

Nﬂ(trc

swear by Amighty God, that I will be fait}
',.uullll.u 1 will, as in duty hound, hon

and lu..u true Allegiance to His Majesty Kin s, (nul'f&. lln, Fi lllh, Hh llul\ lml \l:u..t,ssu
and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heir:

and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs ;m(l Succcnsors, and of the (}cnm.d-a and ()ﬂii‘crs sel over me.

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER,

The Recruit above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above qu(,stio
be liable to be punished as provided in the Army Act,
JhL. nhon quuhon: were llun rL-l(l to thc Rmumt in my pIL,‘-LIILL

to, and the ba}d Rcurmt .has ﬁlddc and m.nc(l lhl. (l‘.cl.lr.nmu .md taL(.u lln.' mlh lu.forc me at
s

27 it AP O A 1‘)12_%
9 Signature of the Justice 7

T Cerlificale of Approving Officer.
certlfy that this Attestation of the above-named Recruit is correct, and properly fill
beca eomphcd with, I accordm[,ly approve, and appoint him to the I_/ Y.

“on this
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'
Questions to be put to the Recr it Hefore unlislmcnt.

1. What is your Name? saed s
{2
2. What is vour full Address? s 1
3. Are you a British Subject ? R |
4. What is your Age? v . .
5. What is your Trade or Calling? T )
6. Are you Married ? ... son: ML dsieansiseniasnnessasionsustunserasssssasuoisanssssssesnvusebsasnenssnsasns

7. Hav. yvou ever served in any branch of His Majesty's 1 -
Forces, naval or military, if so,* which ¢ )

= g ———— . i & ” ®
; 8. Are vou willing to be vaccinated or re-vaccinated? ... 8. ,'g?‘{ Sohsshndo S 1.
9. Are you willing to be enlisted for General Service ... 9. fhéwnn wresseartises
174 1
10. Did you receive a Notice, and do you understand its | 10, Lﬁ,g (N
meaning, and who gave it to you ? J 3 é SRR Corpsee e A
e
(You willing to serve upon the following conditions provided His Majesty
| uld so long require your services

For the duration of the War, at the end of which you will be discharged with all
conveaient speed,  If employed with Hospitals, depots of Mounted Units, and as Clerks, ele., you
may be retained after the termination of hostilitics until your scrvices can be spared, but such
retention shall in no case exceed six months,

I, UM Ll Jo"lhﬂ—t "\{ Ole ___do 501uuiul_v declare thaf the above answers
e by me Lo the above questions are true, and that I am willing to fultil !hc cngagementy made,
4
\/ g’i m—l‘jm‘zl.._ A ._._-__jr”. —- -SIGNATURE OF, RECRUIT-
\_ AL L [t e . ¢ o Signature of Wifness. ©

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY RECRUIT ON A'lTEh'lAl‘IO\'
’ 6,4/“(‘{’/' . /d’{( 2O/ ’ '«\\L.II by Almighty God, that I will be faithful

4 uc Allegiance to His )]ujtnl) King George the ¥ ‘fth, His Huir: ~.ln<1 Successors, and that I will, as fin duty bound, honestly
ly defend His M: , His Heirs and Successors, u|l'u~un Crown, and dignity against all cnemies, and will observe

.‘ ‘ders of His l_\', His Heirs and Successors, and of the Generals and Officers sct over me, 8o help me God,

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER,
t
git above named was cautioned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above questions he would
jshed as provided in the Army Act.
jestions were then read to.the Recruit in my presence.

b that he understands cach question, and that his answer to cach qunlum. has been du]) entered as replied

made and signed the declaration and taken the oath before me at ARV e

o 0COLD S ap ,.,/é
o i Siylmluu.' of ‘the Justice %‘t’*c’(a ‘vv)(b (nlel

t Certificate of Approviug Officer.
named Recruit is correct, and properl,
g, and uppoint him to the t_‘(f
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DESCRIPTIVE REPORT /ON ENLISTMENT. "

(To correspond with Entries on the Medical Hislory Sheet.)
Applicable to all ranks.

L.ame é,,{‘ég L7, n\/ V. Z z_z/z/;é,' e T P R S
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Army Form W. 3008.

Transfer Clothing and Necessaries Statement.

¢ 4 .
4 "
STATEMENT shewu;wylt lcs of Clothing in possession of a _ ¢ 4{/«4 ___proceeding

from the _ /?__é__/ to the _W 64.4 6’7/0 /5
])nte of Transfer S — f T 191 é

— 7 P

¢ ; 7 7 -~ Sy
Regimental No., Rank and Nume;f/ f/ﬂW&iMﬁ/

~
0 . ) . -

(Date of enlistment or recommencement of Service) . .__ 47/ /_Q: 247 FRILY

. Articles not in possession to e struck out of the b Articles not in possession, to he strnek out of the

No. list, and any articles not inclu lul should No. list, and any articles not included should

be iuscrted ‘be inserted

12 Boots, Ankle, or Shoes, Highland, pairs / Cloak or Great Coat
/ Cap , Spurs, Jack, pairs { i
z Drawers M pairs o8 R

) (insert kind)
Frock

TR

(insert kind)

,, Canvas
§ : ; .
Gaiters, Highland, pairs, drab /

| Gloves, pairs

ﬂ - Jacket, Serv_ice Dress, or blue
Kilt

Pantulomlb, Cold Ppairs

Puttees, pairs

Shoes, Canvas, pairs

“Trousers, Service Dress, or blue, pairs

i Canvas 3 A
/ Waistcoat, Caldlgﬂ.u
’ Fi '
| 4
iy ' g i
o of the Soldier__ _.‘_ r . t

Certified that this statement is correcd inevery particular,
]

7
P |

«  Commanding Squadren; Bnttery or Company. s

//_/J/M_‘Vnme of unit man is leaving, 3

Commandm(r Sqnadwm—Bqtbery—eﬂ-Compauy. ée ;
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