
Enlistment papers for Lance Sergeant Ernest Johnson

Images 1and 2 Attestation

Ernest Johnson enlisted into the Machine Gun Corps on 21st October 1915 
at Mansfield, giving his address as 18 High Street, Mansfield. He was 27 
years and 215 days old. He was a labourer. His service number 280178 is 
written beneath a deleted number 31619.

However, there is a second attestation form (Image 2) with the same 
dates and signatures with the number 31619 indicating he was joining the
Sherwood Foresters. Later records in this collection suggest he served 
first with the Foresters and then transferred to the Machine Gun Corps. 
His enlistment papers for the corps seem to have been back dated, maybe
to keep the bureaucrats happy! 

Images 3 and 4 Description report

Parts of the Description Reports are badly burned so these notes are 
incomplete. Two description forms, as well as two attestation forms, seem
to have been included Ernest’s papers throughout his army career, 
attached to the two attestation sheets. Each was completed with the 
same basic information: 

Height: 5 feet 3¼ inches
Girth:   33¾, expansion 3¼ inches
Distinctive marks: Scar left shoulder and middle of back. Small scar on 
both legs.

Next of kin: Rosa Johnson, 17 Trench Cottages, Branston Road, Burton on
Trent.

Unmarried

Award of British War Medal and Victory Medal noted on second form.

Statement of the Services: 
The second piece of paper was less badly burned than the first. The 
additional information, which shows his initial service with the Sherwood 
Foresters, this form is shown in red on the table below.

“Service towards limited engagement reckons from: 21/10/15”

Corps in 
which served

Promotions etc. Army Rank Dates

Sherwood 
Foresters

Joined at 
Mansfield

Private 21/10/15

Posted Private 21/10/15
Sherwood 
Foresters

Apptd unpaid Lieutenant 
/Corporal

3/12/15
4/12/15



Apptd paid Lieutenant 
/Corporal

10/1/16

Sherwood 
Foresters

Promoted Corporal 4/2/16

Machine Gun 
Corps

Transferred Corporal 14/3/16

Machine Gun 
Corps

Appointed Lance Sergeant 15/5/16

Machine Gun 
Corps

BEF France Lance Sergeant 16/5/16

There was even a form to record what clothing and equipment he took 
with him on transfer from the Foresters to the machine Gun Corps 
(image 5). 
He took: 2 boots, 1 cap, 2 jackets, 2 trousers, 1 waistcoat and 1 great 
coat.
Another form, Image 6, raised by the pay office records, he was owed 18
days at 1/8d less 6d insurance, making a total of £1.3.6d.

Image 7 Casualty Form

Original badly charred.
Embarked Southampton 16/5/16
Dis-embarked Le Havre   17/5/16
Killed in Action            11/7/16

“Signed for Officer in Command Machine Gun Corps Section 
3rd Echelon GHQ”    

Image 8 – charge sheet [?]

Ernest appears to have committed some, probably minor, offence in The 
Field, for which he was not court martialled. The details are lost in the 
burned portion of the form. The order to dispense with a trial was dated 
22/6/16.
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