
Enlistment papers for Charles Robert Penson

Image 1 Attestation

The attestation form was completed in Nottingham but the last part, the 
certificate of approval to join the Royal Engineers, was completed in Chatham. 
He was living in Chapel Lane Bingham and working as a carpenter. 
He was 31 years and 7 months of age.

He declared that he had previous service with the 4th Lincolnshire Territorials. 

Images 2 and 3 descriptive report 

Height:  5 feet 5⅛ inches
Girth:    33½ inches, expansion 2½ inches

Next of kin: Ethel Penson of Chapel lane, Bingham
The form records that he married Ethel Machin on 20th October 199 in Lincoln 
(Methodist Chapel). She was a widow.
Children were listed as: Hilda Ruby Machin, b 27/09/05, London

Gladys Mabel (Penson), b 03/03/06, Lincoln
Eric Charles, b 12/08/10, Lincoln
Lewis George, b 16/10/13, Bingham 

In the statement of services table he was declared a proficient carpenter: 

Corps Regt/Depot Detail Rank dates
Joined Nottingham 19/01/15
Depot Attested Sapper 19/01/15
Depot Carpenter 

proficient
Sapper 19/01/15

7th Field 
Company

Transferred Sapper 28/01/15

7th Field 
Company

Newark No 6 
depot Con

Sapper 01/10/15

Base depot. 
Transferred to
Ex Force 
France & 
embarked

Sapper 19/11/15

Shrapnel wound
(Sh Wd) back 
and head

Sapper 16/02/16

Carpenter 
skilled

Sapper 01/08/16

7th Field 
Company

Killed in Action Sapper 22/04/17

Buried at London cemetery at Neuville-Vitasse
PRH Kep mem vide JWGC FV/5267/18

Total service towards engagement 2 years 94 days

(Image 3 is the continuation form which recorded the last three rows for the 
table)



Image 4 Casualty Form

Casualty forms were also used to record a man’s service record. In Penson’s 
case there are inconsistencies between this and the service record on images 2 
and 3.

The table below summarises verbatim:

Record of activities Place Dates 
[note dates do not  
always tally with image 
2]

Transf. form from ETC 
Newark to RE general Base
depot

On Service 19/11/15

Joined Unit from Base On Service 27/11/15

Wounded On Service 15/02/16

Admitted to 1st [?] 
(Gunshot wound head and
back

On Service 15/02/16

Admitted to N Mid CCS 
[casualty clearing station]

On Service 25/01/16

To duty On Service 04/03/16

Admitted to 5 … Hospl On Service * /06/16

Re-joined unit from 
hospital 

On Service 18/06/16

Raised to skilled rate of EP
@1/4d

On Service 01/08/16

Leave to UK On Service 11th to 21st December 
1916

Killed On Service 22/04/17

Image 5 medical history

This reveals he weighed 112 lbs (8 stones or 50.8 kg), his physical development 
was assessed to be “poor” and he had “bad teeth”.
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