GRANT AWARDED FOR
NEW PROJECT - ROOTS
AND DEVELOPMENT OF

BINGHAM
Bingham Heritage Trails
fAzacciation has been

successful in cbtaining a grant
of £31,200 frem the Heritage
Lettery Fund to carry cut a
three-year praject Tha Roots
and Davaloprmant of Singhant.
In cur previcus project we
field walked all the arable land
in the parish, but locked at
enly map data fer the built-up
area, That project raized a
number of interesting
questicns, which we will seek
te address with this new
project. The main gquesticns
are whether there are any
indications of an Angle-Saxon
core settlerment anywhere in
Bingham and how this core
aettlernent developed threugh
timme. To gain answers to
theze we intend to dig 30-50
archaeclegical test pits in
central Bingharm and do a
study of the cold houses here,
including uging
dendrochronclegy to date the
buildings., Many pecple have
already wvelunteered to let us
dig in their gardens and study
their houses, Inthe next few
weeks we will contact all these
pecple again and plan 2
course of action with therm and
the archaeclegists of Trent &
Feak archaeclogy, who will be
working with us,

BINGHAM HERIT AGE
TRAIL — AT LAST!

Oespite calling ourselves
‘Bingham Heritage TRAILS
fAssocciation’, we have only
produced, during cur 12 year
histery, a couple of ‘proper’
trails in cur Churchyard Trail
and the Hentage Walks in the
countryside leaflets! we have
now produced aleaflet (shown
below) describing a  trail
arcund the tewn to replace cur
ariginal *Built Heritage™ leaflet
which 18 now cut of date and
out of print. This publicaticn
12 the third cormmponent of a

cembined project to
recenstruct the Rerman well in
the cemetery and to sign the
ceretery as an arboreturm,
The trail links the town and
the cemetery to provide a
heritage-packed walk arcund
the town and the arboretum.
The project was completed
with the handowver of the well
and infermmation beard to the
Mayer of Bingham on the 12th
Movernber,
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and back and describes the
history of the town through its
buildings and stories, The walk
could take you an hour or
mere, but the key buildings
are highlighted for those who
dent have tirme for the full
Monty! Cne of cur chjectives
15 to encocurage pecple to
spend socrme quiet time in the
arboreturn adriring the trees
and enjoving the peaceful
atrosphere, as the Wictorian
designers intended. In the
aunshine of a pleasant day it
really 15 a special place. The
leaflet 1z availlable free of
charge fromm  the Bingham
Library, the Tewn office at the
&ld Court House or from 19
Church  Street, It will be
available on the BHTA stall at
the Christrnas and Surmmer
Fairs, We hope to find other
ocutlets during the next few
maonths, The leaflet has been
designed for us for free by CWY
Deazign of Fairfield Street,

we plan to produce a younger
perzons trail leaflet for those
wanting te  take children

arcund the town. This will be
available in the Spnng.




THE STORY OF OUR
ROMAMN WELL

It was in the Septermber issue
of the newsletter in 2009 that
we first told cur readers of the
Rorman well discevered during
the rocadworks on the Ada,
Since ’rl'u=r| we have rn=|:u-r-h=.:|

’r'--ll- YEars a1'h=r ;
CAn give a Fl'u-h:-:"’rn-r'».' of ’rhn=
project,

1) Earlier in 2009 Cotsweold-
Weasex Archaeclogy started
an inwvestigaticn inte the anly
area  within  the Bingham
parish to be invelved in the
dualling of the Ad6. It turned
cut te be wery rich in finds
covering the Ircn age and the
Forman peried including twe
gtone-lined wells,

Z2) The archaeclogists partially
digmantled a sectien of ocne
well (at arrow on phote 1) te
confirmn that it was of Roman
erigin and it was in this state
that Dag Foottit discovered it
during a cycle ride and passed
en the infermation the BHTA.
We in turn contacted Balfour
Beatty asking if we could
relocate this relic of the town’'s
Rormman hentage.,

31 By Decermber 2009 Balfour
Beatty had genercusly agreed
to employ C [d- iy X
Archaeclogy to Fernatically
dismantle the well with three
BHTA committee  members
(after attending H&S training)
toc ocbzerve and ph-.t-. graph
the operation. Before each
course of the stene lining was
rernoved the archaeclogists
made detaled annctated
sketches of every stone,

&) Thiz late in the year the site
was extremely wet and muddy
so that remowing the water
from the excavation a
constant problern, Az a result
the ‘cheervers’ formed bucket




chains as well as
photegraphing ewvery stage of
the dizrmantling, labelling and
bagging all the stones which
by the end of the week were
safely stored in Geoff Ashton’s

garage.
The next photegraph in the
sequence was taken  in
Septermnber 2011, The

intervening 22 months were
cccupied by discussing
possible gites for the
relocation, which ended up as
the cemetery, and applyving
for planning permissicn to
reconstruct the well, This was
finally achieved in September.
51 The stones had to be
cleaned and re-labelled and
apart from cur members this
was carried cut by a team of
velunteers from the Toot Hill
Schoeol &6th formers, Some of
them are shown in the phote
taken by the  Bingham
Advertiser,

61 Using an 80crm diameter
former, which represented the
internal size of the well shaft,
the cleaned and labelled
stones in courses K to A were

placed in  their eriginal
arrangernents uaing the
sketches and photegraphs

from December 2009,
71 The courses were delivered
in turmn to Fhil Selby who owver

three davs completed the
reconstruction of the
atonework and backfill, shown
in &),

) & 10) The final handover to
Town Mawcor, Cllr. Maureen
Stockweood and County Cllr,
Martin Scuthers tock place at
a well-attended ceremony on
1zth Movermber,

WHAT WAS FOUND
IM THE BACKFILL?Y

ik en archaeclogists
discovered the Rorman  well
alongside the A48 in August
2009 they found that the

stone lining went down to 3
metres, We removed the top
1.2 rnetres for the
reconstruction, Fhil Selby,
who reconstructed the well
that, deceptively, already
loaks like it has always been
there, used a methed similar
to that used by the Romans.
They dug a cylindrical hole, 2
metres in diameter and built
the well, which 13 80 cm in
internal diameter, Iin  the
rmiddle. Az each course of
stones was laid they backfilled
the rest of the heole. The
backfill was made up mostly of
clay and stones, but there
were animal beones, bits of
wood, a broken Millstone Grit

quern stone, a piece of
vesicular basalt, broken
bricks, tiles and pieces of

pottery mived in with . The
pottery fragrments could be
dated and three of them
auggested the most likely date
for building the well was
16040, The well fell cut of
use in the late 3™ to early 4th
century ., It wasfilled up and a
gravel road laid over it. Cne
piece of pottery  found
cenfirms this date for the end
of the life of the well, Scme of
the road grawvel found when
the el Was being
deconstructed hasz been set in
concrete  on top  of  the
reconstructed  well in the
cernetery., Cnly a short length
of the rocad was excavated,
but its trend suggests that it
mavy hawve led from
Margidunurn to the centre of
Bingham. The wesicular
basalt is of a kind not found in
Great Britain, It most likely
came frem ene of the velcanic
regicns  aleng  the Rhine
Yalley, It would have been
used in the szame way as
pumice for scouring the skin
while bathing., A&lthcocugh we
tried to replicate the chnginal
well when it was rebuilt we did
diverge from the designin ocne

place, by wusing a piece of
Roman brick that was found in
the backfill in the stenewcrk at
the bottom left hand side.

GARDEN FINDS

Readers will recall that in
Cctober last year we put
leaflets through the doors of
2500 heouses in Bingham
asking pecple to oollect any
bits of pottery and cther man-
made items when they were
gardening., We put out a
reminder in the spring this
¥ BAr, e have had &0
responses; some  yielding
large nurmbers of finds, Most
of the material is 19t or Z0th
century pottery, but there are
a few wery interesting cnes.
These include a Rerman coin, 2
large piece of Roman pottery,
some medieval pottery, bits of
Tudor Cisterdan Ware, many
good clay pipe bowls, old glass

and interesting bits of
metalwork . Most of it has
been identified, but scme

requires the attention of a

apecialist.  Thig may take a
few weeks to do, but cur aim
13 to have everything
identified and reports
delivered to the individual

househelders by the end of
this year.

THERE IS NOT ENOUGH
STREETLIGHTING

In view cof the current debate
over the ment, or octherwise,
of the economies achieved by
reduced streetlighting, our
researches in the newspaper
archives have corme across the
following itermn in the
Mettingham Joumal dated
September 1350:

aBinNGHAM  Tha gas works
at  this  place 05 fast
aporoaching  comodetion, and
an Saturdsy awvening last the



straats fights wara fighted for
tha Nrst Hma,.  Workman ara
Foiy el ampiopad i
conwapng the sarwice pipes
inte tha various shops and
Jdweallings, sawvera! of which
have bean Mighted up,  The
appaarancd of the fown in the
araning is quite imposing, and
ganaral safisfacton prawvails
a5 & the briliance of the
Wghts, the gas balng of
syparior  Quality, We ara
indined & think that the
nurrbar of pablic Nghts (12700
too limitad, but wa doudt not
thalr nurmbar will be incraasad
at the naxt general maating of
tha ratapapars, Too  mruch
prafsa cannot ba awarded &0
the spiritad diractors, and we
haartly wish thatthay and the
sharahaoldars may realise that
ramunaraion thair
invasirmants rmarit,

CDA-Tn 9th February 1855
the Journal reported that at a
vestry meeting held onthe &th
February, ratepayers agreed to
install an additienal five lights,

A selection of Bingham Gas
lanterns. But where were they?

"WINTER® TALKS

e plan te held three talks
this winter, starting in the
Mew ear. &3 usual these will
be on a Thursday evening in
the Methodist Hall starting at
8.00pm. 5o farwe can confirm
enly one of them., This is
Scandals and Tragedias in
Historica! SBingharm by David
Maszcn and will be on 15 March
2010. The talk is based on
infermation  cbtained  froem
newspapers published in the
pericd 1768 to 1870, e
have asked an archaeclogist
who has worked on the 446 to
give us a talk, but hawve not
vet agreed a date. There will
also be an illustrated talk by
Rebin Aldwerth on the
photegraphic archive of
Bingham and the wuse of
phetography and image
manipulaticn as a heritage
research tocl, The date for this
depends on when the A46 talk
15 gQiven.

BHTA Membership
costs you only a
minimum of £2.00
per annum.

For thus Discovering
Bingham is delivered

every guarter to vour
home and up-dates on
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bhta@binghamheritage. crg.uk
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VICE CHAIRMAM: Geoff Ashten - 01949 375177

SECRETARY: Jack Wilscn - 01949 538275
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Rebin Aldwerth - 01349 5539991

With thanks to Hammond Harwood for their
support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

PEOPLE & PLACES
Bingham Press
Cuttings 1768 to 1899

Bimngham Press Cullings
1768 to 1899

Members of BHTA searched
the newspaper archives at
the Local Studies Centre in
Mottingham  City library
looking for references to
Bingham in articles, adverts
and court hearings covering
a period of more than one
hundred years fromn 17685,

The stories that have been
collected inkto this booklet
relate largely to places we
can still see today, so while
we walk around the town we
can imagine the scenes that
wiere playved out here during
the eighteenth and
ninete enth centuries.

Price: £3.50 Available from
Bingham  Library, Eaton
Flace Mewsagents or order
direct from BHTA by e-mail:
bhta@binghamheritage.org.
uk

Special offer to members of
£3 when purchased direct
from BHTA
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