700t ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATIOMNS
Mext vear, 2014, will be the

700th  anniversary of the
granting of a market charter
toc Bingham. It was then that
Bingham stopped being a
village and becarne a rarket
town., There were already
markets in places  like
Mansfield, Worksop, Mewark
and Maottingham, a0
competition was stiff, The fact
that it is still here is secrmething
that Bingharm should be proud
of. In September, BHTA held
a meeting with the Community
Cornrnittee of the Bingham
Town Council te discuss how
to celebrate the event, It was
decided that celebrations
would be linked te the z014
Summer Fair, which will have
a medieval therme and the
Town Council has undertaken
to establish a planning group
consisting of Councillers,
BHTA and cother interested

partiez to arrange it. At the
time of geing to press the first
meeting has vet to happen.

LACRY ALICE TURMS

Up oM CUE !

Bingharn's Thursday Market,
was granted in 1314 by @
charter of King Edward II to
Dame Alice, the widow of Sir
Richard de Bingham, Lord of
Bingharm maner, and her son
Sir williarm, Right on cue a
fascinating and timely new

archival discowery has been
made, A& friend of BHTA

cermmittee  member  Adrian
Henstock was recently in
Lincelnshire archives

researching recocrds of the
mediaeval bishops of Linceln.
He had completed his work in
the microfilm copies and was
flicking through the images to
waste time until hig bus home
to Grantharm when he noticed
a ‘doodle’ image of a woman
weanng a wimple drawn in the
margin  pointing  with  her
finger to the adjacent written
entry. Cn investigation the
entry turned ocut to relate to
Dame Alice, described as the
‘widow of Richard de
Byngham, knight',

It appears that in 1312 Dame
Alice took a wow of chastity
befere Bishop Dalderby of
Linceln at cne of the Bishop's
palaces at Sleaford. In the
wow she referred to herself by
her maiden name cof Alice
Bertram, being a daughter of
Sir Richard Bertram, lord of
Bothal Castle in

Merthumbedand. The doodle
of her is an extremely rare
gapecially in an
record  book,

find,
adrministrative

an image of a weman other
than a queen iz especially
unusual - she must have made
some  impressien on o the
diccesan clerk writing cut the
entry | We know froem cother
decurnents that her husband
Sir Richard had died sornetimme
after 1308, when  the
archbishop of Yerk licenced a
private chapel for his own
farnily use near the junction of
the medern Kirkhill and Scheool
Lane. His life-sized effigy in
full  armour now  lies  in
Bingharm pansh church at the
aide of the altar.

THE BELACK DEATH IN
BINGHAM

The main reascn that we dug
archaeclogical test pits in

pecple’s gardens was to see
what we could learn about the
criging of Bingharm town, e
know from the Domesday
Book that Bingham existed,
but it does not tell us exactly
where it was or where the
farnilies  lived, The basic
assumpticn we have worked
te all aleng is that in 1220 A0,
or thereabouts, 5t Mary's
Church was built on the site of
an earlier, probably timber,
rmud and thatch structure. So,
cur thecry was that the
eriginal Bingham settlerment
was  probably  sornewhere
arcund the medern church,
This is where we sited most of
the 60 pits we have dug.

We now have identified over
half of the finds we colleced
including ewerything that is
medieval or clder and we are
beginning to get an



understanding of ocur eardy

history, what iz already
clear 18 that there were
pecple living in the area

arcund the church as far back
az the Iron Age and that

coccupancy of this area was
more or less continuous from

then ocnwards. This qgives
Bingharm an unusually cld
history.

Thiz continuity of settlernent
frem the Iren Age in places

arcund the church i3
interesting. It is not known
precisely  when ChrAstianity

came te Bingham bot it seems
that the eardy Chnstians built
their church within an already
cld-established settlement.

The biggest surprise was in
the large armcount of Late
Saxcn pottery that turned up,
over 70 sherds in total, Most
of this was a type of pottery
made in Torksey, Lincelnshire
ibelow) fram the late ot
century to just before the
Mormnan Conquest, Significant
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Hazad of 3 hunting arrow from
the I124%h cantury when thare
was shid @ Hiriving commranity
fiving in Warnar's Paddock,

concentraticns of finds were
turned up in four places that
had already a loeng history of
coccupation, These were
Foster's Lane, Cherry Street,
Church  Lane area and
Warner’s Paddock. The most

was  found In Warner's
Faddocck where these Late
Saxcn  pot sherds  were

assocated with bits of slag.
We hawve neot identified this
yvet, but it indicates seme sort
of industrial process going on
there. The western boundary
of Wwarner's Faddock i1z Jebb’s
Lane, which is a2 sunken lane
or hellow way, in places over

2 metres deep. This 13 an
ancient  pathway  and was
possibly there im0 Reman

times. The abundance of finds
in the pits we dug there
indicates that there was a
gignificant coermmunity  living

aleng the lane and they were
there frorm the Iron Age right
through te the middle ages.
However, in the late medieval
pericd there ig nothing., This
pericd is characterised by a
type of pottery that was being
made frem the middle of the
14th century; that is after the
Black Death or Flague, which
came to England in 1348-49
A0, The fact that there is
none of this type of pot there
suggests thatthe pecple living
aleng  Jebb’s  Lane  were
victims of the Black Death.
after that, Warner's Faddock
geems always to have been
pasture, There is ne ndge and
furrow  there, which s
indicative of medieval arable
agriculture and we have found
very  little  pottery  of any
younger pericd in the pits we
dug there,

The impact of the Black
Ceath on Bingham was seen
in the field walking data. You

can always assume that
Bingham was affected,
because nearly half the

population of England at that
time died, but it needs this
sort of research to gather the
evidence to show that it
actually did happen here and
exactly where the impact
was felt,

Sqt Williarm Barratt
Han, Brathwaite M
Pta Arthur Brow m

idrr Tharmas Buggins
Pte Frank Burros s
Pta Eric Cabourn

Pra Harbart Cow dall
Pra Sydmey Cuddy
Pta Jahn Darry

Pta Jogaph Dunstmara
Cpl Sidmay Faw star
Pte Frank Graan

Pta Chas, Hackett S0th
Pta Franl Harris

Cpl Robt, Hamshans
L'Cpl Thos, Hamshas

Sherwoad Forastars
Cheashira Reagt
Lames Fusiliars
Rerral Artillary
Sherwoad Forastars
Morthumb, Fusiliarg
South Staffs
Marthurmb, Fusiliars
Foth Canadian Infarkny
Sharwand Foragstars
Sherwoad Forastars
Yorks Regt
Camadian Infantry
Shar W and Forastars
South MNotks Hussars
Eranadiar Guards

Pra Ao Hill

Ffn Leanard Hickman

AfSasrman Parey Hind
Lt. Richard Jardine
LSt Ermast Julnsan
Pta Gan, Kattlaband
Pta Waltar Kirk

Tpr Gea, Marriott
Spr Chas, Papson
Pta Gao, Squiras

Pta Franmk Starbuck
Pta Geo, Thoraton
Pra Williarm Widmall
@nr Geo, Wilfard

Pta Fdl: Wright

Pra Russall wWright

Kirngs Reyal Rifles
Morth Staffs Ragt
HMS Inflaxibla
Levyal 27th Lamcs
Machine Gun Carps
Chaghire Ragt,

Fath Camadian Infartry
2rd Life Guards
Rerral BErginaars
Rerral Seets Fusiliars
M. Larcs Reagt,
Shiar W ood Forastar g
Sharwood Forastarg
Rerral Artillery
Warwickshire Reagt
Sharw oad Foragtar




1st & 2nd WORLD WAR

UPDATE

Much work has been done by
Rupert Bear an the
background of the people

from Bingham who died in
Wl - i.e. who their parents
were, where thev lived and
what their professions were
gtc, We are now turning our
attention to twving to find
their armvy records which
would tell us where they
served and other background
information on their service in
the forces, This mar prove
very difficult as manyr service
records Wi EFE destroved
during the blitz in WwZ.

We are alsc wvery short on
photos for these people - we
hawve afew but could really do
with rmore. The blug panels
below lists these pecple from
Bingham who died in Wil - if
any was your relative, or you
know their farily and can
paszs the message on, we

would like to borrow  any
photos or docurnents to copy
and retum or hear

reminiscences of these [owed-
cnes,  Wwwl centact Mike
Fatten 01249 331367

2014 s alse the 75th
anniversary of the cutbreak of
iz, Because of the
diminishing number of pecple
who served in the Znd World
War we want to extend cur
research into this pericd, The
crange list gives the names of
thaze from Bingham whe lost

their lives in this war. Again,
if anyone has any photos or
other records please let us
know, Wwwz contact John
Fermry 01949 375251

BINGHAM'S LOST
MANOR HOUSE-FPartII

In the March 2013 newsletter
we reported on pits dug at
Beauvale House which helped
identifr the site as that of the
13th ceptury Manor House of
Sir Richard de Bingham and
Lady Alice. We found a
cobbled ward dating to about
1270 and an Edward I (1272-
1307) silver penny. The
Manor House was derelict in
1586 and the 1776 maps did
naot show & house on this site,
We promised further news
when we had completed the
dendrochronology and house
history reports
then in progress. It
seems that the
1776 map 15
probably WIrong
and that there was
indeed a house an

this sikte in 1776,
Then what about
the rest of the
map? I= aur

reconstructed map
of the town in 1776
wrang in any other
aspects? Hawing
checked ag anst
the faithe map and
other sources, we
think not!
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The plan of the
house drawn by

Richard, our
professicnal
house history
consultant
shows, a3 we
suspected, the

gast wall of the
ground  floor to
be about a metre

thick. There ig a stone wall of
gimilar thickness in the cellar
which is about 10 feet west of
the east wall which might
have been a reocm of the
Manor House, possibly
discovered when the 15t
century cellar was builty The
fromt room had &  large
fireplace  with  a  central
chimney - common 0 many
houses up te abeut 1750, The
old kitchen to the rear of the
front  east rocom had  a
dateable rmafter - 1584,
congistent  with  Richard’s
dating of the eastern part of
Beauvale House to the late
16t century., Howewver, both
he and Robert, our
Dendrachrenelogist, suggest
thizs i1z re-used! Richard’s
phasing plan shows the two
gastern rooms as the earliest
part of the present house,

The western half
of the housze has
tweo beams dating
to 1719, The size
of bncks in this
gection (2"
2%") Is
consistent  with
thiz date. Thus
Richard I3
confident that the
wheole  structure
was standing In
its present
position in 1776,
Richard thinksa
the Mediawval
rmain gntrance
wiould have been on the east
wall, Rermcodelling in the mid-
19th century re-criented the
house to face scuth, by
inserting the present main
entrance together with itz
distinctive cast iron porch. In
the 158505 three plots of land
immediately east of the house
were sold for building; the
cwners would not want their
front door ocpening straight
onte the house next door!




This cemplex report requires
more  discussion  before a
definitive final story can be
wntten, Richard’s concluzion
T *The gvidence 15

contradictery, & pnme  site
such asz this in the centre of
Bingham must have been in
continuous use from an eardy
tirme. The thick east wall,
reuszed  timbers and eary
brickwerk shewing in sorme
parts might suggest cne or
more structures on the site

befere a major rebuild f
refashioning intoc one new
aingle structure in the late

1700s."4nd we all thought it
was just ancther Wicterian
farmhouze!

MEMORIES

In cur newsletter last June we
reported on the "Ficture the
Fast’ drop-in day we held at
the library in &pnl. Cne of
those wheo ‘dropped-in’ was
Fred Lane who was bern, in
1923, and bred in Bingham.

Hiz  father cwned the
hardware shop, under the
glegan, "All reads lead to

Lanes’, a forerunner of the
Handicentre and, from  all
reports, was even moere of an
Aladdin’s Cawve. Cne of the
photos of a fun-fair in the
Market place c. 1900 took
Fred's fancy so we sent him a
copy and in retum recelved
the following letter:

I am rmost gratefud fo poo for
sanding e his 35 T hawve
Ravar  managed  fo come
gcross anp shols of the Fair at
Bingham. Living a5 § did in Hhe
Markat Slace [ ohave wvarny
spaciad mamorias of wWsits of
tha fair - usually fwice 3 paar

in tha 205 &
305, i Was
SiWg s
fascinatad by
tha shagrn
traction angines
and the staam
Jrivan
roundsbouts.
and whan tha
fair was apan
and tha
machinas sat up
[ fovad & see the angines
ganarating the alectric fights
and [ wal rameambar Hhe
music playpad by the organs.
Tha instromant on Holland's
roundabout was alvays mapt
in tne and I ocan shl
ramambar the many tunes it
plapad, T cowdn't gat & sflaep
in i badroon at night - and
I ravar wantad to! - dat ondy
histaning to the long repardosire
of music but also hawng Hhe
walls of the bedroom Nt oo
with dancing shadaows as Hhe
horsas gallopaed round, ds Hha
fair closad Hha organ wowlsd
play, "God ba with pou o we
maat again” and then e
shEam generabon would die
Jown Wit a  slow  steady
whine and Hhea lights wowld go
aut, Souch hapoy days and
rights !

The position from which &he
photograph was fakeEn would
quite possibly be from the
window  abowre my fathar's
shop, Tha stla of drass wowls
also saam to support Hha Jdata
g5 baing the aarly 19005 -
bafora myp Sma. In fact Hhe
regndzbout shown is aariar
that the onas T usad to s8a -
it avan has Pagcocks a5 wall
a5 horsas! Tha staam traction
anginag in Hha backgoround is 3
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Thanks to Hammond Property Services for their
support by printing this issue of Discovering Bingham

‘Burrall’ made st Theord, in
Morfolk and a5 Hha raar whaals
Jo not hava robbar fera strips
it s cartainly  pra-1929,
Slncaraly Frad Lana,

Wl & Market
\nniversary 1ear
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2014 CALENDAR
From Newsagents £3.50

2014 LECTURES
8.00pm. Methodist Hall
Admission FREE

Thursday 9th January
Bingham Linear Park
Bill Bacon

Thursday 27th March
Bingham Three Feet Under

Queest for Origin of the Tomm
Peter Allen

Thursday 22nd May
Bingham’s World WWars
Mike Patten



