IT IS5 OMNE! AT LAST!

Cur regular readers will have
fellowed the progress of cur
lottery funded field walking
project from Z004 to 2008
which produced ower 50,000
finds ferming the basis of cur
"History of Settlernent’
research that proved to be a
very productive project, e
published a 140 page, full-
colour ilustrated book.
‘Bingharm Back in Tira’ that
was launched in mid-2010 and
by the end of Z01Z the last of
400 copies was sold and is
now cut of print. Hundreds of
pages have been added to cur
website, OWDs with the full
details of the  project,
including the Access database
of all the finds, have been sent
te waricus places like the
County  Archaeclogist, three
academic papers have been
published, ocne topical article
in Bntish Archaeclegist, all of
which has added fto  our
reputaticn  in the  wider
archaezlegical cermmunity.,

For some yvears before the end
of the project in 2010,
Mottingham  University  had
agreed to house the complete
cellection in their rmuseumn
gtore., Then they began a
serigs of recrganisations and
we were beginning to despair
that the upheaval would ever
end zo that we could move the
finds which had been boxed up
in Feter allen, BHTA
Chairman’s garage for two
vears, 4n added problem was,
with the garage full of the old
finds, there was little roorm for

September 24th - Peter Allen, Bob Temy, Patrick Hanmer
(our driver] and Robin Aldworth foad the wan, lfoaned to
BHTA by Water at Work, with 50,000 field walking finds in
164 Loxes to be delivered to the Nottingham University
Museum store at the Kings Meadow camous,

the finds coming from our
current pits project, Then, cut
of the blue we got a message
fremm  Mark Laurie, the
collections  curator  at the
University rnuseurn, that he
was ready now to take the
finds. First he would send 170
of their standard 32 » 42 ¥

1Zcrm storage  cardbeoard
bowxes for us to repack the
whole  cellection,  With  the

bowxes carme sheets of acid free
cardbeoard to be cut to size to
fit intoc the boxes to act as
separators,  While this was
being done we tumed our
minds te the problem of
transperting the load to the
King's Meadow CArnpuUs,
Earlier in the year when we
Were organising the

celebraticns  fer the 70Ot
anniversary of the Bingham
Market Charter, Tanya
iZornford, the Managing
Oirecter of Water at Wwork &
Hoerme on the Moorbridge
Industrial Estate, offered us
the use of cne of her Tranait
vans, To cur relief she agreed
te again lean uz a wvan to
transport the finds if we could

supply  the driver, iy
immediately accepted her
genercus offer,

&n  the rmorning of Z24th

Septermnber four rmembers et
at Feter's garage, cocllected
the water at Work van and
lcaded the 650 Kiles of
50,000 finds in 164 nurmbered
museum boxes, Leading had



to be done in such a way that
the first box cut at the other
end was Box Mo 1. Az the
boxes were already stacked in
nurnerical  order and  the
rethed for packing the wan
was pre-planned, this turned
cut to be a fairly straight
forward process at both ends,
It toek cne locad, six boxes
high. 5o we set off for the cld
Carlten TV studic, which is
now being used as a storage
centre by the University,
When gverything Was
transferred Feter Allen signed
therm cwver, The Crown Estate
had already relinquished
cwnership, all we had te do
was hand over copyright and
the supperting
doecurnentation. We have an
agreement with the rmuseurn,
howewver, for continued access
should we need it and for
therm to lend us finds should
we want to use them for
exhibiticns  etc, This  will
shortly be turned into a fermal
agreerment,

Az far as BHTA is concerned,
thizs project, which started in
Mowvermber 2004, 13 now
finished with a properly
curated collection deposited
for the foreseeable future ina
museum. Ten years ago the
Heritage Lottery Fund showed
confidence in us by funding

Finds ragch thair final resting
drdvarsity Musaurnm stara,

the project, so it is good to be
able to repay that confidence
with a successful conclusion,
But, it is not all dene; what
we have to do now is finish
the pits/housze histones
project and justify their grant
for the wwil project!

WORLD WAR ONE

Seeing all the exhibitions and
events happening in  the
surrcunding villages, vou may
be wondering why BHTA
seems to be falling down on
the ob of cormmerncrating
the *Great War®, Those whe
vigited cur stall at the summer
fair will know we are indeed
undertaking a project to
research and recerd how the
war affected Bingham.

We now have a considerable
grant froem  the Heritage
Lottery Fund and we are well
en with cur research, 'We
decided garly on to
concentrate on producing a
cormprehensive web asite (part
of cur existing cne) where all
cur material will eventually
constitute a rmajer leaming
and teaching rescurce for
many years to come,

We are doecurmenting as far as
possible the military and
farmnily histories of all those
SErVICEMmen

who were killed
in the war and
alzz those who

served and
survived, We
are also

regearching the
effect the war
had on the
village through
achool leg
books, council
records and
cther sources.
piace at the s important,

Corparal
Forastars
surived the war.,

acrgea
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A colourad postocard pobiished in

paintng of thair High Command
intandad to inspira thair roops or i
anam), ftis pot known whathar it s

aithar count!

we weuld like to be able to
include family stories about
Bingharn pecople invelved in
the war. Ferscnal memecries
are so valuable in telling the
hurman stery. These might be
through farmily photographs,
letters, trench art brought
back etc. (Abocve are two
examples of the type of image
that have been lcaned to us
for copying and we are hoping
to find rere.) If vou can help,
please get in touch with us -
contact details are on the back
page and these are also
included  in our  moenthly
entries in the Butter Croas
magazine.

Harry Footld
flotts & Darby  Reag



e already hawve

some touching
tales, Charles
Fenszon, from
Linceln, lived with
his farmily in
Chapel Lane. His

w skill as a carpenter
o was well suited to
= the needz of the
Roval Engineers,
Y but he was killed
2 in April 1917, His
S widow received a
weekly pension of
20s-8d (about
£50.00 today) for
herself and four
children. His
cermmanding

officer’s war diary
poignantly records
his death: "a shell
fell right into the
little  group  of
therm. It bourst
doae to
[Lirutenant]

iChaplin's head and

Sharwood
mant)  who

kill ed hirn
instantly, together
arrany of & with gight
prasumabdy  sappers. Cne  of
tirvidata tha  thern was Sapper
iccaadad an Pensen, whe had

been wounded by

the sare shell as
I was in Sanctuary Wood
[seme months earlier]. &t &
p.m I ran up to Meuowille-
Witasze to lock for a padre
and after much enguiring, I
found cne, who came with me
and buned all cur men. I felt

riserable and could not keep
back mvy tears when he read
[the burial service]...”

e also know about Bernard
Wright, whe because he was
illeqitimate was raised by his
rmather in Bingham
workhouse, Then he worked
for walker's butchers in Unicn
Street and when the war
started jeined the Sherwcod
Foresters, He survived the war

and was befriended by two
brothers from Melton  whe
took him back there after the
war, Bernard mmarned their
zigter and went an to manage
the largest butcher® =shap in
Meltan,

&t the end af the project we
ehall rmaunt an exhibition, but
the web site will be permanent.

CHRISTMAS IN
EINGHAM
Frarm the newspaper archives

Mottingham Jourmal 27th

December 1864

& custermn has prevaled in
Bingham from tirne
imrmernorial, for a choir of
gingers to parade the streets
at an early hour on Christmas
morning. Wwe have no
objection to the custern when
the party cenduct themselves
with propriety, but we are
aorry to state that of late the
custern has been conducted
by a band of uncultivated
persons, accompanied by a
detachrment of roughs and
consequently pecple are
arcused from their slumbers
by the rmest  discerdant
aounds, mingled with neises of
a notous descripticn., We are
sorty to state that a repetition
of thiz disreputable behaviour
gccurred  on Wednesday,
when, in additicn, one persocn
had hiz  chamber window
agzailed with missiles, Cne of
the iron guards which encircle
the ocrnamental trees in the
Mark et Flace was torn up and
other petty depredations were
cormnmitted, We hope in future
the police will be on the alert
and put a stop to these
disgraceful practices.

It had not always been so.
Christmas 1775 saw a
different band of singers.

Tuesday last, being the annual
feast of Singers in Bingham at
11-0-dock they proceeded to
Church te hear Divineg Service
and in the proper places of the
gervice sung a Fsalm and an
gxcellent anthern, coermposed
by Mr. Fearscn, a teacher of
the Chanty School in
Mottingham, Az socon as the
gervice was owver, ocne of the
aociety was placed in a Chair
handscmely decocrated and
being preceded by flags flving
(on which was the following
Motto “May Discord cease and
Armity abeound) and a Band of
Musick, was carried to the
white Horse Inn {location
unknown), where an elegant
Entertainment was provided.
after Dinner, the Company
was  entertained with an
gxcellent Band of Musick and
the ewvening was cencluded
with the greatest Harmony
and Decorurn.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE?

In an effert to reach a wider
audience and to provide a
means of cormmunicating with
Mermbers, friends and cthers,
BHTA has launched a
Facebook page. The address
can be found in the contact
box, cver page.

we have had socme good
reaction to recent posts; for
example, about the Market
Charter ANNIVErsary.
Howewer, we would like to
reach even more pecple. This
15 where you can help.

TYou do not have to be a
Facebocok wuser to view the
page but, if you are, please
‘Like” the page to *Fellow’ us
and you will be autoratically
notified when new posts are
added. Flease also inwite your
friends to follow us, Facebook
works by building netwerks of
pecple wheo follow particular



22nd Novarmbar whan owvar 70 mambars and friends sat down
o 3 Quiz Suppar with good food and wine Intersparsad with &

faw rounds of hight-heartad brain-teasars,

pages,. Your friends may not
ltve in Bingham but they may,
none the less, be interested in
our work, If they, in turn,
share the link with their
friends, our audience  will
build., we hawve recently had
contact  with  an  Armerican
wigiter whe was heping to
trace family connecticns in
Bingharn. She g now
fellowing us and, as a result,

A MESSAGE FOR BHTA MEMBERS

Are you receiving emadils from the Secretary?

contacts w ith
connections to the Town,

a page.

populate
infermaticn

your page
about  vou,

to follow us,

Recent communications have included infermatien about cur
First World War preject and copies of the Mottinghamshire
Local Histery Association newsletter,

If you have not received these, it may be that we have an
cut-of-date or inaccurate email address for wou. Flease

contact the Secretary at: david.mascndd7@ntlwerld.com to

update vour details,

we may well benefit from new
distant

If vou don't use Facebook, you
may want te consider starting
You do not need to

becorne an avid user, nor even
with

benefit from the cpportunity

BXITA CONTACTS

General e-mail: bhta@binghamhentage .crg.uk

w wi facebook comsbinohamberitage

CHAIRMAM: Feter Allen - 01949 331575

YICE CHAIRMAN: Geoff Ashton - 01949 575177
SECRETARY: David Mascn - 01949 876635
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:Rcbin Aldwerth - 01949 5539991

Thanks to Hammond Property Services for their
support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

2015 LECTURES
To be held at 7.30pm.
in the W.I Hall,
Station Street
Admission FREE

Thursday
5th February
Ente riainment in

18/ 19thCentury
Bingham

Social Efect= of VWWW1
Dawd Mazon

Thursday 4th June
Crow Close

Adrian Henstock &
Peter Allen
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GET YOUR COPY
from Eaton Place
Newsagent

OR Geoff Ashion
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