LOING A KIEWORTH

You might remember the T
aerigs on BBC Four last yearin
which Michael Weoed studied
the history of England through
events in the Leicestershire
village of Kibworth, Cne part
of his inwvestigaticn inveolved
digging arcund 50 cne-metre
aquare archaeclegical
exploratery pits te see what
they would reveal., In BHTA
we had talked about deoing
aornething like this a couple of
vears age when we realized
that having field walked all the
farmland there was still a third
of the parish covered in
heuses that we had ne
knowledge about except from
a zingle archaecloegical dig
done in 2005, The garden
survey we have been doing
was the first part of the quest
to reveal the histery of the
built-up area; these test pits
are the second part.

Cur airm is to dig between 30
and 50 pits in different part of
Bingharm. They will be one
rmetre square and will be up to
cne retre deep. The ground
arcund each hele will be
protected by plastic sheeting.
e will take cut the scil and
subszeil in 10 cm lavers, Each
layer will be put through a
nddle to separate cut anything
of archaeclegical interest, The
finds will then be bagged up
and taken away to be washed
and identified. wWhen we hawve
finished each hele it will be
filled up and the greund made
gozd, We estimate that each
hiole will take a day.

A

BHTA taka marmbars and laadars of tha Ist Bingharn Phoanix

Soout Troop off for & 20 munote walking four of the fown's
fistory incfuding & Wit bo the prison call in Hhe Town Offica,
Al wara rafegsad for good bahawiour!

There are lots of puzzles about
the history of Bingham. We do
not know where the crginal
Angle-Saxcen village was, nor
where the church was before
5t Mary and All Saints was
built in 1225 a0, We suspect
that the street plan for the old
part of Bingham WaSs
established in  the 1zt
century, but we would like
procf.  Then there are the
rnatters  related to  the
whereabouts of the medieval
5t Helen’s Chapel and the
windmill near Schocl Lane.
How long was there a windmill
at the tep of Tithby Reoad?
There  are  many other
questicns we hope to address,

Shartly, we will putin a bid for
a grant to do this. Cur
intenticn is to start work in
September and do most of the
digs in the autumn this year
and spring and surmmer 2012,

If vou think your garden is &
suitable place for a pit or if
vou would like to volunteer to
help with the project please
let us know.

NEW BOOK PLANNED

Joyee Allen and her team
of researchers In  the
Mewspaper Archive are
cormpiling a selection of
press  cuttings, dating
from 177Z to 1899, that
give fasunating glimpses
into life in Bingham over
this penod. These will be
gathered together into a
48 page, illustated book
that we plan to publish
dunng the corming
auturmn., This should be
well in time fto  be
available as stocking-
fillers on gvervone's
Christmas present
shopping list,




EXCELLENT RESPONSE
TO 150" ANNIVERSARY

Az we reported in the l|ast
issue, we sent cut an appeal
to lecal clubs, groups and
business for spenscrship to
cover the cost of decking the
Butter Cross in the Market
Flace with flowers to mmark the
150t anniversary of the
completion of the building in
15861, This produced a positive
response from well ocver Z0
erganisations which has not
cnly  covered the cost of
flowers but alsc the creation
and inatallation of the
decoraticns, Rushcliffe
Borough Council Estates
Departrnent have approved
cur preposals for the ewvent,
The celebrations will
cornrmence  at  the  Annual
Tewn Fair on 11t June and
continue  at  the fellowing
Thursday weekly market when
BHTA will have an infermation
gtand under the Cross and
then at the Saturday Farmers’
rmarket which will alse feature
live rnusic under the Butter
Cross,

at all these events some BHTA
rmermbers  will den  pericd
costurmes to portray wvariocus
town worthies frem the early
years of the Butter Cross and
on 18% June we hope fo
maintain the Wicterian theme
with moest of the stallhelders
alsz in  costume. Three
occasions notto be missed!

BINGHAM'S BAKEHOUSE

BHT& hawve known for & long
time that there was an cld
bread cwven inthe cellar af 114
Market Street, We waere
recently invited to wview it by
the cwners Mr and Mrs Rowell,
and imagine cur surprise and
gxcitement when we saw it,
The front and interier pictured
abowe measures about 10 feet
sgquare with the intencr height

of the baking chamber about
15 inches. we had with us the

hentage buildings expert frem
Trent and Peak Archaeclogy,
Eichard Shepherd, wh
confirmed it was an eighteenth
century owven. He said it was
surpnsingly large for a willage
bakery and that an cven of this
gize would normally be found
in & very large country house,
He suspects it is quite rare and
of =ome impertance in the
Mottinghamshire context,

The cpening below the owven
that loeks as though it was a
furnace probably was not, It
has twe rows of corbelled
bricks either side with the
rernains of iron bars across
them - mavbe it provided a
warm space for prowving the
dough. It extends under the
oven for about siv feet, The
cven would have been heated
by burming faggeots of twigs
inside the owen, then raking
these out and placing the
bread inzide to bake as the
cven cooled down, The baker
would cut off the burned
botterns of the lcaves before
gale! The cast iron owven deor
is probably Viderian altheough
eriginally the heole could hawve
been stopped up with a day
seal, The cpening on the right
of the photegraph leads to

ancther cast iron decr behind
which ig a tunnel leading into
the owven space. There s
gvidence ingide the cven of a
similar arrangerment con the
other side. They were fitted
with & cast iren grating with
space below to receive ash.
The brickwork suggests these
were Victerian improvements
of some kind - possibly
installed to provide additicnal
heat., Cur man from T&F is
currently cogitating and will
be writing it up scon.

If it can be dated back to 1776
we can be pretty certain it was
cperated by Robert Grant,
who rented a “bakehouse
cnly® from the Chesterfield

Estate., He had a freeheold
homestead on the socuth west
corner of The Banks and
Tithby  Read. Wwe don't

understand why, if it was a
“bakehocuse” only, the ocwven
needed to be undergreund, It
extends underneath a reom of

the FRowell’s cottage and
would clearly have had to
have been  built before

anything could be erected
abowve, Was there a shop?
Was there a cottage we are
unaware of?

In the early 18008 PRcobert
Brice had the bakery here,
with a coottage, and was
convicted with all the cother
bakers In Bingham of
adulterating their flour with
alurn, i) Qenersus
interpretaticn would be that
this was an attempt to keep
down prices for the poor. We
are told the bakery was kept
going by Mr Martin until well
after WWII and we have a
fuzzy photograph of the sweet
shop next doer run by the
Martins,

Can anveone help us with more
inferrnaticn please? Hawve yvou
any memcories  or indeed
photegraphs of the shop or
the bakery or the cottage?



THE LAST IN THIS YEAR'S SERIES Records of Bapisms, Deaths
OF WINTER LECTURES

fising the ovarall themea of
Bingham’s Pacpla and Alacas’
the latast sares of lecturas
concentrated on three dates;
1841, 1775 and 1585 aach of
which  formr the  basis of
chaptars in the SHTA book
‘Bingharn, Back in Tre’. In
sddiion to the dats gainad
from our History of Sattlamant
profact aach lectura afso draw

an owr other  rasaarch
scHvibas such a5 dalwing into
the  Mawspgoar Archivas,

Farsh Ragistars, atc,

1776 Georgian Times

The second of the Winter
Lectures, Georgian Times,
was given in the Methodist
Hall by Joyce Allen and Geoff
Azhton, Qwver the past few
months and with the help of
a small band of volunteers,
they have been researching
old records, and from careful

comparison of various pleces

of information about the
vear 1776, have put
together alively and credible
portrait of Bingham at that
tme. Whilst in the USA,
Thomas Paine’s pamphlet,
“Commaon Sense’ WaE s
published in the January,
and the Declaration of
Independence in July, here
in Bingham, £93 was raised
for the war, presumably the
one we were fighting against
both France and America.
Freviously in 1771, the Town
had been in party mood and
bonfires were lit in  the
market place to celebrate
the Earl of Chesterfield’s
tewenty-first  birthday, the
age at which he came into
his inheritance., At that tme
a survey book, lisking his
property was produced, and
this has been one of the
sources of information for
the talk.

and Marriages, Trade
Directories, the churchward
survey, facks from the census
and old newspapers are just
a few of the other sources
delved into by the group.
Some of the points of interest
noted, were that the spelling
of names could vary quite &
bit by wirtue of the general
standards of literacy. This
presented a problem for our
researchers who were aiming
to transfer their findings onto
a database 50 these
variabons of spelling had to
be rationalised to ensure the
data could be searched and
analvsed, The records of
‘deaths’ also elicted some
very sad, human stories,

In 1783 & tax was broughtin
for marnages, baptisms and
funerals... Az Geoff said, "pay
to come in and pav to go out”

1586 Tudor Timeas

Adrian Henstock introduced
the speakers, Peter allen and
Geoff Ashton, who showed
how the warious activibes
undermken by BHTA
members have allowed them
to builld up a wery credible
picture  of Bingham from
Roman times unfl, in this

case, Tudor times. Peter
Allen reminded us how the
field wialking produced

informaton relating to the
distributon of certain types
of pottery that could be dated
with relative accuracy, and
how this made it possible o
make some very reasonable
assumphbons about what was
happening aver the parish at
different tmes and how the
population was making use of
the artefacks that were
becoming available,

Feoff then went on ta explain
how current research uses



J'n the Mardﬂ ISELE ﬂf D:scu WEing Emgham e ,DLrJ':u'J.sl".lEd 2 o 1900 ,DJ’CI'.'U.I"E postcard (above J'E.J"t]
that had the caption 'The Dairy Farm, Bingham’, asking if anyane could identify the house, One
af aur readers, Hugh Holbrook, has come o with the answer; it st exists on the Grantham Road,
As the picdtures show the ground foor windows hawve changes and the porch has been modified
but it is undeniably the same house. Thanks to Hugh who has also allowed us to add many of his
awn cofection of historc photographs of the town to our photo archive, We must also thank Mr
& Mrs Buttarwarth wha alloawed us ta take the madern phato fram thair front bedroom window to
give @ dearer wigww aver the hedges and trees that have grown ug since the 19005,

wills, inventories and parish
registers, to help buld a
much clearer picture of the
town  through individual
records, Cibing one  such
individual, Agnes Musson, he
was able to show the
difficulbes of farming with
l[and divided into strips and
scattered  thoughout  the
parish, and how a picture had
been built of how many strips
the good lady owned, and
where they were,

Thaose wills which have now
been deciphered and
transcribed, hawve revealed
fascinating insights into the
way life was lived atthe time.
one  will  bequeathed a
relative one shilling because,
if they had been left nothing,
they were enhtled to contest
the will, It was also quite
comman for a father to leave

his children the bedsin which
they slept, Often a child
would be willed maney, which
they could claim only after
they had served a term of
apprenticeship. Meantime,
the family were instructed to
educate and care far them.

In his closing remarks Geoff
asked for more volunteers to
help with transcribing these
archive records and adding
them to the BHTA database
which  would then allow
further fascinating analysis
and research to be
conducted. He also
commented that it was qood
to SEE Yaung people
amongst the audience for
this tmlk and hoped that they
might be among those who
worked with the database in
vears to come,
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With thanks to Hammond Harwood for their

support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

BHTA Membership
costs you only a
minimum of £2.00
per annum.

For this Discovering
Bmgham i= delivered

€very guarter to your
home and up-dates on

our activities are e-
maile d directly to you.
WHY NOT JOIN NOW?

The 2011 BHTA
Annual General

at 7.30pm at th
Cowmt  House
Thursday 30th June.

Fdllowimg the fonmal
business there will be
presentations

some of our activitie s
and visitors
welcame.

Light refreshments
will also be avaulable.




