JUBILEE TREE FOR
THE ARBORET UM

At the BHTA committee
meeting in March, it was
propesed that it weould be
fitting for the Asscoation to
cermremorate the cocasion
of the Gueen’s Diamond
Jubilee by planting a tree in
the mew |y labelled
arboreturn in the cermmetery.
Adgreement was scught from
the Town Coundl, and we are
delighted that perrmissicn for
the planting to go ahead has
been granted. BHTA will now
talk to the groundsmen to
find a suitable location and
then we can decide on the
most  suitable  tree, The
planting will not take place
antil Autumn.  If vyou hawe
auggestions for the kind of
tree we should be lecking for,
please e-rmail BHTA, (see p.d)

The Barratt brand of sweets
ghll exist, nmnow owned by
Tangerine Confeckionery
that in 2008 purchased it
from Cadbury in a job-lot, It
has proved impossible, so
far, to persuade Tangerine
to give us any informaton
an the history of Barratts,
even to find out where they
wiere based in 1897, Surfing
the web has also produced
no leads, Does  anyone
know anything about this
company ?

Quite by chance wa wars givan g dinty and corrodad mets! disc, just
stight!y smaflar in diametar than # 10p coin, and 25k i wa could find
out what it was, With & ¥ 10 magnifiar it was just possibla to maks
out tha words ‘diamond jubilze’and & date '1 837 Which immadiataly
raisad our interast, It was passed ovar to our axpart mambear fMail
Cunnington whao spaciglises n comns, madals and othar mats! objects,
A2 was gbfe to ofean it Up 85 shown in the photo abowe, His ressarch
ravagiad that it was & brass commamaorstivie madsifiion marking the
1537 Diamond Jubiles of Qusen Victoris issved by & swest
manuiadurar for thair employess and sold in swest shops, On ths
ravarsa sids are maps of the wastern #nd eastarn hamispharas with
tha slogan, ‘Barratt Co's, British Empire Sweaats ara Fura’,

Then by coincdence we were donated & batch of old photographs
which included & picture of three decorgted foals assembled in the
Mariet Flace in June 1353 to cefebirate the Coronation af our Queen,
In the foreground is the float with children from Stanhope Way,
organized by Mrs Allen, Do any of our readers remember the event?




oit and then get down to digging and sigving an ane af the garden pits

WHAT'S
OUR FEET

Although the Heritage Lottery

Fund gave BHTA& the money
for the Roots and
Daveloprmant of Singham in
Mowermber 2011 it tock a
winter of planning and the
arnval of warm weather
before we could dig the first
archaeclogical test pits. So
far we have done 16, The pits
are 1 metre sguare and go
down to depths of about 1
metre, We take the scil cutin
10 cm layvers and sieve it to
find cut if it contains anything
of archasclegical  interest,

The finds are then washed,
dried and numbered, Some of
thern are easy to identify, but
the clder ecnes are not and will
have to go to the experts who
identified finds for us when we
did the field-walking project.

Each pit has teld an
interesting and quite different
gtory. In one, we dug to the
edge of what we think 1z a

UNDER

Foeman read with a ditch
alocngside. The rocad surface
was  littered with  bBreoken

Foman pottery. Inancther we
dug inte a medieval rubbish
pit with pottery and parts of a
horsze skeleton in it In
ancther we found a 19t
century garden feature and
100 metres away we found
gigns of a medieval house that
was  otherwise unrecocrded.
Cne of the reasocns we are
digging these pits it to try o

%

find any evidence of the
existence of the onginal
Bingham  wvillage. Field
walking suggests that it was
built in the 9% gr 1g%
centuries and we  hawve

azsurned that it is soemewheres
near the church., In the wvery
first pit, abocut 300 metres
frern the church, we found
three pieces of pottery that we
think may be 10% century
angle-Saxon and there have
been more since., It was a
good start,  Ancther pit was
dug te find evidence for a 149
century  chapel. What we
found was ancther rubbish pit,
but dug in the late 19%
century through a compacted
surface of stones that locked
like a road or a vard and there
was medieval pottery above it,
was this sormething to do with
the chapel?

Three of the pits were dug in
early May at Carnarvon
Frimary Schecl and a further
three just finished at Robert
Miles Junicr Schocl while mere
are planned for Robert Miles
Infantz Schocol at the end of
June,

Gne pit was dug entirely by
one family in their own
garden, though BHTA
prowvided the kit, help and
supervision., This was a wery
succeasful way of werking and
if anyone else wants te do this
please contact us, There was
Rorman pettery in the pit and
at the bottomn wasz a laver of

gediment that was
laid down by a flood.
The pit was close to

Cherry  Strest  and
Church Street,
Church  Street has

been fleoded within
living rmemeory and a
" NeWSpaper article

e e _
We gather round for an initial training sessian at the site of aur first test from 1857 described

both  of them as
hreawily inundated
after heavy rain, so it
12 not unreascnable to assume

that there has been floocding
here in more distant historical
times.

Wwe have a leng way to go
before we finish, but already
we are finding things about
Bingham’s histery that we did
not suspect, It can only get
better, If wou feel that wou
would like to take part in this
preject then please oontact
BHTA as shown on page 4,

BULGDING
ARCHAEOLOGISTS AT
CARNARVON
PRIMARY S CHOQOL

& large piece of 15t century A0
pottery, a piece of a
mertarium complete with its
grinding stone, lets of Roman
pottery and a large cellection
of anirmal bones, were just a
tiny part of the finds, vear 5 of

Carnarven  Frimary  Schoel,
dug out of the three
archaeclegical pits  sited in

their schocol grounds at the
beginning of May., Forty five

children, some parents and




grandparents tock part in the
dig, lasting four days. Dunng
that tirme, the children learnt
how to dig the one metre
sguare pits to a metre depth,
keeping the sides straight and
the level flat, passing the sail
in buckets to the children
sieving the soil, wheo then
passed on their finds, clearly
labelled to the washers, who
cleared off the moud, so the
finds could be identified. The
weather was not alwavs kind,
after a sunny first day, the
rain came down and though
they were working under
cover, the ground became
muddy and rmade the werk
difficult. In spite of the
weather the children seerned
to have enjeved and benefited
from the experience if we are
te judge by the responses
given in the guesticnnaires
they completed at the end of
the four days., Some enjoved
the digging mest, socrme the
gievwing, scorme the washing,
some Just liked being able to
get dirty and out of lessons!
Most said they found the
project fun, interesting, thewy
enjoyed finding cut what was
there before the school was
built, learning how to identify
what they had found, and
gome  said it owas a Clife
gxperience’. BHTA would like
to thank the headteacher, Mr
1. Cunliffe, the year five
teachers, Mrs. Andrecli and
Mr. Hall and the year five

children, for allowing us to dig
up their greunds and for their
hard

work, patience  and
comrmmitrment,  After
the finds have been
identified they will be
labelled and returned
to Camarven for the
children to  keep,
gspecially the child
who said 'I can leck
® back and =zay, "I did
¥ that”.

A FULL HOUSE FOR
A4 ARCHEAOLOGY

The final lecture of the 2011-
172 seascn was "Archaeclogy
and the A46"; given by Ursilla
Spence, an Archaeclogist with
the Mottingham County
Council  whe  has  been
overseeing the A46 project
since the early investigative
stages, After a brief resume of

the  weork of the NCC
Archaeclogy Crepartment,
including the Historic

Envirenment Recerd (HER) - &
database for all  known
archaeclegy in the County,
she menticned that what
followed must be taken with a
‘health  warning’, as the
interpretation of the finds iz in
itz wery early stages with enly
the draft report now available,
The area under discussion s
the &46 from Widmerpeool to
Farmdon, including  those
places aleng the line of the
AdE, Stragglethorpe,
Saxcndale, Margidunum, East
Stocke, and Ad Fontem where

finds from the Late
Falaeclithic, Frehistoric,
Foman  and  Angle-Saxcon

pericd have been discovered,

Fram wark done ten years ago
over the first section -
Widmerpool to Cropwell
Wolds - it was known that the
land 12 mainly poor gquality,
solid clay which iz a possible
reascn why there is so |ittle
gvidence of past  human
activity, To investigate this
secticn a long trench was dug
down the rmiddle of the new

read which  succeeded in
revealing socme  scattered
remains,  From  Cropwell
Wolds to Owthorpe

gvidence of prehistoric activity
was found including circular
tound houses and scattered

prehistoric activity, Ewvidence
was alse found of dislecation
of landscape from  Roman

times to the Conguest as the
result of ridge and furrow
ploughing., At several points
during  her  talk Urzilla
gxpressed her great
admiration for the Medieval
pleughboy s and their ability to
tame such  wery  difficult
terrain.

At Stragglethorpe there was
an interesting ring of crop-
marks, unusual in that it was
vigsible froem the ground. This
revealed a ditch feature and
seven crouch burials thought
to date from the Late
Meclithic/Eady Bronze Age.
Found with =zeme of the
inhurmaticns was assccoiated
pottery including a particul arly
handscrme beaker of a tvpe
rarely found in the County.
Saxondale, near the site of
the 'Stukeley bump', shown
on & 1726 engraving and
believed to be an Angle-Saxon
meeting place, proved to be a

rich area, archaecloagically
speaking, with a Roman
enclesure, Saxcn cremation

urn bunals, bronze age burials
and a well preserved section
of a Roman road, Seventeen
crematiens have been found
of & adults and 11 children.
Ancther intriguing feature was
that Reorman pots had been
uzed for sorme of the Anglo-
Saxen cremations,

M argidunum vielded multiple

Ircn age and Roman
settlernents., Arnong the
Roman finds  were: thrae

properties, two wells, (one of
which has been re-sited by
BHTA to  the  Bingham
Arboreturn Cemetery); 6% of
the pottery assemblage was
Sarmianware  (the  Rorman
gquivalent of Wwedgewzod)
rmuch of which showed signs
of damage that had been
repaired - was this a Roman
pot repair shop? A notable
quantity of metal artefacts
was alse found, induding a
bronze brooch, There were 17
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necnatal (baby) burials - this
was very unusual behavicur
and 5 being further
investigated. &nthe west side
of the Fosse 18 & series of
endosures and a duster of
possibly family burials.
Adnocther exciting discovery was
the foundations of @ previcusly
unknown  willa,  This  was
shaped a= a leng rectangle
with twe projecting wings, cne
at each end. This is likely to
hawe been a high-status
building as pieces of blue slate
were found- similartoe matenal
at a Roman site in Southwell,

There was relatively little to
report for the sectien from
Margidunur te Farnden, apart
from evidence of a Civil War
akirrish at East Stoke and a
pit with pottery and grain
aguth of Flintham - poessibly
the site of a Reman readside
tavem. Finally at Famdon,

there  were  socme  truly
cutstanding finds., The whole
area arcund the Farndon

reundabout proved to be an
internaticnally impertant site
due to its large cellection of
Falaeclithic tocls and flints,
and for a goat picture - the
firet exarnple of Falaeclithic
cave art in Bnrtain?  Flint

fragrnents were found in a
V-shaped pattern - the
hypothesis was that these
were produced by Falaeclithic
hunters knapping their flint
tools while waiting for preyw,
possibly at the confluence of
two rivers, The flakes weuld
later have been trampled by
animals and then preserved in

position by seascnal floods
covering them with silt,
The talk Was greatly

appreciated by the capacty
audience, who found it both
interesting and inferrmative
and there was no mistaking
the enthusiasm and
knowledge of cur speaker.

ROYAL VISITS TC BEINGHAM
Mottingham Joumal
December 1843 The Roval
party went by ftrain to
Mottingham. The town had a
‘general’ heliday. Her
rajesty’s stables arrived in
Mottingham and they went
forward on the Monday to
Belveir, The rocad frem
Mottingham to Belveir was
crowded at different points by
pEracns anxicus to gaze upon
the Reoyal Farty, and at all the
villages great demoenstrations
of welcome were made., The
Foyal cortege, after passing
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thieir

through a triumphant arch in
the hamlet of Saxcndale,
arrived in Bingham, where her
Majesty changed horses at the
Chesterfield Arms. In this
town were erected five arches,
bearing appropriate mottos,
and her  magesty Was
welcomed by the ringing of
the church bells, a band of
rausic, and the loval shouts of
the inhabitantz, which her
majesty gracicus|y
acknowledged, In celebration
of the reval wisit the poor
women and children in the
town were regaled with tea
gtc.,, The Royal party then
went through Watten, Sutton
Hill and te Redrmile where the
Cuke of Rutland cenducted
therm to Belvoir castle,

Then 155 vyears later
Grantham Joumal on
October 1998 reportad Hhe
Erincass Ropal’s wsit to Hhe
Home Farm Trust, then on
fomg Acra where Lz Jofis
Fonda offices are now.

Frincess Anne i3 patron of the
Trust, which provides day
services  for  peocple  with
learning disabilities, She met
regular users of the Bingham
centre. Manager Lynn Ctaki
took the princess on a tour of
the building, which included a
computer  area,  woodwork
shop and senscry garden, The
prncess, accompanied by
Deputy Lord Lieutenant Sir
David Maish  and lady-in-
walting Lady Carew-Fole, was
presented with a framed
photegraph of the Bingham
users by ocne of them, Bewerly
Ingleten, The party  then
vigited the Leisure Centre to
see a display of work from the
Trust's six other centres cver
the County. The princess met

cvic  dignitaries  including
Maver of Bingharmn  Peter
Thermpsan.

There was scme disgquiet in
the town that an cpportunity
had been lost for the princess
to wisit Bingham town as well
az her charity,



