In the first of the BHTA lectures
for thizs vear with the intnguing
title, Litte Brown Jug, Addan
Henstock delighted field
walkers in the audience by
relating soeme of their finds to
actual examples of salt-glazed
stonewars, He zhowed
phetographs of some of the
finds with examples of what
the cemplete pieces could have
lcoked like, (As shown abowe)
He had alzc brought a small
cellection of decorative pots,
and alse more functicnal but
ne less  beautiful items of
kitchenware,

He explained that stoneware
came here from Germany,
where the ‘stein’ (Gerrman for
"stone’) is still the preferred
dnnking vessel, and indeed he
believes that many of the
iterns found by field walkers
would have been from ale
houses in Bingham.

Bottles with a bearded man’s
face asz decoration are called
‘bellarmines’ and are
supposed to represent a hated
Cardinal Bellarning, Serme rmay
have been wused as “witch
bottles’, which were filled with
varicus foul substances and
put inte the rafters of houses

to ward off witches, Twe such
bottles were found In a
cottage in Leng Clawsoen, and
given the literature which
gives details of supposed
witches causing havec at
Belveir Castle, it iz qguite
possible that  belief  in
witchoraft was rife in the Yale
of Belvair in the early 16003,
Adrian then went on to tell us
about  James Morley, =a
Mottingham man, previcusly a
brick maker, who became a
very successful pot makerin c

1690, The locaticn of his
pottery now lies beneath the
ice  stadium. His  brother

Themas also set up a pottery
at Fotter's Hill, Crich, in
Derbyshire where there was a
ready supply of the essential
cormnrmoedities  required  for
raking pots; narely coal and
clay., The products of the twe
potteries are virtually
indistinguishable. The Morleys
later faced cormpetition from

the wyer farmily, who made
both steneware and day pipes
on a site which i1s now part of
the Wictona Centre,

Fots from  Morley’s pottery
have been found in many
distant places, even in the

UsA in the garden of George
W ashington’s house, It iz also
worthy of nete that with the
intreduction of coffee inte this
country, an itermn of pottery
called a ‘capucine’, became
popular. Fots must have been
in great demand, and as
adrian went on  to  show
gxamples of the decoration on
leving cups and punchbowls,
which ranged from flowers to
cartoons; it was chbvious that
they W B not purely
functicnal iterms.

There was a highly pelished
leving cup with pinched out
finials that was plain but
especially appealing; variocus
iterng with  a zig-zag and

vertical stripe deceration, and

Tha audiance gat 3 closar look and sorma sait-glazad stonawara

ooty following Adrian Henstock's lactura,



a teapot of 1750 with a clay
‘breadcrurnb’ decoration. This
i1z & technigue that produces
the appearance of a scattering
of breadcrumbs, and was the
rethod used to produce the
iconic Bear Jugs. These bear-
shaped jugs were covered in
these breadcrurmbs, aiving a
credible facsimile of fur,

Most of these items ranged in
celeur  frem a  pale  geld,
through orange to a dark
brown; thus the little brown
jug of the title of the talk.
Even rore intricate pieces
followed with a top-hatted
teapot, c.15340. Several pieces
with  "applied  sprigs’  or
‘pierced’ decoration or hunting
scenes; a jug with a handle
shaped like a grevhound, and
a hot water bottle made teo
resemble a decter’s bag.

The final iterm was appreciated
by the audience because it
was clever but alse fun, It was
a jug that when sitting the
right way up and presurnably
before the contents were
drunk, shows a glum-faced
man, but when upside down,
after the contents have been
drunk, shows a very happy
man.

& question and answer sessicn
followed the lecture, and
Adrian was able to prowvide
Sorne additicnal and
interesting information.,

THE BINGHAM BOYS
AMND THE BOER WAR

&n Sth January 1900 this letter
WaSs published in the
Mottingharm  Daily Express
gent, from Scuth Africa, by
Jack Gill to his parents, James
and Sarah, living in Meedham
Street, Jack was a Trooper,
serving with  Therneycrofts
Mounted Infantry, raised and
paid for by Lt Col. alec
Therneyoroft,

The company of 500 men,
were mostly irregulars, acting

as scouts and as a fighting
force,

“Frare Camp 4t December 18%%

Daar Fathar and Mothar,

§ fpow poo will be expactng a
iattar bafore now, but we ara
hard st work from 5-00amm
until lata gt Right angd Hha
waathar s awfully  hot
Enocks 3 chap up, our horsas
ara gatting thin,  Wa hawa
titHa Hrmye for later writing,
Savarad Hmas lataly we hawe
baan  Hravaling b night,
Taling Hha troth, we hawa
dond  an awarage  of Hurle
miles @ da), that is 3 lotin this
country, trping weathar and
rough country, Yestarday six
af Us ware sentout on @ patra!d
aof twanty milas bafora wa had
aur bragidast, saaing whathar
thare was & olear foad, as
army infantry weare fraveling
slong. Thrae of cur man hawa
baan capturad by Hhe Boars,
Wea had savera! wounded in
tha last angagarment at Moos
Fivar, Joubart, the Boers
Commandant sant us 3 lattar
sapwing that the three men
capturad ara aif wall, Anothar
lattar came from 3 Duich
farmar saping that our fira
that day was the hottast thay
had awver facad, Thirtaan
Boars ware killed and savarad
wounded, T hawve had mora
axpariancas than [ cowld avar
tall you in g fater and somma
RErroW ascaoas; one Was with
a shall which droppad shout
iy pards from e, night
among our tte company. [
can stand the whiz of Hha
bultats,  shalls  taka sorma
standing,  Tel aif friands that
I arr airight up to prasant, Wa
ara at Frara ang wa cannot gat
anp furthar, for the anemy
blaw up the bridge crer Hhea

Tugals  River, Wa had 3
ganara parada af
Tharmaycrofts  Horsa,  MNatad

Fitlas and Kings Ropal Riflas

and some  Enghish dond
inspactad  us, This is tha
biggast war England has avar
fhad and i T gat throough T shal
gat 3 madal, [ paid today 25
&d for 3 loaf of braad and 55
for @ smvalf baar, T &l poo it
is & fuxury,  Think of mea at
Christmas, T hawve noe idaes
whare [ will ba; instasd of
plury podding i owill be by
baaf and biscuits for
ma.(Later) Hawva just raturnad
from & fwve dap march,  Tried
e gat to Colenso bot the
Boars ara foo srong so wa alf
ratirad, Expact a ganara
adrance eardy now. Soodbya
for prasant, Yours Jack ™

The Mewspaper alsc printed
the names and regiments of
the ren froem Bingharm wheo
were fighting in the Boer War
as: Sergeant Marsh-Scuth
Motts Hussars, Trooper Gill-
Thorneycrofts Mounted
Infantry, Frivate Spurr-
1st Battalian Derbyshire
Feqgirnent, Frivate Williarns-3+
Grenadier Guards, Frivate
Shepherd-15t Cwurham  Light
Infantry, Frivate Singleton-2znrd
Battalian Derbyshire Regmt,
Trecper  Gash-5t  Orageen
Guards,

Ferhaps it was this letter from
Jack Gill that led fto the
Bingharm Fatrictic Concerts
that toock place on January

11th and 12th 1900, Charles
Doncaster, the local Draper
and musidan wheo Was

Ehaﬂe.f m{p can

erganist  at  the Methodist
Chapel, cempesed and wrote
the words of a song entitled
‘The Bingham Boys ' which

19in}




was sung at the concert by Mr
5 F Bleod and received with
‘much enthusiasm by theose
present’, The words of the
gong urged the voung men of
Bingharn to join the fight.

The opening lines of the
chorus give a flavour of the
patrictic fervour:

‘Thai call out the Binghatm Boys
Theyll show tharm how to Gght
Justghve the Voluntesrs 5 dhance

Aind theyll saon put ‘atm Fight'’

Later in the lwyrics the ‘boys’
are named as: Sergeant
Wilzzn, Fte. Williarms of the
Grenadiers, Jehnny Gill with
Therneycroft’s Light Horse,
Freddy Shepherd, Tommy

Gash and Spurr, showing
some  differences  between
Oeoncaster’s and  the Daily
Express report,

Two hundred of Therney croft’s
men led the celumn  of
Lancashire Fusiliers and
aothers in the infarmcous battle
for Spicnkop. Blunders by the
Brtish General led to the
deaths of aver 300 men and at
least 500 were wounded,

Though heavily cutnumbered
the Boers won the battle for
Spionkep. What happened to
Jack Gill? Oid he ever make it
back to Bingham and receive
hiz medal?

Rumcur has it that the
intrepid duz, Robin aldworth
and Jack wilsen, will be on
hand at the next BHTA Hot Pot
Supper to give a spirited
rendering of the cormplete and
unabridged wversicn of 'The
Bingharm Beys'. Mot to be
missed!

CRAL HISTORIES

In Decermber 2005, Issue Mo,
6 of Oisoorerng &inghant
anncunced the completion of
the first tranche of 2Z9 Cral
History tapes and transchnpts
had been presented to the
Bingharm and Mottingham

libraries, Since then, Hilda
Srmith and her small team of
Inke il ewers hawve been
recording the stories of more
pecple who were boem in the
town and have rmmemories
going back 50 to 80 vears and
gthers who live or werk in the
town today recording life as it
18 now, Se further sets will be
added to the archive in due
course, To give readers a
taste of what these interviews
reveal we will be induding an
occasicnal series in future
issues of the newsletter. The
first gives a surmmary of what
Zonnie Jones told
her interviewer,

Cennie W as

housekeeper te Or
Croft, whe lived in

the  big  white
house by  the
trafficlights on the
corner  of  Long

Acre and Tithby
Fcad, She wasnt
a local girl, beorn
and bred, but
carme te live in Binghar after
the Wwar,

as 2 lowvely, young 17 yearcold,
ghe had wanted to join the
army, but was deemed to be
too young, and had therefore
joined the MAAFI, Life in the
MAAFT was certainly ne pichic,
and she found herself cocking
for z0OO at a time, and not on
a gas or electric oven, where
ternperatures are gasily
contrelled, but on & huge, old
coal-fire with cwvens at either
gide. A& day for her, began at
7.30 and didnt finish until
10.30 at night, though they
did get a break in the
afterncan. She alao
remembers going out with the
moebile tea wagons, when they
would welcerme Service
persennel off the boats in Hull
with a cup of tea and a
sandwich or a piece of cake.

Cn arriving in Bingham after
the war, and on the
recomnmendatien of Or Wade,
she secured a positicn as
housekeeper to Or Croft, Life
in the Docter’'s house was no
gaszier than life in the MAAFI,
once more she was working
leng hours; starting at 7 am
and working until 10 at night,
and quite  often being
disturbed duning the night by
aornecne with an emergency
that reguired the Doctor's
help., The hcouse was large;
4/5 bedrooms and on three
levels, At the front were the

sUrgery , walting
oo and
Y dispensary. There
was alse a large
= garden that went
! back almost as far
o EE The Banks.
Or Croft was not the
oy doctor  for

whem she had to
cater. Ors Wade and

Sparrocw Were
partners, but there
were alse woung  locums
coming  and  geing. She
menticns  Or Hutsen, Or
Leadley and Or Hindley.

Bingham pecple will probably
remember socrme  of these
docters., There was  no
appeintment systern as such,
but the decters appear to
have coped wvery well, There
would have been far fewer
patients on their lists at that
time, of course, When Or Craft
retired, he had a bungalow
built in the garden of the big
house, Unhappily, this
bungalew burnt dewn, and he
spent his last davs living with
a friend . Connie spent the last
davs of her woerking life {(paid
empleyment that is) werking
in the Belvoir Wale Centre,
behind the peolice staticn. She
retired at the age of 66, but
went on to work at helping in
one of the colder people’s



centres, organizing Binge and

W hist, and prebably rmuch
glse.,

If vou would like te hear more
of Zonnie’s, or other

interviewees’, memories, just
ask atthe Library for the BHTA
Zral Histery Archive of tapes
and wntten transcripts.

NEW FIELD UPDATE

Inthe last iszue we =aid, “watch
thiz space’ about the field we
walked in November Z0O0S, We
have now had some of the finds
idertified. It was not straight
formard as it invelved talking to
three different experts, but in
the end the finds were

confirmed as:

Iren Age

Reman ranging in age from
mid 1stC to Srd-4thc
Anglo-Saxon Sth-SthC
Late Saxen Lincoln
ware late 9th-late 10thC
Sdaxo-Morman Scuth Lincs.
ehell and quartz termpered
ware, latelzth-13th C

shelly

Interestingly, the Iron Age
findas form a cluster near the
A52 just cpposite the whatten
prison  car park, which is
where Iron Age pottery was
found during the
archaeclegical  survey done
before the car park was built,
We have wet to show the
medieval sherds to the
specialist who identifies thermn
for us, but we could have the
full set of fabric types from
12th to 16th centuries, This is
an extra-crdinanly cormplete
sequence for cne field and is

repeated In enly ocne cother
place in the parish. These
finds make this field together
with the one ocpposite it on
Sranby Lane a particalarly
important aren for
understanding the history of
settlement in Bingham.

A GLIMPSE INTO
14th C, BINGHAM

In ¢, 1330 the poor priscners
of the Sherff of Mottingham
languishing in his priscn in
Mottingham Castle petiticned
King Edward III to have their
cases heard by the local
justices, Apparently they were
dying of hunger and privaticn
while awaiting tnal simply
because no-cne had been
appeinted to held a court in
what were then very troubled
pohitical times, The petiticn iz
in the Maticnal Archives in
Lenden and lists the narmes of
aorme 80 prsoners from all
overthe county being held for
unspecified offences, and
includes Geoffrey le Couper
and John le Glover both of

Bingham. This is the earliest
reference to some of the crafts

practiced in the medigval town
- which had recently received

ite charter in 1314 - and
auggestz  that trade was
thriving. The cocper would

have made wooden barrels
and octher containers and the
glever would have been
cutting and sewing glowves ocut
of tanned leather, The list alsc
includes Roger le Fotter of
"‘Sheringten’ which was the old
spelling of Scarrington,
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wWith thanks to Hammond Harwood for their
support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

suggesting there was a
mediaeval pottery there - the
products of which we may well
have picked up whilst field
walking the fields of Bingham?

Readers will be relieved to
learn that the court was
eventually convened, cne of
the two justices being Richard
de Whatten, whose effigy still
survives in Whatten church,
and all cur three local men
were pardoened for  their
alleged miisdeings. This was
not the case with a cutpurse
wheo cormmitted  his  crimme
actually in the Hall of Fleasz in
Mottingham Castle during the
sessions - he was summarily
convicted by a jury consisting
of the nearest by-standers
and sentenced te be hanged.

2009

LECTURES
8.00pm. Methedist Hall

26th. March

Beryl Cobbing and
Pam Priestland
Was Sir Thomas
Stanhope 'the ugliest
toad in the world'? :
Lol politics Iy
Elizabethan Shelford

and Bingham,

14th. May
Peter Allen
WHAT WE FOUND
IN THE FIELDS

Amoverview of our *History
of Setdement’ project as
we near complebon at the
end of the year.

DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY




