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B.H.T.A. History of Settlement Project
MAKES THE FRONT COVER!
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We had a full-length feature article about our History of
Settierment project in the 2011 January/February issue of
the prestgious magazine British Archaeology. The impact
of it has been felt already with a 3039% increase in visits to

aur website since December.

We have now reached an

average of 2003 visits a day for February (on 16t Feb.]. By
Christmnas the first print run of 303 copies of our book on
the project, 'BINGHAM, Back in Time..” had sold out so
we have had to go for re-print which is now selling well,

OTHER NEWS ITEMS

Roman well.

Cur planning application to
rebuild the Rorman well in the
cemetery was approved by
Rushcliffe Borough Council
on 17% February., It 18 now
tirme to do it We hawve already
had a meeting on site with a
representative of the
Groundwerk Trust to discuss
design ocpticns and possible
costs and hawve met with the
Bingharn Town Council to talk
about funding. Altheugh we de
not yet have a good estimate
for  the cost, we  are
anticipating needing to raize
some additicnal funds either
from grants or sponscrship.

Arboretum.

We have decided that in
addiion to putting labels on
the trees in the cemetery we
should produce a leaflet
giving infoermaton about the
cemetery and the trees in ik,
When we did the original tree
survey 1n 200372004 there
were four pine trees we could
not idenfafy. These will now
hawve to be done. If anvone
has a special knowledge of
pine  trees then please
contzmct us,

Garden survey.

Spring i1 ceming. Sardeners
will be werking the scil and
turning up bits of pottery and
other oddrents. Several
interesting items hawve been
brought te us already, but we

plan  shortly to  issue @
rerninder to those who had
leaflets delivered in Cctober to
keep an eye copen for
interesting cbjects., Scon after
that we will be cellecting what
has been found.

World WarIl.

dn iterm im0 the  Bingham
Advertiser proved wuseful in
brnnging pecple forward whe

could  talk about  their
gxpenences of the war in
Bingharn. Two  people
remermbered where the
Wellington bomber had

crashed in the fields near here.
It was the last field in the
parizh en the right going seuth
down Tithby Reocad, though a
check of ecur field-walking
database showed no finds
frem that field that could have
come from an asrcplane, We
atill think there are more
pecple with mmemones foruste
record,  If wou  know  of
somecne then get in contact
with ua,

Butter Cross 150th Anniversary
In discussicns  with  the
Bingham Town Counal it has
been  decided that this

important celebratien te mark
the 150 years, ower which the
Crpgs has becorne an iconic
aymbol of cur heritage, will




start at the Summer Fair in

June by  recreating the
traditicn, established in the
early wears to mark the

anniversary of Hassall’s death,
by decking the Cross with
flowers, The photernontage on
the front page gives an idea of
the effect we hope to produce.,

We want to  make the
celebration more than a ‘one-
day wonder’ at the Town Fair
by arranging ewvents cver the
following week and a
provisicnal programme is as
follows:

Saturday 11™ June the final
decoration will be
cererncnially added to the
pre-dress Butter Cross with
the Mawyor of Rushcliffe
officiating with scrme of us in
1560z costumes,

Thursday 16t June as part
of the regular weekly market,

BHTA will provide an
infermaticn atand and
digplays under the Butter

Zross on the theme of Life and
Tirmes in Yicterian Bingham.

S aturday 18t June as part
of the regular Farmers’
Market, the stalls will be
arranged arcund the Cross
with, we hope, some of the

stallhelders alse in pericd
costurnes to create the feel of

a Victonan rarket, During the
moerning there will alse be
programmes  of live music
performed by lecal greups,

Soowe are looking for spensors
for the fleral decoration of the
colurnn capitals and the "1861°
and ‘Z011° date panels.
Invitations have already been
gent to 24 local clubs and
groups  and local businesses
to contribute acknowledged
sponsorship for the flowers
and entertainrment asscciated
with  the celebraticns this
June. Their intial responses
have been very encouraging.

EARLY VICTORIAN
BINGHAM

&n Thursday Z7th January an
audience  of 60  people
attended the first inthiz vear’s
gerigs of three lecturez with
the overall theme of
‘Bingharm’s Fecple and Flaces’,
Adrian  Henstock was  the
speaker, setting a wvery high
standard for the series,

Adrian tock as his theme the
effects on Bingham of the
encrmeous  changes  which
Britain wunderwent in the
15305 "40s & 508, This pericd
witnessed the end of the
traditicnal Geocrgian way of life

and the introducticn of
numercus Victorian pelitical,
religicus, apcial and
technolegical reformsa. Many
of the new ideas were
reflected in the ocpening of
new  public  buildings  in

Bingharm. & strictly regulated
Unicn Workhouse to house the
poor, destitute and elderly of
Bingham and neighbouring
parishes Was built on
Mottingham Read in 1837, The
founding of the first full-time
County Folice force resulted in
the erectiocn of a peolice
stationflock -upfcourt house in
Church Street in 1852, Twe
new Church  of  England
schools were built - ocne at the
end of Fisher Lane in 1840 and
the octher in East Street (Cld
Church House) in 1846, The

Wesleyan Methodists
immediately retaliated and
built their own scheool in
Kirkhill in 1850,

The pericd alsc saw  the
adopticn of “Wictonan Values’
with the ternperance

movement aimed at reducing
hard drinking, and numercus
rallies were held in the town,
A&  Terperance Hall  was
erected ina vard off Leng Acre
which later became a chapel.
Many of these new walues

were intreduced by a series of

Methodist ministers and
especially the new Redcor
after 1846, the Rev Robert
Miles., He immediately began
the  restoration of  the
crurnbling parish church and
the erectiocn of a school,
largely at his ocwn expense,
There was intense nwalry
between the various
dencrinaticns te capture not
cnly the hearts and sculs of
the people but alse their
gtormachs, asz many ewvents
were accempanied by a good
teal At this date cnly twe-in-
five of Bingharm church-geoers
went te the pansh church, the
rest attending the three
nencenformist chapels, which
had an especial appeal to the
poorer classes, Many of these
lived in new clusters of
terraced cottages in
Mottingham Reoad called by
nicknames such as ‘Skinner’s
Hell' and were notable both for
their clese-knit sense of
cormmmunity and for being hot
beds of gossip.

Ferhaps the most profound
change of the pericd resulted
fremm the opening of the
Mottingham - Grantharm
railway line in 15850 and the
subsequent cocllapse of the
coaching  and  comrmercial
traffic en the tumpike rocads,
After 1850 there were four
traing a day to and from
Mottingham, the average
journey  time  taking 25
minutes compared to the



zingle daily stage coach of 75
minutes, An unexpected side
effect of this was the adoption

by the naticnal railway
netwerk of Gresnwich Mean
Time in place of local time,
The railmays alse had the
effect of epening up Bingham
te the new influences and
cpportunities affoerded by
improved links to the rest of
the country., Although the
town’s peopulaticn had risen
drarmatically during the vears
1800 to 15841 it began to fall
after 1851 with the dnft of
Bingham pecple to  large
towns such as Mettingham,
Sheffield and Bradferd.

Adrian conduded by lecking at
case studies of preminent
Bingharn residents of the
tirme, notably the plumber,
postraster and schoelmaster
lohn Streng, whose leng life
atraddled both the Geocragian
and early Wicterian pericds,
and the printing dynasty of
the Staffords who cperated
frorn a farmn house in East
Street before moeving inte
Mottingham. Adran finished
by reading extracts from a
brief descripticn by an Italian

language teacher of his visitteo
the Rector Robert Lowe and

farnily at the Rectory in 1825,

NEWSPAPER AMND
PHOTO® ARCHIVES

Cur current research in the
Mottinghamshire Zounty
Library newspaper archives
provided Adnan with a lot of

matenal for his lecture on
early Victerian Bingham. In
fact there was far more than
he had tirme te include in his
presentation se here are just
three rather gruescre items
from 1850 that ended up “on
the cutting room fleor:

February 8th 1850

SUODOEM OEATH AT BIMGHAM
Cn Tuesday last, Mr Samuel
Barnes, cottager, wWas
discowered 0 a small ditch,
containing a small quantity of
water, situated in afield in his
own cccupation, about half a
mile east of the town., It is
supposed, that while cleaning
the ditch, he fell in a fit (to
which he was subject); he
was first discovered by a boy,
whe  was working in an
adjeining field. The lad, wha
had gone to Bames’ haystack,
to get his dinner, discovered
the deceased in the ditch, He
imriediately raizsed him up,
but life was extinct, The lad
called to a man who was
pleughing in an adjacent field,
and the body was conveyed
horme, Medical aid was
immediately procured, but all
efforts to restore animation
were abortive, althocugh the
deceased was quite warm. He
left a wife and four children,
(This  ganfarmran  is  an
ancastor of @ BHTA rmambar],

June 14th 1850

ACCIOEMNTS AT BINGH AM

on  Tuesday last, as Mr
Reddish, carrier, of Whatton-
in-the-Vale, was in the act of
tuming his cart round, after
baiting hizs  horse at  the
Chesterfield Arrmz  Inn, the
cart, which was laden with
coal, being light on the shafts,
flew up, and threw Mr R, into
the air with considerable
force, and, in deacending, he
came  inte  contact  with
ancther cart, by which his
head was severely lacerated,
and he was otherwise

gericusly bruised., He was
conveyed home after the
accident, Gn the same day, a
black rmare, the property of
Mizs uralker, of the
Chesterfield Arms, met with a
fatal accident. Whilst socme
men were endeavounng to
catch a peony, which was
grazing in the same field, the
rmare made a jump at the
fence, and ran a stake into
her entrails, The animal was
worth £15,

December 6th 1550
GEMERALHCEPITAL CASUALITIES
o]y Friday, Elizabeth
Castledine, of Bingham, was
engaged in lighting her fire,
when, in coensequence  of
kneeling upen a het cinder,
her clething became ignited.
In this state she ran out inte
the road, where some
neighbours extinguished the
flamesz by relling her about
the ground. By  this
operation, howewer, her face
and knees were badly cut,
She iz now going on well,

Our Phote" archive was of
less use to illustrate Adrian’s
lecture as photocgraphy only
started in the 15340s and the
garliest pictures of Bingharm,
that we hawve been able to

date, are from the 15705,

Regular readers of this
newsletter will knew that we
are  always s=earching for
images of the town’s past and
since last December we have
cbtained neardy Z00 additicns
to the collection. Most of
these we had net seen before,

Cwver the page
gxamples:

1- The main picture shows the
akittles stand at a mid-
aurnrer fair in the Rectory
gardens, The signs behind the
nine-pins reads, ‘Evarpbod)y’s
Joing i, 5 balls for 14, hiuts
for ning” This probably refers
to the Irving Berlin 1911 song
which became a popular
Charlsten dance in the 1920z

are  four
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With thanks to Hammond Harwood for their
support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

which s proebably the date of
the picture. The insert photo
taken at a Rectory fete in the
50°z shows Bishop Gelsthorpe
and Edward Warner watching
an unknown skittle plaver and
lady. It locks as if the same
bowls are being used!

Z2- Again in the Rectory
garden this photo of an
gxtravagantly costurmed
"Fastoral play’ c. 1912 and we
have names for most of the
dancers,

31- This postcard 15 captioned,
‘Tha Dairy Farm, Singham’,
Ooes any one know where it
I3, oF WAasT

43- e think this shows the
Bingham Staticn warehouse
gtaff c. 1910, Certainly the
leading platferm is still behind
Cabourne Heuse, Can anvone
identify any of the men?

e are planning to show
more of these photes and
present  new Mewspapar
guotes at cur AGM in June,

CONGRATULATIONS!
to BHTA member
Jirm Jehnson who
has received a
Civic Award for
his services to
Bingham Leizure
Centre  Archery
Zlub,

For us Jimn
surveyed many
of our  field
walking grids,
provided used arrows as stint
markers and is now extending
cur research about Wiz,

2011 LECTURES
On the theme:

Bingham’s People and Places

10th March
1776 Georgian Times

Thursday 12th May
1586 Elizabethan Times
Fresenfed by a foam of EI—IT
speabsrs  icluding Fofar 2
Jome Allenn, Geoff Ashicn and
Aoiriann Hensfook



