GARDEN FINDS

When BHTA finished the field-
walking project in 2010 we
were |left with c.400 hectares
(c. 1000 acres), about one
third of the parish, under
built-up Bingham, fer which
e had WEEY little
archaeclegical inferrmation,
one  of the ways we
censidered trying to fill this
gap was to do a garden
aurvey. Regular readers will
remember that in the auturmn
of 2010 and spring Z011 we
distributed leaflets to 2500
houszes in Bingham asking the
householders to keep anvthing
of archaeclogical interest that
they may find when
gardening. Sinty-five
householders responded. The
finds were collected in 2011
and have now been examined
and identified., Written reports
hawve been handed to each of
the househelders saying what
they found and the items have
been returmed. The cellections
varied in szize from a single
itermn to 12kg (26 lbs) of
broken pottery and  other
iterns, Some contained items
that had been dug up during
building  waerk, while cother
collections had been
accurnulated over rany years,

Thirty of the ceollections
handed in were from the post-
1950z housing estates., Many
of these houses, particularly
the rnore recently built cnes,
hawve small gardens with little
bare scil showing and were
not  produckive, Cne such

The BHTA stall at the Winter Fair in the Market Flace attracted
a let of interest with bumper sales of cur 2012 calendar and
cur latest book, Fecode & Slaces - Frass Coutfiings from 1768
o 1829 only £3.50, Alzo featured was the free Heritage Town
Walk leaflet and the newly re-censtructed Roman well and
labelled arberetumn in the cemetery. Among cur wvisitors,
shown above, were County Councillers Gordoen Moore (Mayor
of Rushdiffe) and Martin Suthers,

garden, however, did vyield a
worked flint, a Roman coin

and a piece of medieval
pottery, In general the
collections  from  the new

housing confirmed the priar
land use that was expechted
from existng records,
Usually this was either arable
farming or pasture and the
finds were similar in nature to
those collected during field
walking., Collectons from the
149th century housing built an
freehold land at the margins
af old Bingham were looked
at  in cenjunchon with
detailed records that BHTA
holds on individual land
parcels and they confirmed
each other nicely,

The largest collecticns came
from the bigger gardens in the
old cere of Bingham. This is
the centre of Bingham and
aleng the streets that we think
were laid out in the 12t
century, when Bingham was
redesigned. These streets,
The PBanks, Long Acre and
Lcng Acre East, East Street,
Church Street, Market Flace
and Mewqgate Street together
with the coress lanes like
Mark et Street, Fisher Lane and
Cherry Street where we know
there was housing in 1586,
Some collections frem gardens

in these places contained
Cigtercian Ware.[8] Thiz iz a
type of pottery made in
Ticknall, socuth  Derbyshire



from about 1450 to 1550,
Fottery like Midland Purple
Ware [B], Midland Yellow
Ware and Midland Black
Ware, all made in Ticknall in
the 16t and 17t centures,
was also found here with
other types from the 13t
century, such as the beautiful
Staffordshire  Slipware [ C]
used to make shallow dishes
and Motded Ware, which was
used for chamber pots and
beer tankards.

Many of the gardens in
central Bingham had  high
concentratons of 19t and
early 20" century pothery
with glass, clay pipe
fragments and various other
abjects., To a certmin extent
this was to be expected,
because in these old gardens
the =il would not have been
ploughed for centuries and
alder pottery, usually found
at depth, would not have
been brought to the surface.
In some of these collechons
there were ovster shells,
animal  teeth and bones,
gome of which showed signs
af having been butchered. All
sorts of metal objects were
present here, including toy
goldiers, brass decorabve
pieces from furniture and a
selection of buttons  from
gservant’s  livery, regimental
uniform and a French schoal
[Cr]. One piece was a pewkter
ring off & svringe, probably
uzed by a veterinary surgean.
These probably mark the
sites of the old, household
rubbish dumps that would
have been used until the local
autharities insttuted regular
dusthin collections in the mid
20th century,

Some gardens wielded wery
ald finds, In three of them
there were worked flints,
They could not be dated other
than to say they were made
between 6000 and 1000 years

age. A lot of broken flints
were zent in, but they lacked
the marks that are used to
identify them as being man-
made. Mearly all of them
would have been szhattered
during cycles of freezing and
thawing during past Ice Ages,
Three gardens yielded Rornan
finds., Cnewas a coin that had
been minted between 331 and
335 A0, This coin, made in
Trier in Germany to celebrate
the founding of
Constantinople as the capital
of the Eastern Rerman Ernpire,
has featured in the September
2011 issue of O¥scowvering
Binghan. one  piece  of
Forman grey ware pottery was
quite large and was found
close to one of the few sites in
Bingharn where the
archaeclegists have proved
Foman coccupation. It seems
that there ravy be other
pieces still in the ground in
this garden. The third piece
was from a Reorman cooking
pot and was unexpected at
the site, which makes it
particularly interesting.

Cne striking find was three
pieces of Stamford Ware [E].
Stamford Ware iz white and
usually had a green er brown
partial glaze, but this has
invariably worn off, It was the
first durable pottery made in
England after the Roran
cccupation and was widely in
use from the 10t to 12t
centuries, These three pieces
lezk as if they beleng to the
garme pot and suggest that
more of it may have been left
in the greund. Its location is
of particular interest because
it mavy indicate garly
habitation at a site near Leng
Acre, ocne of the streets that
may have been built in the
12t century, Mettingham-
made green glazed or coarse
gandy pottery frorm the 13th-



14t centuries was commen in
the fields, where it would have
been  turmed wup  during
ploughing.  In the gardens it
was very rare adding further
procf that there has been little
soil disturbance in the gardens
of central Bingham.

i) favourite for  rnany
gardeners is the day pipe and
some  excellent bowls were
aent in. These can be dated
and in some cases the maker
can be identified, The cldest
pipes date from 1620, but ocne
particularly geed find was a
group of eight identical pipe
bowls made in 1660-1670 [F].
They had all been srmcked and
suggested soeme group ackivity
going on in this place at a time
that ceoincided  with  the
Restoration, Cther 19th
century pipes W e
cutstanding for their
decoratiocn. Bowls were made
in the shape of a bearded man
or an acorn or decorated with
the letters RACE; ancther had
the words ‘FLAY UF MCTTS' a
popular football slogan of the
late 19th T, Twe had the
figures of pugilists on them

and ocne of them represented
the bare-fist fighters [G] Jem
Srmith and Jehn L. Sullivan,
Smith, the English champicn,
and Sullivan the champion of
armerica in the 1350s, never
actually fought each other,

A full report of this project will
be put on the BHTA website,

BINGHAM JOURMAL

In the 1990s the Grantham
Journal produced a Bingham
editicn. We hawve inherted a
collection for 1993-1996 and
are currently constructing a
data based archive  of
interesting articles as a
resource for people to use,
The Grantham Journal has
kindly agreed to ocur use of
them as the items are
technically still in copyright.
we will feature occcasional
articles of interest In
Discovaring Bingharmn, this is
the first selecticn.

These from Coober 1993
show  how  things have
changed a bit on the catenng
front:

FLANS o convert Binghann
Faifway Station pramisas into
g smal falian restaurant hava
baan turnad Jown, Councillors
said Mr L Padroncelli's plans
wowdd incraase soclwity, nolsa
and traffic which wowld disturb
and annoy  residents on
Stedon Read and  Langiry
Gardens., Rusholiffe Borough
Counc also pointad oot thara
Was ingdaquata parking spaca
on s, The buiding was
praeusiy usad g% g
hairdrassing salon.

BinGHAM s still going Ho ba
without an fndian tafa-away,
An apolication by Mr Davood
Marshamiran! &0 sat up st 29
tong Acra has been turped
Jown, bacgusa it was falt the
smal and incraasaed nolsa and
Jisturbanca  ocutside  normead
shopping hours wowld annop

naighbours, These weara Hhe
ragsons  given by Rusholiffa
Soroug Councl cfvial
olanming aitioar #aith
Sazurnont,

and this frem the same menth
will strike a chord with BHTA
rmembers:

EOTTERY thought to data fromm
madiawrad Hirras was unaarthad
quring  wark on @ cihildren’s
play aras at tha Crow Closa
olaping feld in Bingham, The
Town Councld naaded spacial
parmission & carry outr the
wark bacsusa Crow Closs s
histad 35 an anciant
maonumant, An archagclogist

has  worked closaly  with
contractors, said Clir, Grag
Franks, MNow the work s

finishad, the Council is siming
o fix an official apaning soon.

ONTHE OTHER HAND..

It would seemn that cver 140
vears nothing much changes:

Nottingham Joumal -

July Z0th 1855
BIMGHAM,. _ During the past
week this place has been the
scene of a great amount of
“larking®, cwing it is supposed
to the return to their favourite
amusement, of those
gentlernen  who  formerly
enjoved a reputation for that
accomplishment., The
throwing up of small stones at
charmber windows appears to
be the favourite pastime, and
this in ene instance has been
a source of considerable fright
tc a lady, who will spare neo
gxpense, in case she can
detect the offenders. ]y
another oCCASIon, these
gentry seemed to entertain a
great antipathy to a large
horse rell, Iving in a field
kindly allowed for cncketing
purpocses by the rector. The
rell in question was present
for the use of the players, and
at considerable trouble, no
doubt, the nightly jury ran the
implement inte a large fish



pond, thereby requiring the
assistance of some half-a-
dozen horses in its extraction.
The police, howewver, who are
very effective, are on the
alert, and a repetition of these
rmidnight pranks we hope may
meet with itz proper
retribution,

Bingham Journal -

May 3 1996

EMNO ©F LINE FOR WYAMDALS
Steps have been taken to
make sure vandals cannct
move a roller from the crcket
greund at Bingharn on to the
railway line, & resident of 5t
Mary’s Read teld councillers a
sericus  accident could be
cauzed if equiprment from Butt
Field was put on the line.

At a full council meeting on
Tuesday, chairmman of the
cermmunity  committee  Cllr,
Jack Wilsen said vandals had
tried to move the chcket roller
to the track. He zaid:
“Fertunately, they had not
been able to get it through the
gate or it could have led to
serigus  consequences”,  Mr
wilson said acticn has been
taken to secure the equipment
to make sure it was not mowved
gxcept for the purpose of
relling  the pitch when
required,

In additien, the council has
approached Railtrack to see if
there was anything it could
auggest to prevent similar
preblems coourming.

MNOTE: The 'Clir. Jack Wilson”
meattioted above has moved
on to greater things - he is
BHTAS Hon, Sec. !

ORAL HISTORY

Back in 19838, the Local
Histery Scciety carried cut a
number of  eral  history
interviews which they
recorded on audic tape, These
tapes were given owver into
BHTA'zs safekeeping and as
they indude interviews with
some notable Bingham
residents, lik e Sam
Shepperson, Miss Oocubleday
and Eric Green, We are very
happy to hawe them. We are
also fortunate encugh to have
trecently been qQiwen
transcripts of those tapes,

They will be included with
Fhase 2 of the BHTA’s Cral
History Archive which iz now
cormplete. It toe  coentains
interviews with serme criginal
residents, but alsc reflects the
Bingham of tocdaw; a town
where moest of the residents
were bom elsewhere, Indeed
aporme of them will have lived
in several places before
aettling here, Seme, like John
Hudscon, Methedist Minister or
Feter Smith, Headmaster at
Robert Miles schoel, or Jane
warner, of Forchester Farm,
hawve since rmowved on from
Bingharn. Mostly they corme
becausze their wark is here or
hereabouts, all of therm hawve
fascinating  stories  to tell
Seme do not live here, but
work here - local shopkeepers
and professicnal people. They
are all impertant to the town
and go towards raking the
Bingham of teday and will be
part of its histery in the future,
Should vyou be interested in
carrying on this werk, please
ring Hilda 01949 837781,

BXEITA COMNTACTS

General e-mail: bhta@binghamheritage.ocrg.uk
CHAIRMAM: Feter Allen - 01949 831575

YICE CHAIRMAMN: Geoff Ashten - 01949 875177

SECRETARY: Jack Wilscn - 01949 538275
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Rebin Aldwerth - 01349 5539991

With thanks to Hammond Harwood for their
support by printing this issue of Oiscovering Bingham

CONGRATULATIONS

te  our Wice
Chairman

Geoff Ashton
en  hiz  Civic
Award for his
woluntary

& work on the
B Help Desk at
City  Hospital
and in hiz rele
as a member of Bingham
Heritage Trals Asscciation.
Also te Jonathan Hammend on
his Civic Award, at the same
ceremony, for the support he
gives to  sewveral town
crganisations, He genercusly
prints this newsletter at cost,

2012 LECTURES
Admission FREE

Thursday 26th April
Picture Bingham’s Past

Tr=illa Spence

Archasology Leader
IN.C.C Congervafion

BHTA Membership
costs you only a
minimum of £2.00
per annum.

For this Discovering
Bingham is delivered
evely quarter to your
home and up-dates on

our activities are e-
mailed directly to you.
WHY NOT JOIN NOW?




