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QUICK CHANG

e

AT OUR ANNUAL GEN

ERAL MEETING!
TN L

Whan 84TA mambars furnad up gt the Court Housa, In the pouring rain, the only parson whoe

Jidn 't furn up was the caratakar fo gpan wo Hha Coouncll Chambar which had baan bookad waaks
agriiar and confirmed five daps bafore 268 Juna, When frantic phone cails produced no salution,
Gaoft and Joan Ashton, who fortonatady for s e cpposite, gallant)y offered o throw cpan thair
howsa to allow the masdng to contnua, The official businass and the Chairman’s lustratad
prasantstion wara hald in the lounge and cur displays and rafrashmants wara acocommodatad in
the dining room and Atchan, 4 warm rote of thanks was passad thankng Seoll and Joan for
saWng the day. The picture shows 22 oot of the 30 membears atending Hhe AGM . A5 things
trnad out it was fortunate that 158 othar marmbars sant thair goologias!

fEQ, - 8y Hha way, Gaoff and Joan’s founge is not V-shaped, Hhus is the result of pasting two

photios dogather o include a5 many paooie a5 possibda [

LOOK BACK ON 2007
The formal part of the AGM

took enly a few rminutes
because  there were no
moticns or elections as all the
current cormmittes had
volunteered to stand for re-
election, The Treasurer

reported a healthy balance in
our own account, but adritted
to a posasible overspend on the
Histery of  Settlement  in
Bingham  project, Heritage
Lottery Fund agreed a request
for an  extension to March
2009, but would net help us
out with additienal funding.
e are making plans to deal
with 1t curselves, That bit
over, the chairman gave a

FowerFoint presentaticn  to
iHustrate Sorne of  the
highlights of the past vear.

2007 was the yvear we finished
field walking and began
interpreting the results,
Getting te that point tock 74
weeks of field walking ower
g68  hectares of arable
farmland. Cwver 54,000 finds
were collected and catalegued.
all this has been dene by 118
welunteers and consultants, of
whorn 29 of the welunteers
jeined the project in the first
vear and are still with us, The
first stage of the interpretation
is to write descripticns of each
of the 97 fields, Helpers have
been drafted in toc prepare

maps, charts and diagrams in
a standard terplate for each
field before Geoff and Feter
add the interpreted detail.
Sorme  highlights  of  the
discoveries made a0 far were
lustrated.

A map of all the dated flints in
the parizsh shows several sites
where there mav have been
Meszclithic hunter-gatherer
camps arcund the prehistoric
lake north of the raillway line.
In the south westem corner of
the parish are sites where the
first farmers settled in the
Eardy Meclithic, It is even
poasible to chart the migration
of settlerments from  there
arcund the parish over the
next 2000 vears,



Crop marks on Farson’s Hill
are thoughtto show the site of
an Iron Age settlement., we
found  encugh  Iren Age
pottery sherds there to show
that this interpretatiocn is
probably  right.,  Surprisingly
they were all in the western
part of the settlerment. In the
eastern half there were no
Iren Age sherds, but zeveral
FRoman cnes, which seems to
be saying that the criginal
gettlernent in the  west
rigrated east in the first
centunes AD, Cne particularly
rewarding pattern is the close
clustering of  early/middle
Saxcn sherds arcund three
gites known to have been
coccupied first by Iren  Age
pecple and then the Remanc-
British, This rmust tell an
interesting  story.  Equally
interesting is the fact that the
known Roman sites all have a
ot of pig bones asscciated
with them.

The last slide
walking showed
distributiocn of 18th century
pottery, which seems to be
concentrated it in a block of
four fields on Helme Farmn, It
has been suggested thiz iz the
gite of the 18t century willage
dump.

The gecphysical =survey of
Crow Close was dene in &pril
this year and came up with the
unexpected discovery of the
gite of a WWwII searchlight
unit, Interpretation of what
the survey tells about the
site’s  medieval history s
awaited. Frogress with the
research into the cold maps
was reported (sea Span Fiald
itar). This and the eadier
research into the hedgerows
of Bingharm have been proving
useful in understanding the
field walking finds. To round
off the presentation, there
were alides showing the
vigorous  and  entertaining
aocial side of BHTA's ackivities,

about field
the

OFEN
STRIPFP FARMING

Cur waerk on the 1776 and
1341 recerds of the parish
indicates that, apart from =
reduced number of hedges, the
layout of fields has changed
little  ower more than twe
centuries, Howewver this plan
anly dates back to the time -
probably in o, 1680-90 - when
the ancient cemmunal system
of strip farming in cpen felds
was abandened and the land
‘enclosed’ it privately
farmed hedged plots, The
phetegraph of the cpen field
dizrama in Mottingham Castle
Museum gives an idea of what
the farmland here would hawve
lezked like prcr to enclosure,

Thie evetern wae stll  in
aperation in 1586 when it was
desoribed In @ manonal survey
Book written in Latin (now held
by the County Archivez) drawn
up for the Lord of the Manar, Sir
Brian Stapleton, pror to the zale
af hie Bingham estate. At this
period four arakle fieldz were in
aperation called Chapel or Marth
Field, South Field, Stamhill ar
Eaet Field, and Brackendale or
West  Field, These  waere
subdivided inta  aver 100
“furlonge’, in tum =ubdivided
into over 4000 arakle strips.
Unfortunately the ZUFVEY
POSEEEEEE N0 dCCampanying
rap, which rmay have been lost
gormewhere inthe mists of tirme,
S0, being gluttane  far
punizhrment, BHTA induded in

FIELDtheir ourrent projeck an attermnpt

to reconstruct the 1586 map
frorm the wrtten descriptionz,

Thiz has invalved transzlating
the ariginal text, analysing and
interpreting the inforrmatian an
the stripe by 3 team aof 10
valurteers, each af wham had
ta  leam ta read Tudar
handwnting and traneschnbe the
names and areas anto Excel
gpreadeheets, The recard alea
liste 66 named Freehalders,
Tenant Farmmers and Cottagers
az well ag the Rectar and the
Lard af the Manar, deecribing
the lacation af their
hormesteads, praperty and land.
In most cazes the area of each
plat iz given and theeze vary in
gize from 0.04 ta 47 acres.
Anather  wital pia e af
infarrnation, if we are ta
recanstruct the map, iz the
l[acatian data given far =ame
a0% aof the plate which usually
- but nat alwave - pravide the
narmes af the fieldfraad ar the
tenantfawner ta the narth,

gauth, east and west, &l the

R-::-i:-.l'J &acll & Adrian playing
Hapo)y Famiias



available data haz alzo been put
anta 3 "hormestead’ datakase.

Useful as these computer-
based data systems are, when
it comes to placing the plots
onte @ map the infermation
has been transferred onto
cards. Each carries the general
informaticn of the cccupant’s
name, the area and anv
descnption of the property in
a central panel with the
lecation data on the "M,5,E &
W' edges of the card, These
have become known as the
‘Happy Families’ pack and, in
apite of the tiresome gaps, we
are alowly piecing tegether the
Jig-saw puzzle, Some things
are  known, for example:
‘Husband Street’ iz now called
Leng Acre and we can make an
infermed guess =@s to where
Chappell [sic] Lane or West &
East Moor Lanes might have
been. At least some of the field
names recorded in 1586
appear in the records from
1776 and 1841 and a few
remain  today., With  the
giception of the *Fosse’, road
names do not seem to have
aurvived the years. Hopefully
gur work on the cpen field
map will help to find the likely
locations for  Deadman’s,
Goodwyn, Guye, Market, Selby
and Spybie Lanes, not to
menticn where the Pur and
Selby Crosses onoe  stood.
Meanwhile, we continue to
play "Happy Families’!

HOT POT

SUPPER

Saturday 8th November
7 30pm W, L. Hall
Tickets £1 0 1ind, YWine

Ring 831575

For tickets or offers
to host a table

MORE FROM YOUR
FAMILY PHOTO ALEUMS

Since our last newsletter we
hawve been coentacted by
several current  and  ex-
residents of Bingham offering
BHTA the chance to look
through their family albums of
“snaps’ to see if they had
anything of interest, So far
there has alwavs  been
something that was  worth
acanning inte  our  picture
library., Three of these albums
tumed cut te all contain
different shots taken in 1935
of the celebrations marking
the Silver Jubilee of Geocrge V.
Taken together they provide a
vivid recerd of the townsfolk
Coming together to
commemncrate a naticnal
gvent with a thanksgiving
service arcund the Butter
Cross, the children’s fancy
dress  parade and country
dancing plus a procession of
elaborately decorated fleats,
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It iz also possible to identify
many of the adults in the

pictures and sorme of the
children are still living here in
Bingham. Az sormetimes
happen with these ‘snaps’
taken on a known date allow
us to identify other pictures
already in cur collection for
which we did not have this
infermaticn. &n example of
thiz iz the Methodist Church,
‘The Sun Mewer Sets..” float
{sae balow) which we had
frormm ancther collection but
the ocwner had forgotten the
ococasion, We can now be sure
that this float was part of the
Jubilee festivities, Cur
cxllection oW contains
photographs of several "*Roval’
celebrations, from  Gueen
Yictoria®s Diarmond Jubilee in
1897 to the 1935 Jubiles but,
so far, we have not seen any
pictenal evidence of the town
celebrating George WI's
Coronation, two years later,




Oces anyone remember if this
was celebrated here? If se, no

cne we have asked up to now
can remember this event,

e are not just interested in
cellecting pictures of special
gvents - portraits of people,
shots of townsfelk just going
about their everyday lives or

buildings can all provide a
fascinating insight inte the
aocial history of the town.

Guite recently when going
through the farily alburn of
the Hutchinsen family, we
found that it alze included
studic  portraits  of  their
aervants and what we believe
i the oconly known portrait
fshown abowe)] of the Rew
Robert Miles’ wife, Mary., So,
please search cut those family
albums and let us know - you
never know what we rmay find!

A MOST SHOCKING
AFFAIR
Tha folloving raparts

gopaarad in the Craswealls
Motdngham  Journal  during
1777

August 30th

Last Saturday a  most
shocking affair happened in
Bingham, cne Ann Seacy,
whe for some  time (4t
Intervals) had been in a state
of Insanity, in a deubtful and
despainng way, and who has
a husband and several small
children, took the cpportunity
of his absence, te murder the
voungest, an infant about
aeven weeks old, by stranaling
it (as it iz supposed by the
marks that appeared con its
neck and the bleed that
gushed from its nose). She

had just a few moments
before given suck., She was
first  perceived by hier

daughter a girl abeout fourteen
vears of age, who going into
the room, screamed cut, upen
which the mother immmediately
ran and lecked the cuter door,
by that means the girl was
prevented from calling
assistance, but her shrieks
and cries being heard by the
neighbours  they  instantly
forced the door when to their
great surprise, they found the
infant dead as
aferernenticned, Just at the
instantthey entered the reom,
she had got ancther child by
the neck, which she was
atternpting to strangle in the
same manner. By the timely
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interposition of the
neighbours, she Was
prevented from perpetrating
her horid design. She said

(but thisis shecking to relate)
had she murdered the cther it
would have given her great
ease, dedaring at the same
time her intenticn was to
murder herself afterwards,
She had several times before
made an attempt on her cwn
life, but W AS always
prevented, On Monday, the
Coroner's ingquest on the body
was held.

Yerdick, Manslaughter

September 10th

Ann Seacy of Bingharn, who
was lately committed to ocur
County Geal for the murder of
her woungest child at that
place, was released from her
cenfinement, the cermmitrent
having been withdrawn.

Octecker 18th

Friday |last, died at Harby, Ann
Seacy who lately rurdered
her child in Bingham. GShe
could never be prevailed upen
to take sustenance encugh to
aupport nature, s=ince  her
coermmitting the homid deed.

DON’T FORGET
YOUR 2009 BHTA
CALENDAR

The theme thiz year is
a celebration of 100
vears in photographs of

Bingham Market Place.

zale at  the
m Faton

On
newsagents

Place or direct from
Geoff Acshton.




