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10" ANNIVERSARY YEAR

It rnay core as a surprise that
BHT& has been geing for 10
vears but when we found
curselves helding cur 10th
Annual General Meeting on 1<
July z010, there’s was no
denying the fact. In this
anniversary year we finished
gur fourth  Leottery-funded
project, The  History of
SatHerant in Singhan farish.
e had an official cpening of
gur exhibiticn in the Library in
March and the launch of cur
bocok, Bingham, Back in
Ttmre in May. Joan Brav, 2
Trustee of the Heritage Lottery
Fund in the East Midlands,
reprezented the HLF on each
coccasion and was fulseme in
her praise for the work we had
done, Cur website has been
coempletely reconstructed - log
on and see the difference -
and the field walking finds will

be handed ower to the
University Museum In
Mottingham in Cctober.  The

enly part of the project vet to
be finished is the transfer of all
the informaticn  we  have
acquired onte a <O to be
deposited with the County

archaeclzgist and other
offical bodies,

Gther  research  continued
despite the frantic efforts

being made to finish  the
History of Settlerment project.
Hilda Srmith interviewed
agyeral people for the oral
history project; Geoff Ashton
finished a number of house
histories and put 15 of them
on the new web site; Robin

A GARGEN SURVEY COULD FILL A GAP

A field walking survey of
the arable fields  still
means that the area of the
parish that had been built
on leaves a large hole in
cur knowledge, So few
archaezlegical digs have
been done in the town that
BHTA has decided to carry
cut  an archaeclogical

S survey of the gardens in

+ Bingham to try to fill this
- gap. It s our plan te
o divide up the tocwn intc a
number of small areas.
e would like velunteers
in each of these areas to

" encourage househelders to

keep any bits of pottery,

flints, clav pipes, glass, in fact anything man-rmade, when

gardening.

e will cellect them at zeme later date, identify

their finds and try to make sense of what these are telling us.
Jane Harper in the phote, like a number of cther members and
non-members, started cellecting after December 2008 when we
first menticned the idea. Here she is examining just a few of the
hundreds of chjects she has found in her garden. Wwe will be
collecting them from her, clean, recerd and identify them but
we need a lot mere finds from many more sites befere we can
build up an everall picture for the area of the built-up town.

Aldwerth continued to collect
and scan cld photographs of
Bingham. The research into

what 18 recorded about
Bingham in the ald
newspapers centinued and a
pericd of arcund 50 years has
now been done, starting in
1765, Scome amazing stories
hawve been uncovered, which
give a view of [ife in Bingham
that can enly be ocbtained this
way, (saa Faaagback, paga 3

Mermbers of BHTA were
invelved 1n several events
during the wear. we hosted

the AGM of the East Midlands
branch of the Council foer

British Archaeclegy and gave
three talks at it. We alse took

part in the aAGM of the

Thereten Scociety and three
mermbers were invelved in the
develoeprment of a research
strategy for archasclegy in the
East Midlands. In additicn,
several talks were given to
outzide organisations
including one about Wictorian
Bingham to pupils at
Carnarvon Frirmary School,

It has been a most satisfving
vear,



S0, WHAT DO WE DO NEXT?

At the Asscciation’s Annoal
General Meeting on 15 July
mermbers discuzsed the
research that they would like
to do next and it was decided
that we should publicise these
propesals to the wider public
in Bingham. There were two
reazcns for this:

a) Cur research is about your
heritage. 10,000 pecple live
in Bingharm and we want to
give as many residents as
possible a chance te put their
ideas forward,

By It may be that rmany more
pecple than theose currently
involved in ocur work might
like to becorme invelved as
mermbers of the Asscciation,
The fellowing are serme of the
ideas already put ferward.

ONGOING PROJECTS

There are four projects that
started some time ago that we
expect will continue for a while,
Oral history. This project,
cocrdinated by Hilds 5ok,
invelves interviewing Bingharm
residents for  stories of
Bingharm’s past, She has done
over 50 interviews already,
but more are planned. we
weuld like mere interviewers
to help her get through the list
of potential subjects.

House Histories, Gaoff
Ashtzn has been collecking
inferrnaticn  about  the old
houses in Bingham for ten
yvears and many of the house
histocnes he has collated are
now on our web site, Hig rmain
gource of infermation is from
the house deeds and he would
be grateful for any inferrmation
about house sales that may
give him an opportunity fto
vigw the deeds of houses built
before 1950,

Photo Archive. Raobin
Aldwarth  locks  after  the
Azsocation’s  photo-archive,
We are interested in any cld

Jopoa Alan gt the Annua! Ganaral Maaling giving a prasantation

an e work in the newspapar archives by Hhe rasearch f|ant
she leads, The axtracts they had found ware alf fascinatng and
rangad from the fragic to he Kilarious, She concluded with &
plasz for mora poluntaars o foin in tha work,

phetegraphs of Bingham or
Bingham pecple.

Newspapers . The  first
newapapers to carry articles
about Bingham appeared in
1765 and a tearm of readers
co-ordinated by Jopce Alan
has been reading the papers
on ricrefilm in Mettingham
City Library. With no radic or
TV the people got most of
their information about werld,
naticnal and lecal events from
the RpARErs and the

descriptions in them are wery
detailed,

FURTHERRESEARLCH FRGIECTS

The research we have done on
the parish surveys of 1586,
1776 and 1841 has raised
many questicns, not least
what happened in Bingham
between those dates? To get
the answers will  reguire
gearching the archives., Much
of the information iz on
rmicrefilm  copies of crginal
docurments and has to be
transcribed onto databases to

create a rescurce for further
studies such as some of those
listed below,
Several themes
identified:
Bingham's shops,
and nrarkets.

The three surveys tell us whe
among the tenants of the
Bingharn estate were farmers
and cottagers, The
newspapers and the trade
directories tell us mere, but
there are other archival
sources to be searched to help
build up the story of the way
Bingharn changed.

Local Heroes.

For a place of its size Bingham
has produced a significant
nurmber of pecple wheo have
gqone on to high places and
others whe have brought
great  benefioal change fo
Bingham. Some  of these
pecple are known toe us;
cthers almost certainly exist
and are not,

Timres of major change in
Bingham after enclosure
in 1680 which waz a

have been

traders



traumatic experience in many
communities  in England.
Alrncst  nothing 18 known
about what happened in
Bingham when open field
farming was replaced at the
tirme of enclosure -

ar the impact of the
turnpike roads built in the
I8th century where several
lines of evidence suggest that
Bingham was a changed place
after first the turnpikes, then
the canal, allowed easier
travel to and from the town,
These changes have not been
charted or studied,

Meither of these tweo topics s
gasy to investigate, but the
challenge 12 to find sources of
infermation about the physical
changes that tock place after
these events and from these
rmake reliable inferences about
changes to the lecal lifestyles,
Birghany at war 13 an area
where practically noething s
known about the contribution
made by Bingham men and
wormen in the big wars of the
19th century: the Feninsula
Wars, Crimea and the Boer
War, Little is known about the
rmen from Bingharm whoe died
in the First Werld War and
there iz little documented
inferration about the physical
impact of the Second wWorld
War on Bingham.

ARCHAEDOLOGICALDIGS
Four areas were identified by
field walking that would justify

closer investigation by
gecphysical  surveying and
then a dig. In additicn, the

work we did on the deserted
rmedieval village in Crow Close

generated information that
makes a dig there =a
tantalizing proposition,. BHTA

does net have the cormmpetence
te do an archaeclegical dig
and would have to bnng in
professicnals to lead it, but
there would be an cpportunity
for weolunteers to help and

bring the cests down., Work
on any cone of these five sites
would be such a big enterprise
that we weuld neot embark on
it without deing a censiderable
amount of preliminary
gnquiries,  But it would be
uzeful to know if any expertise
already gy ists in the
cornrunity  that we could
draw upeon if we were to do a
dig.

FEECBACK

In the March 2009 iszsue of
Disazaning Bingham e
published a letter discowvered
by our team researching the
newspaper  archives, The
letter written on 4th Decermber
1899 from Jack Gill was given
in full under the headline
‘Bingham Beoys and the Boer
war' and that might have
been the end of the matter
until in June we received the
following e-mail:

This  Jack Sl was mr)py
husband's great-uncle, John
Edward G, born in 1875 in
Einowiton, My mothar-in-law
(John's nigcal has just gone
intt & care home and soowe
ara sorfing out har house,
Arvong har Hhings was 3
mads balonging fo 7 £ Gl of
Tharneporoft's Mountad
Infaniry, fmaging my surprisa
angd  dalight when In my
rasagrch [ came Scross pFour
articial In the arficia pou raise
tha Quastons! W, at
happanad to Jack Sl Did he
arar make it back to Bingham
and racaiva his mrada’?™ I can
now answar thosa guastions
for pou.

Mo, M afraid that ha didn't
mata it back, He diad of
Entaric [Typheid fever] on 48k
Juna 1200 snd is boriad gt
Dundaa Town  Canmvatary,
South Africa,

s amazing what pou can
Fiscovar on the net in an

sitarnocon! I had siardad
rasaarching  my  hosband's
family traa, but had no ides
what  heappared  d hKis
grandfathar’s  brother  John
Edward Gi. Ainding the meada!
and than discovarng his daath
has ended the uncertainty.
Finding por aricia
and  reading about  fis
axpariancas in fis own wWords
Wwas amaming! The letter wouwld
hava baan writtan to his fathar
Jamas Sl (I850-1928) and
his  step-mothar,  Efizabath,
His mothar, Sarah, died in
1820, [ hopa this information
iz of intarast o pou,. Ragards,
Jannp Chambariain’

Thiz added infermaticn was
rmost certainly of interest and
very gratifying to receive a
response to iterms reported in
cur newsletter, Jenny was
alse kind encugh to send us
photes of Jack’s medal and
the Firm ingcrpticn

fraproducaed aboewre) and the
mermcrial 0 Dundee Town
Cermetery. Unfortunately the
farmily does not cwn a picture
of Jack. Could it be that ocne of
cur readers might come
actoss a print that we could
pass cnte Jenny?



150" ANNIVERSARY
FOR THE BUTTER CROSS

Staying with cur researches in
the newspaper archives, our
team have found the following
in the Mettingham Rewiew
dated z3™ August 1561:

‘The new Market Cross is fully
commetad, The butter
vandors ave already begun to
occupy fts interior in the sale
af  their commodity... ... iy
Tuesday the architect of the
Buttercross came over with a2
gentleman for the purpose of
tafng & photograph of the
building and in oder to malke
it mare interesting & number
af persons were gob together
in the cross with baskets etc.
Twao aor three well known
tredesman with & rfew aold
wamen and  children  also
formed & group,. The picture is
termed & negative and prints
will be pubizhed from it 7

We're looking for ideas
from readers of what to do
in 2011 to mavk this

duspicicus annivers ary.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Membership of BHTA costs only
a minimum of £2.00 a year.

If you would like to join us,
please =end an  ermail (=ee
Below) with wour contact
detailz, which activitiez appeal
to you and any otherideas you
may hawve,

e would provide training, if
needed, for anvone who s
interested, Here are just some
of the tasks that can ccoupy
both  existing  and  new
members for as much time as
they are prepared to offer:

Oral history interviewers to
help get through the list of

CoOoT MABBOTT 1915 -2010
It was with great sadness that we learned of
the death of Dot Mabbott, after a bnef illness,
at the age of 95, She had lived in Bingham all
her life and her memories of pecple and

events in the town owver most of the Z0th
century remained lucid to the end. She was
also an awvid collecter of photegraphs and

cuttings

which made her an

invaluable

resource that she willingly provided to BHTA,
Dot, we will miss you.

potential subjects. We can
provide the recording
gequipment. Alse we need

Transcription typists toc get
the recerdings ocnte paper. Do
vou have the skills?

Newspaper Research to
ook through the papers on
micrefilm in Mottingham City
Library, copwing cut anything
that rmenticns Bingham.
There are many papers still to
be read. Most of the current
tearm rmembers spend one
merning a week in the library,

General Research finding
the infermation included in
wills, inventones, directones,
official  records  and  the
reqgisters of births, deaths and
marriages mostly  held at
Mottinghamshire Archives and
the Mcottingham Local Studies
Library.

Garden Survey Aread reps
would  start by delivering
leaflets to all householders
with gardens in their area. The
flyer will explain the purpose
of the survey and descnbe the
types of find of interest, Then,
with those wheo agree to take
part, meonitor pregress and
arrange te collect the finds,

Then there are important
task s for members to maintain
a watching brief, fer example,

BT A COMNTACTS

General e-mail: bhta@binghamheritage .crg.uk
CHAIRMAM: Feter Allen - 01949 831575

YICE CHAIRMAN: Geoff Ashten - 01949 375177
SECRETARY: Jack Wilsen - 01949 838275
NMEWSLETTER EDITOR:Robin aldworth - 01949 §39991

Wil th

thanks to Hammond Harwood for

their

support by printing this issue of Discovering Bingham

with House Histordes we are
grateful for any infoermatien
about house sales that may
give Us an cpportunity to view
the deeds of houses built
befere 1950. For cur Photo
Archive we are interested in
any old phcotegraphs of
Bingham or Bingham pecple.
e would borrow them for a
day or tweo so that we can scan
therm and keep a digital copy
in our archive. There are also
what we call Lecal Archives

- from time to time local
pecple ask us to accept
collections  of documents,
photographs, Newspaper
cuttings, and sc on. Such
rmaterial should end up Iin the
iCounty archives, but the

infermaticn inthem is of value
to us and needs to be collated
by us first, we need help we
can call en te do this,

Finally there is the possibility
of future Archaeclogical
Digs - we want to know if any
gxpertise already exists in the
cormnmunity  that we coold
draw upon if we were to do a
dig and to hear from those
who would be interested in the
cpportunity toe welunteer as
trainee diggers to help keep
costs down,

HOT POT

SUPPER

Saturday 27th November
7.830pm W 1 Hall

Tlekets £10 ind, Wne

g 831575




