TEST PITS

Bz the name implies the
archaeclegical pits being dug
in Bingham are exploratory
and though we have some
objectives in mind before we
dig, they are done mainly to
find ocut what iz there.
Zongzidering the elerment of
serendipity in the selection of
the sites and their small size
aore remarkable things have
been rewvealed - ancient
rubbish pits, animal graves,
post-holes, old floors and
walls of long-gone buildings
and garden features,

Frorn the 34 pits we have dug
te date there are many
highlights., The diggers
enjoved working on the three
achoels projects and it is clear

te see why the Hentage
Lottery  Fund  reqguire an
educaticnal input when
making the grant. Mo,

Tha Bingharny Ballas, 3 sacton of the Woman’s Tnstituta, is tha

izta st focal organisation fo ask BHTA to take them on Hhe Town
Haritage Walk, Hare are some of their 30 membars in Long
Acra haaring from Sue Hodson how tha Horsa and Slough was
bt in 1818 a5 3 Mathodist ‘Rantars’ Chapal,

weeka later, we still reet
children whe come up to us to
talk about the dig in their
school, At Robert Miles Junior
School we were blessed with
some of the best weather of
the SUMMEer and WE Y

interesting discoveries, Inone
pit  we discovered what
appears to be a garden feature
from the 1% C Rectory. In
another we found a post-hole
with alivers of cak in it at the
corner of a cobbled floor
belenging to a building that
predated the 18t C Rectory,
which is the earliest recorded
bBuilding on this site, We also
found Elizabethan bricks and
several pieces of stene recfing
glate of a kind wused on
rmedieval buildings and
recorded conly cnoe before in
Mottinghamshire,

Ferhaps the most interesting
infermaticn we have gathered
5 about the eriging of
Bingharm. The anly
professicnal archaeclegical
investigations to have taken
place in central Bingharm were
en a s=ite  behind  the
Chesterfield Armmns. A& Reman



cemetery  was found and
evidence of fields wused for
arable farming and stock

rearing in the late Irocn Age
and Rornan times, There were
ne indicatiens of housing.
Mow, in & nearby garden we
have found a post-hele for a
timber structure that ray
have been a house, It was
filled with scil containing early
Rornan pottery and s
probably frem a building that
dates from the 1% century AD,
Seweral other gardens in
central Bingham have yielded
Roman pottery, showing that
the area where Romans lived
and worked in central
Bingharn was fairly large. In
many of these gardens we
have found pottery from the
Anglo-Saxon pericd  that
follows the Reoman ccocupation
and from the later Morman
Conquest, When we started
thiz project we thought that
Bingharm wvillage was probably
built by the angle-Saxens, but
now it appears to be much,
much clder,

Cne of the rmest surprising
aspects of this project has
been the high guality of the
finds, We were used to finding
ercded and worn pottery when
field walking, Mow, though,
the fragments (as below)

Cart of Hhe rim of @ 230mm

(2" digrmater mediaval
comang  pot. Black staining
an tha riny and parts of the

body show whara the pot
burnad while in use,

which have not been touched
for sewveral centuries, are
pristineg when we find thern.
Being the first persen to touch
them since the broken pots
were thrown out iz an eerie
feeling, They are so well
preserved that we are able to
apprecate the true beauty of
their eriginal celeurs,

There are a possible 29 more
pita that we can dig, so we

might be able te do ancther
14 before the weather and

failing light stops us for the
vear., This will leave about 15
to finish off next year.

HOUSE HISTORIES

The second strand of the
current Roots and
Developrnent of  Bingham
project s concemed  with
discovering the origins of a
number of builldings in the
town centre area. Thiswork is
being done by Trent and Peak
archaeology and Mottingham
Tree Ring Datng Laboratory
and accounts for a large slice
of our budget. There are two
aspects. TaP SUFWEY a
building and produce a plan,
establish the warious phases
of building and assess likely
dates of constructon from
the architectural evidence
and an assessment of fithngs
such as doors, windows and
fireplaces. Tree-ring dahbng
relies on obtaining the growth
pattern of trees from core
gamples from tmbers in the
building by measuring the
width of the annual growth-

rings. This i done to a
tolerance of 17100 of =
millimetre, The qrawth

patterns of these samples are
then compared with a series
of reference patterns  or
chronologies, the date of
each ring of which is known,
This will establish the date of

felling of the timber. If a
statistically significant
number of samples produces
a tight range of dates this
usually indicates the frees
were  felled to build the
building under investgabon
and hence gives areasonably
accurate date for building.

Almost all the field work has
now been done for the
praject. Seven buildings have
been subject to tree ring
dating and full survey, We
have wundertaken only the
tree ring dating exercise on
another two or three. Some
target buildings have proved
not to have beams suitable
for dendrochronology -
softwood and elm cannot be
dated. We still hope that it
will be possible toe add the
Manor House in the Market
Flace to the list of building to
be surveved.

So far we have received one
interim report, onthe Cld Fost
Cffice House., This suggests
the main part of the house
was built in about 1689, There
12 a recycled beam dating
frem 1313, but cne can only
speculate where this might
have cermne from! Reports on

the other buildings  will
becorne available owver the
next few menths,

STOP PRESS

Readers will be aware that the
Manor House has  been
boarded up for about 15 vears
now and iz in danger of
becoming derelict, It s
certainly in need of sorme TLC!
Az BHTA iz primarily a
research project based group
rather thanm a campaigning
crganization, Geoff Ashton s

trying to do semething about
the fate of this bulding
independently of the



fAszsociation. Before anvone
can even think about how to
acquire the building ar apply
for funds to restore it, there
needs to  be a wiable,
sustainable and acceptable
business plan for ks after use,

He has already held one
public meetng inwitng
concerned residents to

suggest possible uses and to
discuss a way forward.

If anv reader cares about the
Manor House it is not too late
to contact Geoff. (See page 4]

WINE, FISH &
CHIPS NIGHT
Saturday
24th November
7.80pm W. L Hall
Tickets £12

including wine.

To book
Ring 831575

NOW YOU SEE IT...

on Sunday 29t July a False
Acacia (Robinia
pseudoacacial tree, about 90
wears old, growing outside
the Frank Innes estate agents
an the corner of Market Place
and Church Street was felled,
This was one of only two of
this species growing in public
places in Bingham. Meither
the Bingham Town Council
nor the tree officer of
Rushcliffe  Borough Council
knew about it beforehand.
When the clerk of the council
enquired about it she was
told by the Forestry Inspector
in the Highwayrs Agency that
the tree ".. had several fungal
fruiting decay brackets at the

Lase that would eventually
cause structural faiure, This
sitvation was mronitored for
the last 2 years and the
decision was taken to remove
it, a5 the decayed region was
ncreasing in size.” While no
one denies that the public
should be protected from
potentally dangerous trees,
this ane WA Iy! a3
conservabon area and s
quite rare in the parish.
Bingham Town Council and
the RBC tree officer should
have been infoarmed and have
been part of the decision
about the fate of this tree.

NOTTINGHAM JOURMAL
COURT REPORTS FOR 1833
POLICE INTELLIGENCE -
JUSTICERDOM*, BINGHAM.

July 26th 1833

July 18t (before the Rew
Robert Lowe and William
Tavylor, Esq.] - Several trades
people  and beer sellers,
residing in the neighbourhood
of Bingham, were convicted
in mibgated penalties and
costs, for using short weights
and measure s,

Mary Riddall was cemmitted to
the House of Correction at
Southwell for twelve calendar
menths, for having a bastard
child chargeable to the parish
of Bingharm.

On Tuesday last, William Farrler
was convicted by the Rev Bobert
Lowe 28 an idle and disorderly
persen, for begaging in the pansh
of Bingham, and was committed
to the said House of Correction,
to be held to hard labour for cne
calendar month,

August 16th 1833

CHAIN GANG!

In the night of Tuesday the 5th
instant, seme thieves contrived
to extract the chain {(which is
thirty-twe  vards leng, and



weighs upward of cne hundred
weight) frorm the well upon the
premizes  belonging to Mr
Stephen Hersepoel, farmer,
gituate by the side of the cld
Foss, in the parish of Binghan,
with which they made off, and
have not been heard of since,

X "—f"--iL'- -

ause of Correction,

August 30th 1833

August 15% [(before the Rew
John  Storer  and  W.F.N.
Morton, Esqg.)] John Jebb, of
Bingham, was conwvicked of
being a rogue and a vagabond,
for running awar, and leaving
his wife and children
chargeable to that parish, and
was committed to the House of
Correchon at Southwell, to be
held to hard labour for three
calendar manths,

william Cenneor was convicted
of being an idle and diserdery

person for  beaging at
Bingharm, and was committed
te the same House of

Correction to be held to hard
labour for fourteen days.

* S0 where was the Justice
Room, Bingham?

It is probable that in 1333 the
“justice  rocoem’ would  hawve

aimply been a function reom
in the Chesterfield, which was

BEHITA CONTACTS

fairly standard practice in
rmost towns until ceurt houses
were built in the 1850z,

H o v er, W hite s 1344
Cirectory  states  that 4
Temperance Hall was built in
1843, Petty sessions are hald
here aveary Jlternata
Thursday’.  Presumably the
temperance mow e ment
objected to  justice  being
meted out in a pub and offered
their premises instead 17

THE JUBILEE TREE

In the June issue we
annocunced the start of cur
gearch  for a tree to
cormmemorate  the Queen’s
Jubilee, In  spite of our

relatively limmited knowledge of

arbeoriculture wWe WE e
cenfident  that with  socme
research and the help of

gxperts we would eventually
find the perfect specimen. 4s
the tree isto be planted in the

cemetery off The Banks,
where BHTA has named
gxigsting trees to formm an

arboreturn, the first task was
not to find the tree itself, but
the location and with the help
of  the Town Zouncil’s
greundsrman, Meil, three sites
were garmarked, Each would
be zuitable for different trees,
one was perfect for a amall
tree and would be seen by
passers-by on the Banks, the
others were higher up the
cemetery, and would be
auitable for taller trees,

S, which one to go for? Best
te leck at trees and having
made a choice, the site would
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choose itself. This proved
gasier said than done; talking
te nursery staff, who were
helpful  in the extreme,
showing us tree after tree,
gach rore lovely or rmore
unusual than the last, most
seemed to be just what we
were locking for, so long as

they weould survive 0 the
chosen  envircnment, S0
armed with a leng, leng list,
we turned to beooks on trees
and went cnline te do some
research, The leng, long list
apon becarmne a leng list, That
beautiful  tall  tree, for
example, had a nasty habit of
shedding branches at the hint
of a high wind; health and
safety issues here! Then there
was the Katsura tree with
atunning spring, summer and

P

e R i, e
Katsura

autumn feliage but we learned
it did not like nerth facing
glopes, late frosts and in its
eardy years would prefer its
trunk wrapped up against the
celd, Definitely unsuitable, It
geemed that most of the trees
needed specialist attention or
getting, whereas we needed a
apecies that iz hardy, low
maintenance and, preferably,
one  that is not already
growing in the arboreturn that
would enhance the
enwvirenment and give
pleasure to those wisiting the
cermetery, The list 12 much
shorter now and hopefully the
final dedcsien will scon be
made. Cne of our local
nurseries has premised to find
any tree we choose, in time
for an auturnn planting.



